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our. duties as cheerfully, thoroughly and
efficiently as they have always done. To
them our thanks are due.

As the festive season is approaching I
trust you will all enjoy the best of good
health and good cheer and I am sure that
in the new year the spirit which has light-
ened the past year-the spirit of liberty
and the ability to thrash out our problems
in an amicable manner-will go a, long way
towards attaining that peace in the world
that we all so sincerely hope for.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

(Hon. C. H1. Simpson-Midland): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

to a date to be fixed.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.2 p~m. (Saturday).

wILiowatuv Arl.nmblg
Friday, 14th December, 1951.

CONTENTS.
page

Questions :Gas, (a) as to production cost and
selling price ... I- .. .. 1706

(b) as to independent Inquiry . 1707
Education, (a) as to new technical school,

Midland Junction..... ..... 1707
(b) as to Teachers College students
and service retirements.......... 1707

War patriotic fund, as to continued
existence.................... 1707

Roads, as to Guildford Road, reconstruc-
tion and widening.......... .... 1707

Transport, as to hire of Government buses 1708
Dental and optical services, as to con-

cessions to pensioners and Indigents ...1708
Collie coal, as to coking tests..... .... 1708
Railways, as to possible Increase of

freights ....... l ... ....... 1709
Egg Marketing Board, as to intake at

Narrogin, Wagin and Katanning .... 1709

CONTENTS-continued.

Bills : Road Closure, Message, Zr., remaining
stages........ .....

Returned ..
Reserves, Message, Zr., remain ing stages

Returned ..
Metropolitan Market Act Amendment,

Zr., defeated ............. ...
Licensing Act Amendment (No. 1), 2r.,

Coin. Sr. report,......1715,
Returned ... .. ... ..

Traffi Act Amendment, Council's
amendments... .. ... ..

Council's message ..........
Loan, £12,535,000, Coin., remaining

stages ...

Returned ... ..
Electoral Act Amendment (No. 2),

Council's amendments .1.. 1736,
Licensing Act Amendment (14o. 2),

Council's amendments 1764,
Council's message ..

War Service Land Settlement Agree-
ment, Council's message... ..

Workers' Compensation Act Amend-
ment, 3r.

Council's amendments
Council's message.. ... ..
Assembly's request for conference
Council's further message ... ...
Conference managers' report ..

Rents and Tenancies Emergency Pro-
visions, Council's amendments ...

Council's message .... .... 1805,
Assembly's request for conference
Council's further message ... ...
Conference managers' report ..

Appropriation, Message all stages ..
Motions : Railways, as to new marshalling

yards, Dassendean, defeated .. ..
Fremantle Harbour, as to contradictory

statements and order of extensions,
defeated

Annual Estimates, 1951-52 :'Vowes and items
discussed ... -1. 1747, 1785,

State Trading Concerns Estimates
Loan Estimates, 1951-52, Corn. 1816,

Complimentary remarks .. .. ..
Adjournment, special... ..

Page-

1710
1805.
1710
1805,

1711

1736
1805-

1717
1805.

172a
1819

1747

1773
1805

1703

1709,
1805
1818
1819
18:19
1is0

1805
182
1808
1819
1819
1822

1711

1788

1793
1814
1821
1823
1534

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11.30
am., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

GAS.

(a) As to Production Cost and Selling
Price.

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What is the cost of production, per
1,000 cubic feet of 480 BTU, of-

(a) carburetted water gas;
(b) gas from New South Wales gas

coat imported to this State?

(2) What is the present selling price of
gas in metropolitan area?

1706



[14 December. 1951.1 10

(3) What amount of-

(a) Collie coal,

(b) imported coal,
-was used by the Electricity commission for
each of the years 1949, 1950, 1951?

(4) What quantity of imported gas oil
-is required to produce 1,000 cubic feet of
town gas?

(5) How many open-cut coal seams are
there at Collie suitable for running large
-water gas plants?

(6) Is it a fact that tenders (to close in
September, 1951)J were called by the Elec-
tricity Commission last January for two
,new carburetted water gas plants to make
gas from Collie coal?

(7) Why was the closing date for such
tenders extended to September, 1952?

(8) Is it a fact that details of the tender
were deficient, especially respecting the
-coal proposed to be used?

(9) What consultations if any, take place
beatween technical officers of the Commis-
sion on the one hand and experts in fuel
'technology (W.A. Government Laboratory)
and technical officers at Wundowie on the
other, respecting various aspects of gas
production and problems associated there-
with?

(10) Will he assure the public that
before any further increase in prices
of electricity and gas is imposed on
consumers, a comprehensive inquiry in-
to costs of production will be carried
out by some competent and indepen-
dent authority appointed by the Gov-
ernment?

(11) If reply to (10) is in the negative.
will he outline his reason?

The MINISTER replied:
Mr. McLean, manager of the Gas Works,

is absent in Albany and the Chief Engineer
and General Manager, Mr. Edmondson, is
still abroad. It will not therefore be pos-
sible to obtain the involved information
asked for before Parliament rises.

Particulars will be supplied to Mr. Beg-
ney by letter after Mr. Edmondson's return.

(b) As to Independent Inquiry.
Mr. W. HEGNEY (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works:
Will he assure the public that before

any further increase in prices of electricity
and gas is imposed on consumers, a com-
prehensive inquiry into the cost of pro-
duction will be carried out by some com-
petent and independent authority ap-
pointed by the Government.

The MINISTER replied:
I can give the member an assurance that

the same departmental investigation will
be made as is always made in such circum-
stances.

EDUCATION.

(a) As to New Technical School,
Midland Junction.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:

In view of the shortage of accommoda-
tion at the Midland Junction Technical
School, and the considerable increase In
enrolments in the last 10 years, will be
state if it is proposed to build a new
technical school in the near future?

The MINISTER repied:
It Is not proposed to erect a new build-

ing for technical school purposes at Mid-
land Junction, but the existing high
school buildings will be converted for
technical education when a new high
school at Midland Junction is erected.

(b) As to Teachers College Students and
Service Retirements.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) How many students are expected to
commence courses of training at the
Teachers' College next year?

(2) What is the total of retirements of
teachers from the service of the Educa-
tion Department for the present year?

The MINISTER replied:
I would ask that this question be post-

poned, but I will endeavour to provide the
information at a later stage of the sit-
ting.

WAR PATRIOTIC FUND.

As to Continued Existence.

Mr. YATES asked the Premier:
(1) Is the War Patriotic Fund still in

existence?
(2) If so, what amount stands to the

credit of the Fund?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) It is not clear to which fund

the hon. member refers. If he will con-
tact the Chief Secretary's Department all
available information will be given to him.

ROADS.
As to Guildf ord Road, Reconstruction and

Widening,

Mr. J. HEONEY asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is he aware that a steady deteriora-
tion is taking place in Guildford Road be-
cause of the heavy and increasing volume
of traffic using it?

(2) Has he made any decision on the
representations that were made to him
last year by representatives of the Bays-
water, flassendean and Perth Road Boards

1707



1708 [ASSEMBLY.]

and the Guildford Council, when they
urged the reconstruction and widening of
Guildford Road?

(3) If the reply to (2) is "Yes," is he
in a position to indicate when the Main
Roads Department is likely to begin the
work, or whether it is proposed to grant
financial aid to the authorities mentioned
to do the work themselves?

(4) If the answer to (2) is in the nega-
tive, will he review the case submitted by
the deputationists referred to, and advise
what action, if any, the Department pro-
poses to take?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, deterioration is taking place

and this could be due to lack of adequate
maintenance. Endeavours have been made
for a conference between the Main Roads
Department and the executive officers of
the local authorities concerned. Indica-
tions are that this will take place early
in the New Year.

(2) No. Consideration is being given to
the representations made last year.

(3) and (4) Answered by (2).

TRANSPORT.
As to Hire of Government Buses.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it afact that the Postal Worlsers'
Social Club did, on the 2nd December,
1951, apply for the hire of 10 Govern-
ment buses from the Tramway Depart-
ment for a special trip, tendering £106
for the job?

(2) Is he aware that the Transport
Hoard rejected this application, and in-
formed the Postal Workers' Social Club
that they would have to accept the ser-
vice of the Metro Bus Service for this
special service, thus denying the Govern-
ment Bus Service of £106 worth of busi-
ness?

(3) Has the Transport Board legal
authority to discriminate in this fashion,
having regard to the fact that they did
in this case know that the tender for
the job was £106, and therefore must have
negotiated with the Metro Bus Service
to tender for the job at a lower figure?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) Representations were made by the
Postal Workers' Social Club to secure per-
mission for their transport to Rocking-
ham by 10 Tramway Department buses
on the 2nd December, 1951.

(2) The Tramway Department's ap,
plication was refused as the existing oper-
ator on the route concerned was able to
cater for the traffic.

(3) The Transport Board acted in ac-
cordance with the State Transport Co-
ordination Act. Under that Act it not
only has legal authority but a duty to

give first consideration to the existing
operator. The Board did not enter into
negotiations regarding price with the
Metro Buses Pty. Ltd. or any other op-
erator.

DENTAL AND) OPTICAL SERVICES.
As to Concessions to Pensioners aiud In-

digents.

Mr. MeCULLOCH asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) Is there any dental and optical
concession scheme now in operation
whereby Pensioners or other indigent per-'
sons may receive treatment free of charge
or otherwise?

(2) Is there any arrangement whereby
people in the outback districts can re-
ceive concessional travel when requiring
attention to dentures or spectacles?

(3) Is there any arrangement existing
between the Government and Goldfields
dentists and opticians to give treatment
to aged or indigent people which would
obviate long train travel? If so, what are
the arrangements?

(4) Do the Dental Hospital activities
cease during the Christmas and New
Year holidays?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) There is no general authority for

the supply of dentures and spectacles
for old-age pensioners or indigents. They
may be supplied in cases where they are
necessary In the Interests of the patient's
health.

Dental-If a local dentist will co-op-
.e&ate and supply the impression, the
Dental Hospital will make the Plate.

Optical-The Department can arrange
for the supply by a local optometrist.

(2) No.
(3) Answered by (1).
(4) The Dental Hospital is closed only

oii Public holidays.

COLLIE COAL.

As to Coking Tests.

Mr. MAY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Industrial Development:

(1) Will he advise progress to date re-
garding the coking of Collie coal?

(2) Does he consider at this stage that
a method will be successfully accom-
plished?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) I can give the hon. mem-

ber quite a lot of information on the
subject but I would wish to do so when
speaking on the Estimates of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development. Other
than that I will provide the information
to the hon. member in person.
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RAILWAYS.
-As to ,possible increase of Freightts.
Mr._ MANN (without notice) -asked the

Premier: -
is it the intention of the Government

to increase railway freights before the
end of the 'financial year?

The PREMIER replied:
That is a difficult question to answer

because I do not know what the position
will be between now and the 30th June.
I do not know what additional costs
will face the Government, and accord-
ing to the additional cost with which
the Railway Department is faced so con-
sideration will have to be given -to addi-
tional revenue from some source. This
does not only apply to railways but to
Government finance generally, and I can-
not state at this stage what additional
charges will be made, if any.

EGG MARKETING BOARD.
As to Intake at Narro gin, Wa gin and

Katanning.
Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked

the Minister representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

At the last sitting of the House I asked
the Minister for Agriculture a question re-
garding eggs received at the Narrogin de-
pot. The question was not replied to
satisfactorily, and I would ask the Minis-ter to let me know the quantity of eggs
that are supplied in dozens from the
various districts to which I referred-
Narrogin, Wagin and Katanning.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
If the hon. member will adress; his in-

qu iry to me, I will get the answer for him.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. RL. Abbott-Mt Lawley) [11i40]: I
move--

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
£11.413: There is a point, in one respect
comparatively important and in other
ways perhaps not so important, that I
should like to have cleared up. I refer
the Minister to the amendment agreed
to in the Committee stage yesterday under
which it was decided to delete from Sec-
tion 9, Subsection (11) of the Act the
word "Board" and insert in lieu the word
"registrar." The subsection made it obli-

Igatory on the board to furnish information
I to employers and employees as to their

rights and liabilities In respect of injuries
sustained by workers in the course of

-theiriemployment. 'I repeat-that the- board
"Was: obliged I'to:'do 1that'-when -requested -by
-the 'workers ~or- by the employers. -It-was
obligatory -on -the -board also 'to make -all
reasonable efforts -to (conciliate and bring
the~ parties. to an agreement where a dis-
pute had arisen -concerning, compensation
payments to injured workers. Under -the
amendment, It -will be the duty of - the
registrar to 'furnish the Information and
conciliate where possible.

'An indication was given by the Attor-
ney General that the chairman of the
board, who is a legal practitioner, would
probably give advice of a legal 'nature to-
day and have to -sit In a judicial capacity
on the matter tomorrow. Apart from the
chairman, there are two members of the
board-a representative of the workers
appointed on the nomination of the State
Executive of the A.L.P. and a representa-
tive of the employers appointed on the
nomination of the Employers' Federation
of Australia (W.A. Branch).- Seeing thdit
the -registrar will now replace the board
In this matter, will the Minister interpret
the provision to mean that the representa-
tives of the workers and the employers
will not be permitted to give information
to their respective parties as to their
rights and liabilities?

The position in the past has been that
the chairman, as well as the other mem-
bers of the board, 'have given such in-
formation, whereas in future the registrar
will give it. As the representatives of the
employers and workers on the board are
appointed by the Governor on the nom-
ination of the respective interests. I sub-
mit that those representatives should have
the right officilly to give information to
the parties they represent. We do not
want to put them into the position of
having to do something under the lap, and
when I use that expression, I mean that
a representative of either of the interests
should not have to give information in 'a
furtive and underhand way.

So far as I am aware, there is nothing
in the Act to prevent their giving informa-
tion, but the unions are anxious that the
point be clarified so that when they ap-
proach their representative on the board,
they will not be told that the Act has been
amended and that he is no longer in a
position to give information. I maintain
that to give information is one of the
functions of the representative, especially
as the Act provides for his appointment
by the Governor on the nomination of the
party represented by him. I should be
pleased if the Minister would indicate that
the interests of the respective parties will
not be jeopardised when approach is made
to their representatives on the board.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-Mt. Lawley-in reply)
r11,45]: As the hon. member mentioned,
there Is nothing in the Act to deal with
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this matter. In my opinion it would be
.highly improper for any judge or magis-
trate to discuss a ease that was subse-
-quently to come before him for decision,
and I think that would now be the posi-
tion of the chairman of the board; In
fact, I believe there can be no doubt
about it. As stated by the hon. member,
the other two members of the board are
appointed on the nomination of and to
represent the employers or insurers and
the employees or insured as the case may
be. The conduct of those members is in
their own hands.

There is certainly no law that would
prevent their discussing insurance mat-
ters with the parties they represent. As
to their discussing a matter that was sub-
sequently to come before them in their
judicial capacity, I might hold a personal
view while other people might hold a view
quite different, but they would be ex-
pected to commence the hearing unbiased
by any statement they may have heard
or by any information that it would not
be permissible to place as evidence be-
fore the board at the hearing. So far
as I am aware, their conduct is a matter
for them to decide.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [11.49]:,
When I glanced at the first page of the
Bill, I noticed a reference to the proposed
closure of portion of Smeed Terrace,
Bayswater, and I thought it wise to
secure the adjournment of the debate in
order that I might inspect the plan and
consider the information supplied by the
Minister. This proposal relates to the
re-survey of an old road. The piece of
land in question has a history. Some
years ago the Bayswater Road Hoard
resumed certain land. One block is a
reserve. At that time, the blocks were
owned by a member of the Bayswater
Road Board. It was proposed to resume
the land under the Road Districts Act
for road purposes. The owner of an ad-
joining block, facing Smeed Terrace,
had no objection to the resumption with
a view to the widening of that terrace.
provided he obtained proper compensa-
tion for his house and that the road
alignment would be such as to enable
him to conduct his business. But the
road board member owned property front-
ing Rose Avenue and, when the resump-
tion was proposed, the valuation figure
was altered in the road board office.

The man who owned the business that
would have had to close down came to me
and I took the matter up with the Lands
Department. That was a few years ago.
Subsequently I discussed the matter with
the Town Planning Commissioner, who
made Investigations and discovered the
alteration of the figure in the road board
office. Since then the matter has been
in abeyance and no attempt was made to
widen the road. But Smeed Terrace
has been resurveyed and the road board
has resumed the second block for a re-
serve.

The vesting of the unused portion will
provide a happy ending to the difficulties
that have confronted the board for a
number of years. I have drawn the atten-
tion of the member for West Perth to the
proposals in the Bill affecting the City
Council and also the attention of the
member for F'remantle to the manner in
'which portion of his electorate is af-
fected, and they have expressed satisfac-
tion. I have pleasure in supporting the
Bill.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-RESERVES.

Message.
Message from the Oovernor received

And )rad recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

Order of the flay read for the resump-
tion from the previous day of the debate
on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair: the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Hill.
Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Reserves NOS. 2562 and 20194.

Geraldton:

Mr. SEWELL: I would like to ask the
Minister whether this is the piece of land
between Marine Terrace and the sea, next
to the wool stores and the old quarantine
reserve.

The MINISTER FOR LANDlS: It is be-
tween Wilicock Drive and Marine Terrace.
It has all been checked with the Geraldton
Municipality and the Lands Department.
The hon. member can have a look at the
plan presently, if he wishes.
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Clause put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 10-agreed to.
Clause 11-Reserve No. 16855, Victoria

Location 5950:
Mr. SEWELL: I take it that this reserve,

which is the old Victoria District Agri-
cultural Society hall, will be vested in the
municipal authorities in the future?

The Minister for Lands: It will be
vested in the local authority.

Mr. SEWELL: It will be taken from the
road board and vested in the council?

The MINISTE
nothing on the
the history of tl
will be vested in
the greater Ge
eventually come

Clause put an
Clauses 12 to
Bill reported

the report adopt

Th2
Read a third

the Council.

BILL-METRO P
AM

SecondR
Order of the I

tion from the pr
on the second re

Question puta
the following res

Ayes ..
Noes ....

Majority

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brady
Hawke
J. Hegney
W. Hegney
Hoar
Lawrenace
Marshall
MeCulloch

Abbott
Ackland
Branid
butcher
floney
Orayden
Hearnman
Hutchinseon
Mann
Manning
MeLarty

Ayes.
Coverley
Kelly
Needham
Guthrie
Tonkin
Graham

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Question thus
Bill defeated.

MOTION-RAILWAYS.

As to New Marshalling Yards, Bassendean.

Debate resumed from the 7th Novem-
ber on the following motion by Mr.
Brady:-

That in the opinion of this House
the new marshalling yards at Baa-
sendean should be connected to the
Welshpool-Belmont line by utilising
the existing Perth-Midland line and
the Perth-Belmont line.

RL FOR LANDS: There is THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
fle, but I know a little of (Hon. A. F. Watts-Stirling) [12.51: The
is reserve. At present it motion is really one which was moved by
the road board but, under the hon. member in the last session. Had
raldton scheme, it will it not been for the fact that a new session

under the municipality. had to be called, for reasons well known
d passed. to members, he would not have been in

14, Ttle-gree to. a position to move it. The arguments that
14, Ttle-gree to. applied against the original motion are

without amendment and precisely the same today, notwithstanding
ed. that the hon. member has slightly changed

ird Reding.his tune. He now suggests that the
Ire!Readng.marshalling yards should be connected

time and transmitted to with the Welshpool-Bassendean line by
utilising the existing Perth-Midland line
and the Perth-Belmont line. The hon.

OLTNMARKET ACT member is still of the opinion, apparently,
OLNET that the Bassendean Road Board has not

[ENDENT.been properly treated in regard to the
~eading-Defeated. matter. As I said previously, and I repeat
Jay read for the resump- now, the board was told that every con-
,evious day of the debate sideration would be given to its repre-
~ading. sentations, and I suggest that the House,

nd adivsio taen ith quite apart from what the Minister him-
md adivsio taen ith self and the departmental officers have.

ult:- done, has given every consideration to its
... .. 15 representations and decided towards the

... 21 end of last session-in September or
- October-that the contentions raised on

against ... 6 its behalf by the hon. member could not
- be supported. The argument still applies

Ayes. that to utilise the railway lines mentioned
Mr. Molt in the motion could only involve the use
Mr. Nulsen of a dangerous curve with very bad vlsi-
Mr. Paone bility, and it is impossible for me to say
Mr. Soewa other than that it is impracticable from
Mr. Styants the point of view of the Railway Depart-

Mr. May (Teller.) ment to utilise such an approach. It would
Noes. not be acceptable, in my opinion, or in

Mr. Nalder that of people far better qualified than
Mr. Nimmo I to judge, to the railway engine-drivers
Mr. Cidhield themselves as a constant means--and it
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins would be a constant means for many years
Mr. Read -of entry into the marshalling yards.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Thorn
watts
Wild
Yates

Fairn.
Noes.

flame F. Cards
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Hill
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Hovel!
Mr. Totterdell

negatived.

The hon. member also raised difficulties
in connection with Hadflelds engineering

(Teller.) works. As I told him in the earlier debate.
the Railway Department was making every
effort in negotiation with the company
and its architect to provide alternative

Il-Oliver land to the comparatively small portion of
country that has to be taken. I am happy
to say that these negotiations have pro-
gressed so far that a suitable area has
almost been defined and virtual agree-
ment reached between the parties in re-
gard to it. So that point does not come
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into the question. The hon. member has
adduced nothing new so far as this sub-
ject is concerned, but has merely reiter-
ated, in another guise, the claim he put
forward several weeks ago. As I said, he
would not have been able to raise this
matter again had it not been for the fact
that this is not the same session of Par-
liament as that in which he moved the
earlier motion.

Not only have the representations of
the Bassendean Road Board received the
closest consider ation from the Minis-
ter for Railways and his departmental
officers since the end of last year but
also, as I have said, they received the
closest consideration of this House at the
time when the hon. member was able,
at great length, to present his case, In
moving his motion, and again when be
replied to the debate. This House has
decided that the hon. member's conten-
tions have no substance and it has to
that extent-a very great extent-sup-
pojted the views held by the officers of
W~e Railway Department and by the
Minister for Railways, and has rejected
the theory that it is desirable to reorient
the proposals of the department in regard
to this particular line and thus further
delay any prospect-it has already been
dela~cd long enough-of making a start
on- this very necessary work.

The proposals of the hon. member
'would not result in a greater, but in
fact a far less, measure of safety. Bassen-
dean is a point of entry which cannot be
varied, in spite of the contentions of the
hon. member on behalf of the local auth-
orities for whom he spoke, because, as
'will be clear from the report of Mr.
Brisbane on the subject, the position of
the Belmont line is very different. I
repeat, that it is the opinion of the
department that many of the engine
drivers would jib at the sharp-radius
curve proposed by the hon. member, par-
ticularly as there would be practically a,
blind entry into the marshalling yards.
In view of the previous decision of this
House and the fact that the hon. member
has adduced nothing new on this occa-
sion, I do not think it necessary to go
again over all the ground that was cov-
ered by the hon. member in his long
reply last session. I oppose the motion
and hope the House will reject it as it
did on an earlier occasion.

MR.3. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [12.12]:
1 support the motion because I believe
that, even at this late stage, it should
be possible to examine the proposition
in order to see whether it could be ac-
cepted, rather than accept the alterna-
tive which will deface the township of
Bassendlean. When the question was first
raised in this House last session, during dis-
cussions with railway officers and particu-
ladly the Civil Engineer, Mr. McCullough,

this proposition was put up to that gentle-
man and, as a railway officer, he, of
Course, rejected it. I have contended all
along that this is a railway Bill and
that the interests of Bassendean, Belmont
and Bayswater have been entirely disre-
garded in connection with it. As I said
when speaking to the debate on the
measure dealing with town planning the
other night, it is a pity that the proposed
town planning authority was not in exist-
ence to look into the question of future
railway development in this State so that
it would not interfere with somne of the
townships close to the City of Perth.

No doubt the decision arrived at in re-
gard to this proposed railway suits the
Railway Department, but whether it will
be to the good of the future of the State
is another matter, and it certainly does
a great deal of harm to the Bassendlean,
Belmont and Bayswater districts. Al-
though it will be an improvement, in that
it will take the marshalling yards and
certain otpher rail'way instrumentalities
out of the city area, the districts to which
I have referred will be considerably dis-
advantaged in the process. Where the
proposed railway runs into the Bassen-
dlean area it will traverse a lot of beauti-
ful building land close to the river. At
one stage the Workers' Homes Board held
a lot of land there on which it proposed
to build homes. I went through that
district years ago with the Labour Minis-
ter for Works and the late Commis-
sioner of Main Roads, Mr. Tindale, when
it was urged that a road should be built
along the route of this proposed railway.
Were it niot for the present project there
is no doubt that that area would event-
lually have become a nice residential dis-
trict.

The proposed railway will Pass across
the Guildford-road and follow the larger
curve, going into Hardy-road and towards
the Belmont bridge, and will thus mean
a considerable disfigurement of the town
of Bassendean, When the question of
using the existing main line for the pur-
pose of this by-pass railway was raised
it was indicated that they might do away
with that railway altogether but since
then, in discussions Particularly with the
Belmont Park Road Board, it has been in-
dicated that the intention now is to con-
tinue with the original plan. Road board
members and citizens of the Bassendean
area are perturbed at the action proposed
to be taken and have asked that their views
be put strongly before Parliament. The
Minister for Education stated that deliber-
ate consideration had been given to the
proposal, but in fact the Bill that was
submitted last session was passed in a
matter of four days, and for the most part
members of this House were not sufficiently
well informed to give a fair decision on it.

Within a week of the measure being in-
troduced, it had to pass through this
Assembly and I think that, in fact, It went
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through in two sitting days. It was intro-
duced late one evening and the plans of
the proposed railway were placed on the
Table at 12.30 am. The Premier on that
occasion said to me and the member for
Ouildford-Midland, that he wanted us to
go on with the debate the same day. We
were not in a position then to consult the
representatives of the local authorities
concerned. Because of the criticism of
the measure then raised, the Commis-
sioners' representative attended here to
advise members so that they would have
some information on the subject before
casting their votes, but unfortunately not
many members were present at that stage.

As I have already said, during the prior
debate on this subject, I believe the ques-
tion of this railway should have been
linked up with the proposal to build a
railway south of the river, but it has been
indicated that that question was not given
any consideration. Had a proper survey
of the proposition been made not only by
the railway authorities but also by a com-
petent town planning authority, in the
light of future development of the metro-
politan area, we would have been satisfied.
I urged last year that a Select Committee
be appointed for the purpose of inquiring
into the matter in toto. But that was re-
jected by this Assembly by two votes,
simply because the Bill was a Government
measure. Since that time there has been
considerable dissension both from the
Belmont Park Road Board and the other
local authorities concerned, and they have
all been negotiating with the department.

Mr. SPEAKER:, Will the hon. member
be seated? There is too much noise at
the back of the Chamber and "Hansard"
cannot possibly take notes.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: If a Select Commit-
tee had been appointed it could have taken
evidence while Parliament was in recess,
and that committee could have taken
evidence from the Railway Department,
the Town Planning Commissioner and any
other interested people. A report could
then have been submitted to Parliament,
and the local authorities concerned would
have been quite satisfied because they
would have had an independent decision
on the matter.

At the time the Bill was introduced the
Government admitted that a departmental
committee had been sitting for 12 months,
or thereabouts, and yet during the dying
hours of last session the Bill was forced
through. It was sprung on to the local
authorities who were completely disre-
garded in the taking of evidence by the
committee concerned. When it was sug-
gested that this line could be put round
through Cuming Smiths without crossing
through this portion of building land, the
farming section raised their hands in
horror. They were not concerned about
the interests of the districts affected, but

were merely concerned about their sup-,
plies of super. They did not give a damn
about the interests of the people.

There is a good deal of land north of*
Bassendean which is not being used, and.
that land could have been taken over for
this purpose. As it is, a road bridge will
have to be put across Guildford-road and
the line will interfere with what would
have been a very nice district. Although
the matter has been discussed previously,
I felt it necessary, because a good portion
of the route goes through my district, to
speak on the matter. Therefore, on behalf
of the Bassendean and Bayswater Road
Boards I enter my protest against this
project. If the Minister had agreed to the
appointment of a Select Committee the
wishes of all the local authorities Could
have been taken into account. However,.
the Government did not agree to that,
and I fully support the member for Guild-
ford-Midland in this mnotion. I hope it
it xvill be carried.

MR. BRADY (Guildford -Midland-in
reply) [12.24): At the outset, I want to.
thank the member for Middle Swan for-
his contribution to this debate. He has
discussed a number of aspects that I would
have mentioned and therefore my reply
is reduced to that extent. I regret that
the Government has not seen its way
clear to try and meet the Bassendean
Road Board half-way in this matter. The
Government has not tried to give any
understanding to a submission that this
new chord line should not be built. I
introduced the motion in its present form.
because I made an attempt last session
to get an independent engineer appointed
to review the whole position, and that
attempt failed.

I believe that the Bassendean Road
Board has endeavoured to do the State a-
service inasmuch as it has tried to bring
home to the Government the fact that.
there is already a line in existence, which
is capable of handling all the traffic
likely to be running past the two super
works, Westralian Farmers, Hadflelds and
others.

Mr. Marshall: Anid across the river.
Mr. BRADY: Yes. This new chord

line will take the place of the line that.
is already there. The existing one has
all the grades, curves and so on and
meets all the requirements of the engin-
eers in that respect. Yet the Govern-
ment, in spite of all that, intends to
spend approximately £.100,000 in the build-
ing of a new line.

Mr. Marshall: I thought the PremierL
would have reconsidered it when he did
not get any loan money.

Mr. BRADY: The expenditure of loan
money for this project will seriously in-
terfere, in the future, with a number of
Projects in private members' districts,
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particularly those members on the Gov-
ernment side. I can imagine the mem-
ber for Maylands wanting a number of
new projects to be started in his area.
They would have to be paid for out of
loan funds, but as loan funds are now
being curtailed, I can imagine the mem-
ber for Maylands waiting for many years
before any of his projects can be carried
out. The member for Canning would
be in the same position and I can im-
agine the member for Mt. Marshal] want-
ing to have a number of public buildings
erected in his area. The cost of those
projects has to come out of loan funds.
and, because the Government has decided
to spend £100,000 unnecessarily on this
chord line, these other projects will have
to go by the board.

I cannot for the life of me see why
the Minister representing the Minister
for Railways, and the Government,
agreed to this proposition of the railway
engineers. At one stage the Chief Civil
Engineer told me that it was possible
that this chord line might be diverted
If they could resume the acid plant in
the super works. As the member for the
district, I agreed that that was the right
thing to do. Within a few hours I had a
representative of Cuming Smiths to see
me. I stuck to my guns and told him
the same thing. In my opinion if the
super companies had been told last year
that it was intended to take the line
through the acid plant, they would have
made provision and put in a new plant
altogether. Therefore, by the time the
marshalling yards were rpeady to be built.
the new acid plant would have been in
operation and all this other unnecessary
resumption would have been prevented.

I come now to the reply the Minister
gave this morning. He said that the
project I am putting up on behalf of the
Bassendean Road Hoard would be danger-
ous, because of the curve and the visibil-
ity not being satisfactory. Believe it or
not, but members of the loco. drivers'
union have been to mec and congratu-
lated me on the case I have put up on
behalf of the road board. Those compli-
ments were unsolicited; I did not go to
any loco. man and ask him whether he
thought my case was a good one. These
men came to me voluntarily and told me
that my project, on behalf of the road
board was a practical one. If the Govern-
ment wanted to meet the road board
half way, the very worst thing that
could have happened was th 0t it
could have said to the Cuming Smith
firm. "We are going to take over one shed
where you no-w store your supplies." That
storage shed is used for only about six
months of the year and at the end of
the season it is practically empty.

About half way through the year, of
-course, the company begins to create a
stockpile for the coming season. I admit

that it is desirable for the works to retain
that storage shed, but I contend that the
engineer of the Railway Department could
have acceded to the Bassendean Road
Board's request to have this curve put in
if the department had taken away the
storage shed at the eastern end of the
works at Bassendean. The proposed chord
line will pass through a residential area
from which little revenue will be derived
from passenger traffic. If it keeps to the
existing line, and does not go on with the
proposal to build the new chord line, the
department can obtain revenue from pas-
senger traffic that will come from Ashfleld.
If the Bassendean Road Board's proposal
was accepted, there would be an area in
which industrial establishments could pos-
sibly use the existing Great Eastern line
from Midland Junction to Perth. Any
casual observer passing through the area
in which the Cresco works' are situated
can observe a paper mill, a saw mill, and
a new f ertiliser company in the course of
erection. All these establishments could
have a small shunting yard added to them
with the sidings connected to the existing
Midland Junction to Perth line, but the
engineers of the Railway Department are
adhering strictly to their proposed new
scheme.

As I have mentioned before, since the
Government decided on this new chord
line, suggestions have been put forward
for the construction of a line south of the
river and this House has agreed that it
is desirable. That line would take a great
deal of traffic from the centre of Perth,
and therefore the argument put forward
for the building of a chord line would not
be as strong as it is at present. That is
about all I can say because the member
for Middle Swan has covered a portion of
the ground. The Government is not
looking at the proposal from an economic
point of view, which is the wrong outlook.
I consider that outlying portions of the
State, as well as the metropolitan area,
are being deprived of many loan works,
such as sewerage, water supply, electricity,
gas and similar undertakings, because the
Government desires to adhere to the Chief
Civil Engineer's idea that this chord line
should be built. It is a most deplorable
position.

If members opposite decide to support
the Government right up to the hilt there
is not much I can do about it, but I was
hoping, even at this late stage, that they
would see something in the argument ad-
vanced by the Bassendean Road Board for
the proposed running on the new chord
line to be operated on the existing line
which, if it is discarded under the Chief
Engineer's proposal, will be an economic
loss to the State. I therefore trust that
at least some Government members will
support me in my advocacy of the Bassen-
dean Road Board's proposal and have this
motion carried. Under the Public Works
Act, it is permissible for a railway to be
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shifted one mile either side of its original
route. That would not be breaking new
ground if it were done, because in the
past and a line had been taken from its
original route in order to bring about a
wore desirable position. This line would
only need to be taken one quarter of a
mile distant from the proposed new chord
line. I hope the House will support the
motion.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes ... Ill .. .... 17
Noes ... ... . .... 23

majority against '.. S

Ayes.
Mr. Brady Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Graham Mr. Panton
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Radoreda
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hoar Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Lawrence Mr. Styanta
Mr: Marshall Mr. Tonkin
Mr. McCulloch Mr. May
Mr. Moir (Teller.)

Noes.
Mr. Abbott Mr. Nalder
Mr, Ackiand Mr. Niznno
Mr. Brand Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Butcher Mr. Owen
Mr. Doney Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wrayden Mr. Read
Mr. Grlmfth Mr. Thorn
Mr. Hearman Mr. Watts
Mr. Hill Mr. Wild
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Yates
Mr. Mann Mr. Boveil
Mr. Manning .(Teller.)

Question thus negatived; the motion de-
feated.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21st November.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-Mt. Lawley) [12.40]: This
Bill contains two proposals, one to amend
Section 43 and the other to amend Sec-
tion 44. Section 43 of the Licensing Act
deais with the issue of temporary licenses,
and reads as follows:-

A temporary license shall authorise
the licensee, being also the holder of
a publican's general iicense, or an Auls-
tralian wine and beer license, or a way-
side-house license, to exercise the
privileges of his license, at any fair,
military encampment, races, regatta,
rowing match, cricket ground, or other
place of public amusement, or at any
ball, conceit, theatrical or other en-
tertainment, for a period to be speci-
fled in the license.

Subsection (3) of the same section states-
Subject to the proviso to subsection

(1), a temporary license may be
granted to any club, or any other
organising body of race meetings, or
agricultural shows, or other- sports
meeting if. in the opinion of the

Licensing Court or the chairman or
members thereof to whom the applica-
tion is made, the granting of a license
is desirable for the accommodation of
the public, and that the number of
persons likely to be in attendance is
sufficient to justify the issue of a
license.

The proposal of the member for East
Perth is to delete from that subsection the
words "other organ ising body of race meet-
ings, or agricultural shows, or other sports
meeting," and to substitute in place there-
of "to any organisation." The result would
be that a temporary license could then be
granted to any Org anisation, ana with
that proposal I cannot agree. I would
point out what a very wide extension that
would be in respect of persons licensed
to sell liquor. The meaning of the word
"Organisation" Would cover any organised
body or system of society; that is how
the word is defined in the Oxford Dic-
tionary. Therefore it would apply to
any body or Collection of persons, whether
associated for private gain or collective
interests, or for charitable or any other
purpose. This amendment would authorise
the issue of a license to Such persons by
the Licensing Court. This would be an
unprecedented 'extension of authority to
sell liquor.

Hon. E, Nulsen: It will still be the
responsibility of the Licensing Court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will
deal with that in a minute. For instance,
a number people may gather together and
form an amusement park; that would be
an organlsatict4 and they tcouid obtain
a license. It will be appreciated, there-
fore, just how wide the provision would
be. It is suggested, of course, that the
Licensing Court would exercise discretion,
but in doing so it would have to exercise
it judicially. It cannot just choose one
Organisation and say, "That is a good
Organisation," or, "That is a bad organi-
'sation." As long as the Organ isation comes
within the purview of the section, the
court would, in my opinion, be bound to
issue a license.

Hon. E. Nulsen: It would not be bound
to.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think it
would.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Morally, it might.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say that

legally it would, because the court Is ex-
pected to read the meaning of the section
and to interpret it in the sense of the
language used. There is nothing here to
guide the court regarding what organisa-
tions should be entitled to be issued with
a license. I doubt whether the court could
refuse to grant a license unless for some
good reason. In any case, is it wise to
place such an immense responsibility and
such great authority in the hands of the
Licensing Court and say, "Parliament is
going to hand over the administration. and
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sale of liquor to you. You can issue tem-
porary licenses to any people you like, as
long as they are a Collective body; you
can say to what kind of people; you can
say when, and you can say how."? I do
not think that is right, and I oppose- it.

The second amendment deals with
Scction 44 of the Act, which reads as
follows:-

An occasional license shall exempt
the licensee from the provisions of this
Act relating to the closing of the pre-
mises on any special occasion during
certain hours and on the special oc-
casion to be specified in the license.

A proviso is then added to the section, as
follows-

Provided that no liquor shall by vir-
tue of an occasional license be sold or
consumed at any public bar on the
licensed premises.

The Bill proposes to add, after the word
premises in the last line of the proviso.
the words "of a holder of a publican's gen-
eral license, or an Australian wine and beer
license or a wayside-house license." As
it stands, the section prohibits the holder
of an occasional license to sell liquor at
any bar. The amendment Would limit this
Proviso to the three classifications referred
to. There are other occasional licenses,
and I1 understand it is possible that such
a license can be issued to the Trotting
Association. it may be deslrablz2 on oc-
casion that the usual hours of trading
should be extended on such a license. It
would be impossible properly to serve liquor
on such occasion if bars were not to be
used. The only facility for serving liquor
at such a function is at bars and if the
occasion warrants the granting of an oc-
casional license-and I am not saying that
an occasional license should or should not
be granted-I can see no objection to
allowing facilities to be provided for the
serving of liquor. I do not intend to oppose,
the second reading, but in Committee V
will attempt to have Clause 3 deleted .

HON. J1. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
(12.501: On first thoughts, I was inclined
to oppose the second reading of this Bill,
but after having given it further considera-
tion, I can vote for the second reading.
I consider that there is too much prefer-
ential treatment being meted out in this
State in that one person or party is per-
mitted to do this and another is Prohibited
from doing it. The trotting and galloping
clubs are allowed to license bookmakers
to carry on their illegal calling but, if
bicycle or pedestrian sports are being held,
there is prohibition. At trotting and gal-
loping meetings liquor bars are permitted,
but when anyone else wants a bar he is
blocked.

The saving point of the Bill is that an
application along these lines must first be
approved by the Licensing Court, and I
have enough confidence in that body to
believe that it would not grant this con-

cession to every Tom, Dick and Harry. I
believe that barbecues offer one of the
worst opportunities for encouraging the
consumption of intoxicating liquor. As I
told the Housia a few nights ago, I was
present at one that was attended by not
many people, and then tickets were sold
to a crowd of young motor cyclists. These
young men were indulging in drink, and be-
cause some of us objected to the action of
the promotors, we got ourselves disliked.
I said to one of those responsible for the
barbecue, "What would be your position
if one of these young fellows, while under
the influence of liquor, was killed When
cycling home tonight?"

The saving fiature of the Bill is that,
if it be passed and this concession is ex-
tended for the holding of aL barbecue, I
believe that the police will be present to
ensure that everything is aboveboard and
that these young people are not supplied
with liquor. Quite a number of barbecues
are held at Which nO control is exercised,
and teen-age boys5 and girls fto there and
imbibe alcoholic liquor. If the Licensing
Court approves of a license for such
a fixture, the police will be notified, and
they should be present to ensure that it is
conducte d with the same de!corum as would
be required of a hotel.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; Mr. Graham

in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendment of Section 43:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I object,

to this clause because it would authorise
the issuing of a temporary license to any
Organisation. I addressed myself fully to
the matter in my second reading speech
and shall vote against the clause.

Mr. GRAHAM: I appeal to members to
retain, the clause, because I consider that
the Minister has to a great extent drawn
upon his imagination and exaggerated
some of the difficulties that may arise.
Admittedly the clause would widen the
scope of the relative section of the Act
and applications would be made for a.
license to sell liquor, but the point is that
this sort of thing is being done today un-
lawfully. Functions are being held where
liquor is, in fact, being sold, but without
the cognisance of the Police Liquor
Branch. There is no control or super-
vision, and the tendency is for people to
go for their lives until they are lull. Liquor
is sold at these gatherings, but not at so
much a glass. Suppose such a function
were being arranged, people would be
asked to subscribe 5s. towards the cost or
the keg or kegs, and so the liquor, in fact,
would be sold, It matters not whether
the drinkers are teen-agers or not, or
whether they become under the influence
of liquor.
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Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is worse In
teen-agers.

Mr. GRAHAM: These functions, called
barbecues or beer parties, are being held
without the police being notified and with-
out supervision. Under the clause, the
Licensing Court would be the authority,
but under the existing Act, it could issue
a temporary license for any sports meet-
ing. If the member for Fremantle decided
to arrange a walking match, he could apply
for a temporary license, but it is hardly
likely that the permit would be granted.
A congregation of a few individuals to
play darts or billiards could constitute
themselves a sports meeting, but the
Licensing Court consists of responsible
men, and notwithstanding the wide pro-
visions of the existing Act, temporary
licenses are granted more or less only to
special bodies for special occasions.

It is not a matter of an application being
made and being granted automatically.
The Licensing Court considers the merits
of the case, and only if circumstances war-
rant the issue of a license is one granted.
It is not my intention to facilitate the run-
ning of night clubs or that iany individual
should be permitted to make a profit out of
a temporary license. I am prepared to limit
the scope of the clause by inserting after
the word "any" in line 5 the word "non-
proprietary." The Licensing Court would
then be able to issue a temporary license,
if it thought fit, to any non-proprietary
organisation. That should overcome any
doubt that might be entertained and
would reduce the work of the court, be-
cause it would not have to check up to
ascertain whether the organisation was a
bona-fide one or not. I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 5 after the word "any"
the word "non-proprietary" be in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed.
Sitting suspended Irom, 1.0 to 2.15 P.M.

Clause, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes ... ...

Majority again

Mr. Cornell
Mr. Graham
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brady
Mr. Butcher
Dame F, Cardelt-Oltve'
Mr. floney
Mr. Grlmfth
Mr. HIll
Mr. 'Hutchinson
Mr. Manning

st ..

Ayes.
Mr. Moir
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Wulsea
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Sleeman.
Mr. styants
Mr, Kelly

Noes.
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Read

rMr. Thorn
Mr. Totterdell
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Grayden

Clause thus negatived.
Clause 4, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment and the

report adopted.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of ten amendments made by

the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 6, page 4-Insert a new
paragraph to stand as paragraph (a), as
follows--

(a) adding the words "on account
of" in line four of subsection (1)
the words "habitual addiction to
alcoholic drink or drugs to such
an extent as to render such a
person a danger to public safety
when in control of a. motor
vehicle on the road or".

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

The clause under review deals with
drivers' licenses issued by the Commis-
sioner of Police to mentally or physically
incapable persons. I have had a talk with
the secretary of Local Government who
considers that this amendment and the
next one are eminently desirable.

Mr. MAY: I want an assurance from
the Minister that Lhe present procedure
by which the Commissioner gets medical
information to establish whether a man
is an habitual drunkard, will be contin-
ued.

The Chief Secretary: That is the posi-
tion.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not take strong
exception to the amendment. Where

14 in the first place the Bill we passed and
17 sent to the Council provided for the addi-
- tion of words to Section 24 of the Act.

3 The Council's amendment will, if carried,
- make a further addition. I do not think

much exception can be taken to the sec-
tion as it will ultimately read if the
amendment be agreed to.

Mr. May: That is not the provision
read out by the Minister, because he
mentioned the medical practitioner.

(Teller.) Mr. MARSHALL: That is the next
one. Subsection (1) of Section 24 deals
with the powers of the Commissioner of
Police and Subsection (2) with the medi-
cal practitioner.

The Chief Secretary: I mentioned
* Subsection (2) in order to deal with the

(Teller.) provision as a whole.
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Mr. MAY: That does not satisfy me,
because the first amendm~nt does not say
that the medical practitioner must be
consulted. As the member for Murchi-
son read it, the Commissioner of Police
has the final say. It should apply to
both.,

Mr. Marshall: It does.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The effect

of the amendment is that the Commis-
sioner will have power to suspend the
license of an habitual alcoholic or drug
addict, but that is subject to examination
by a medical practitioner.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 6, page 4-Insert an new
paragraph to stand as paragraph (b), as
follows--

(b) adding after the words "on ac-
count of" in line three of sub-
section (2) the words "habitual
addiction to alcoholic drink or
drugs to such an extent as to
render such person a danger to
public safety when in control of
a motor vehicle on the road or"

The CHIEF SECRETARY:. I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

This amendment is similar to the last
except that in this provision the medical
practitioner is referred to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 8: Page 5, lines 35 and 36
-Delete the words "by force of this pro-
vision and without the necessity of an
order to this effect".

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 8: Page 5. line 37-After
the word "of" insert the words "not less
than."1

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. MARSHALL: As this amendment
seeks to alter the penalty, I think the
Minister should explain it.

The Minister for Education: It is not
six months' gaol, but six months suspen-
sion of license.

Mr. MARSHALL: It would take from
the Commissioner the right to suspend the
license unless he got an order of the
court, and that is what he has recently
complained of.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We must
read amendments Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 to-
gether and, if we do that, the effect is
clear. Instead of providing for automatic

disqualification f or six months, the idea
is to empower the court to impose a dis-
qualification of not less than six months
and not more than two years. That is the
effect of those four amendments read as
one.

Mr. GRAHAM: Although the person
concerned may have committed some
slight offence, I think we may be over-
doing the penalty. We are making pro-
vision that the offender may be fined £100
or imprisoned for up to 12 Months and
that his license shall be suspended for six
months, and that Is a pretty stiff punish-
ment for a man who has been refused
a license in the first instance or who has
had his license suspended.

Mr. MARSHALL: This offender has Pos-
sibly committed quite a serious offence.
The provision applies to the person who
has been refused a license or, having had
his license suspended or cancelled, drives
aL vehicle. The Commissioner would not
refuse a license without justification.
Usually, when a license is suspended It is
because of an offence, and a serious one,
too.

The Minister for Education: He may
have been an habitual drunkard.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and the Com-
missioner could refuse to grant a license.
A man may have got his license and then
been found to be an habitual drunkard
and had his license suspended.

The Minister for Education: That is
so.

Mr. MARSHALL: So he has committed
an offence, and if he is found without a
license in control of a vehicle, the penalty
shall apply. However, I am a little con-
cerned about the striking out of the pre-
vious words to which I referred a few
moments ago. This will mean that the
Commissioner no longer has any power
to do what he.may want to do; this will
leave it solely to the jurisdiction of the
court.

The Minister for Education: I think that
is a better proposition.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Commissioner of
Police has always complained about it.
He. has said that his power is somewhat
limited; that while he could grant licenses.
he could not take them away.

Mr. RODOREDA; As the member for
East Perth has said, this provision could
apply to a. person who had committed no
offence whatever. For instance, it could
apply to a person who made an applic-
cation for a license and was refused be-
cause he happened to be nervous or for
some reason could not satisfy the examiner.
He may be quite a competent driver and
decide to take the risk, and may get
away with it for 12 months or even two
years without being involved in an accident.
But if he is caught without a license, he
will be subjected to tremendously heavy
penalties under this provision. The penal-
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ties, as they were originally in the Bill,
were solid enough, and I do not think we
should agree to the Council's amendment.

Mr. MARSHALL: In the parent Act
there is a provision which states that, where
the Commissioner of Police refuses to grant
a license, a person so refused can appeal
to a magistrate.

Mr. Rodoreda: I know that.
Mr. GRAHAM: In addition to the

penalties here imposed, if the man was
a drunken driver he would also be subject
to another charge with exceedingly heavy
penalties. Surely there should be some
discretion on the part of the magistrate
who hears the case. I am not well versed
in all aspects of the law, but what would
be the position of a farmer who had been
refused a license and whose offence con-
slated of driving an old truck round his
property?

The Minister for Education: It would
not apply. You have to be on the road
to commit an offence.

Mr. GRAHAM: Then let us have a
variation. Say this farmer was carting
water from a well or dam to another pad-
dock, and in so doing had to travel part
of the way along a, road where perhaps
only one vehicle a week travelled. He
would be committing an offence, under
this clause, and it certainly would not be
a serious one. Instead of stipulating that
the minimum period should be six months,
it should be left to the court to decide.

Question put and passed; the council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 8: rage 5s. line 38--Alter
the word "months" insert the words "and
not more than two years as muay be ad-
judged by the court."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the'Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 8: Page 5-Delete all
words after the word "offence" in line 38
down to the end of the clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

The Minister for Education: This is a
consequential amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 9: Page 8-Delete para-
graph (a).

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. Rodoreda: What about explaining
it?

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister Should
give us some information on this amend-
ment. AS it was, a person who was under
the influence of liquor, or whose license
was suspended, or who was incapacitated,

either physically or mentally and been
refused a license, and was found attempt-
ing to drive a vehicle, would be liable, but
the Legislative Council has altered that
to some degree by striking out the para-
graph.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: When do you think
a man would be preparing to drive?

Mr. MARSHALL: That decision Should
be left to the court. We want to try to
prevent a tragedy happening. If a police-
man has to wait until the man gets his
vehicle under way, unless he has a vehicle
at his disposal to follow him he would not
be able to stop him. once a man has his
vehicle in motion in traffic it might be
too late to stop an accident occurring.

Mr. STYANTS: I support the remarks
of the member for Murchison. The pro-
posal to insert these words In the Act was
occasioned by certain decisions that were
given by the court. In one case a Man
was arrested on the prima facie evidence
that he was in the car with his foot on
the self-starter. However, the police lost
the case because the magistrate ruled that
he was not actually driving the vehicle.
When the Bill was previously before the
Chamber it was painted out that a man
may get into his car with the intention of
having a sleep. It should be left to the
magistrate to decide whether the man was
actually intending to drive the car. if
he Intended to have a sleep that would
not be attempting to drive.

If however, a, man was in the front of
his car and had his foot on the self-
starter I should say that he would be at-
tempting to drive. if the Council's amend-
ment is agreed to a policeman would have
to wait until he actually drove off. Gen-
erally, a man under the influence of liquor
lets his clutch out very quickly, and be-
fore the policeman realised it the man
could have his vehicle in the centre of
traffic and the policeman would be unable
to stop him. The words should remain in
the Bill in order to give a policeman the
opportunity to prevent a man becoming
a menace to himself and others on the
road.

Mr. GRAHAM: The amenidment seems
to require some explanation, because
everybody seems to be confused. I admit
I was up till now. At present the position
appears to be that any person who at-
tempts to drive is guilty of an offence.
All the amendment seeks is to place
bicycles and horse-drawn vehicles in the
same category as motor vehicles.

Mr. Brady: A drunken person riding a
cycle is often more of a menace than a car
driver.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, that is so. The
words specify, "motor vehicle."

The Minister for Education: "in motion
on the road"; that is the point. This
is to deal with a vehicle that is stationary,

1719



1720 [ASSEMBLY.]

and where a man gets into it and starts
tinkering with the works to set it in
motion.

Mr.. GRAHAM: Is a, person driving
when he is attempting to drive?

The Chief Secretary: Provision is al-
ready in the Act for a person attempting
to drive.

Mr. GRAHAM; Then why the amend-
ment?

The Chief Secretary: The amendment
covers the action of attempting or pre-
paring to drive, which means that a man
is fiddling around with the gears or the
steering wheel.

Mr. GRAHAM: Where does the Chief
Secretary want his hands and where does
he want him fiddling?

The Minister for Education: Out of the
car altogether.

Mr. GRAHAM: Obviously when one is
in charge of a motor vehicle In motion
one is driving, but when it is not in motion
then one may be only attempting to drive.

The Chief Secretary: Not necessarily!
The Minister for Education: What about

a drunken man who is trying to take away
control of the car from another person
when it is not in motion?

Mr. GRAHAM: That might have an
identical result, This discourse across
the Chamber has the effect of altering my
opinion. If motor-vehicles are already
covered the logical thing to do is to cover
any type of vehicle it a, drunken person
is in charge of it. However. if none is
covered then I take the strongest objec-
tion to the amendment, and accordingly
I agree with the Minister.

Although I have the greatest respect
for members of the Police Force I say they
are not incapable of making mistakes, and
a person may enter the front of his car
merely to switch on his lights which would
be sufficient for a policeman or a traffic
inspector to come to certain conclusions.
A person would invariably be found guilty
in those circumstances. We are attempting
to legislate to find a man guilty before
he has committed an offence. If a man is
so drunk as to constitute a menace or to
be incapable of driving, and a policeman
is present and sees himn tampering with
the vehicle in any way, all it requires is
the smallest motion on the part of the
vehicle and he is had up. It would not
be a case of a man careering madly down
the road in a vehilce. I hope the commit-
tee will agree to the Cjouncil's amend-
ment.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I believe the intention
of the Legislative Council in dealing with
this clause was to relieve the possibility
of a man being "charged," in tbe words
of the member for East Perth, with some-
thing he has not performed. If the clause
is left as it it will leave the way open
for abuse because we have the words In
it "or without Preparing or attempting."

A drunken man could be said to be pre-
paring if he were putting petrol in his
ear, and it would be unfair to charge him
with attempting to drive a motor vehicle
because of that.

Mr, Styants: Who said it would be
"Preparing" if he were putting petrol in?

The Minister for Education: Attempt-
ing.

Mr. GRIFFITH: It would be if we
passed this clause. If a car has no petrol
in it you cannot attempt to drive it.

Mr. Marshall: What maniac has at-
tempted to drive a car without petrol in
it?

Mr. GRIFFITH: It is apparent the
member for Murchison has not driven
many motorcars!I If we deleted the words
"Preparing or" and add "or without at-
tempting to drive a vehicle on the road,"
we would accomplish what is in the minds
of members of the Legislative council.
If a drunken man gets into his car and
attempts to start it up he is unquestionably
attempting to drive the car.

The Minister for Education: Whether
he attempts to move it or not.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Yes, and he could and
should be charged, but if he is tinkering
around it would be unjust to charge him
with attempting to drive. I move-

That the amendment be amended
by striking out the word "delete" and

'inserting the word "amend" in lieu,
and by adding to the amendment the
words "by deleting the word 'prepar-
ing or'."

Amendment on amendment Put and
passed.

Mr. RODOREDA: I cannot understand
the Act as it will now read. Section 32
of the Act will state, when the Bill is read
into it--

Any person who when driving or at-
tempting to drive or when in charge
of a moctor vehicle in motion on a
road or when preparing or attempting
to ddive a vehicle on a road etc.

Where is the sense in that? There are
redundant words and they do not make
sense at all.

Mr. Graham: It does not say driving
or attempting to drive and in charge of
a vehicle.

Mr. RODOREDA: It is an off ence to
attempt to drive.

The Minister for Education: They are
trying to overcome the difficulty of pro-
secuting a man for attempting to drive a
car when it is not in motion.

Mr. RODOREDA: According to this,
when one is in charge of a motor vehicle
on the road one commits an offence. The
Bill provides for all vehicles whether they
be bicycles, motorcars or anything else. I
am opposed to making it an offence to
attempt to drive a car. It would be ridicu-
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los to charge a man with an offence be-
fore he had committed it. The member for
Kalgoorlie gave an instance, but a police-
man with any nous would say to such a
man, "If you move that vehicle, I shall
grab you".

The Minister for Education: How would
the policeman check the man if he was
on foot and the car was moving?

Mr. ROIJOREDA: He would soon jump
on the running-board.

The Minister for Education: The modern
car has no running-board.

Mr. RODOREDA: Everyone has not a
modern car.

The Minister for Education: But many
people have.

Mr. RODOREDA: A man might have
various reasons for entering a motorcar
but, until he moved it, he would not be
endangering anyone else. It would be
ridiculous to assume that a man was going
to commit an offence. I think that some
of these drivers would be no greater men-
ace on the road than are a lot of sober
drivers.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member
must have some confidence in our Magi-
strates. It would be ridiculous for a police-
man to charge a person with attempting
to drive a car if he was merely lying down
on the seat.

Mr. Rodoreda: When would he be at-
tempting to drive a car?

Mr. MARSHALL: Should not that be
left to the magistrate to decide? In my
opinion, the police are more inclined to
be lenient than aggressive. One can see
breaches of the Act being committed al-
most daily and the police do not seem to
take much notice of them, although they
should. The definition of "vehicle" in-
cludes practically everything on wheels.

one Saturday afternoon, I was convers-
ing with a Murchison friend outside the
Savoy Hotel when a young fellow staggered
out of the hotel, hopelessly inebriated, and
tried to start a motor cycle. His condition
was such that he could not even straighten
it up. I said to him, "There are two police-
men at the corner. You had better leave
that motor cycle where it is". He was
so intoxicated that he hardly knew what
he was doing. I arranged with a taxi to
take him home. A few days later, the
police sought particulars of that young
fellow-how they got the information I do
not know-but it turned out that the motor
cycle had been stolen.

It would be of ]little use trying to mini-
mise accidents by drunken drivers if we
do not afford the pollee opportunities to
prevent accidents. This would be far
better than leaving such a man to commit
an offence and then prosecuting him,
because some life might be lost mean-
while. We should not be too lenient
True, magistrates make mistakes at times,
but I have confidence in them. I must

say however, that although fairly heavy
penalties are provided in the Act, very
rarely has the maximum been inflicted.
The police should be given such powers
as will enable them to prevent the pos-
sibility of accidents. We should not run
the risk of allowing these drivers, It
only to endanger their own lives, but
also jeopardise the lives of others.

Mr. GRIFFITH; I hope the law will
not be administered as sdiggested by the
member for Filbara. The hon. member
said that a policeman would warn a
drunk "not to drive the car or else".

Mr. Marshall: They do that.
Mr. GRIPI'ITH: And the hon. mem-

ber also said that, if th6 man attempted
to drive it, the policeman would jump on
the step and grab him. The police should
not be placed in the Position of seeing
a drunken man enter a car and being
powerless to take action until he bad
driven some distance. The amendment
wi provide for a man who is drunk
and desires to take control of a vehicle
while in that state. It will give a police-
masn the opportunity not only to arrest
him for drunkenness, but to prevent him
from gaining control of the car.

Mr. GRAHAM: I still feet confused
r~egarding the meaning of all this. The
Act provides that a man shall be guilty
of an offence if he drives or attempts to
drive while drunk; or if in that condi-
tion he is in charge of a motor vehicle
in motion on a road; or if he is in charge
of a horse or other animal on a road. A
certain individual, when he feels he bas
had too many drinks, passes his ignition
keys to somebody else for safe keeping,
calls a taxi and goes home. if that man
were forgetful enough to get into the
vehicle and press the self-starter. he worlld
be preparing to drive and would be guilty
of an offence, even though it would not
be possible for him to drive the vehicle
because he could not get it started. The
pre-sent provision is sufficient to deal1
with any cases I can call to mind or
that have been mentioned, and we should
accept the Legislative Councl's propo-
sition.

Mr. RODOREDA: I would like to find
out what is implied by the addition of
the words in the amending Bill. The
Act deals only with motor vehicles or
with a person in charge of a horse or any
other animal or drove of animals on a
road. There is no provision for dealing
with a drunken man on a cycle.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, in the definition.
Mr. RODOREDA: The Act deals with

motor vehicles only.
Mr. Marshall: Have a look at the

second schedule.
Mr. RODORIEDA: In Section 12. F.

distinct type of vehicle is covered. It
does not include all types of vehicles. In
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the addendum in the Bill a motor vehicle
is not referred to but just "vehicle", which
covers everything. This Bill seems to be
an attempt to cover all vehicles.

Mr. Griffith:. Section 32 deals with
a ,motor vehicle in motion only.

Mr. RODOREDA: But it does not
deal with a cycle. A man may be drunk
on a cycle but cannot be prosecuted under
Section 32. The Bill adds words about
preparing or attempting to drive a vehicle,
which Includes cycles.

Mr. Griffith: You are satisfied with
the second schedule, are you not?

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes, but the Bill
we passed is an attempt to include all
types of vehicles under Section 32 which,
before the Bill was introduced, included
only motor vehicles and, by a stretch of
imagination, a horse and cart and other
animals on the road. With the amend-
nment added, I think all vehicles are
covered.

With regard to the point raised concern-
ing the attempt to drive, in a journal
called "The Magistrate," which is issued
to justices of the peace and records
decisions, a case was quoted in which a
policeman arrested a man who was drunk
in the back seat of a vehicle. He was
arrested for drunken driving or attempt-
ing to drive, and the magistrate upheld
the charge and said that the man was in
control of the vehicle. We have confi-

ence in magistrates, but they do make
"bloomers" at times.

The member for Canning spoke about a
policeman being, alongside a drunken man
who was getting into his vehicle and at-
tempting to drive. I said I did not think
there would be a policeman there in one
case in a thousand. But if a policeman
,were present and allowed a man to start
r if and drive his car, he would not be
doing his duty. The job of the police is
to prevent things happening if they can.
I would like some elucidation from the
Minister as to what the addendum actually
means.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
doubt that the word "vehicle" will mean
precisely as it is defined in the parent
Act. To that extent the hon. member is
correct. We have to rely a good deal on
the discretion and commonsense of the
constable. If he sees a man getting into
his car and preparing to have a nap, or
to look for a satchel or a book, it Is plain
that that man would not be preparing to
drive.

Mr. Rodoreda: The word "preparing"
has been struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Now that it
is restricted to attempting to drive it
should be obvious to the policeman
whether the offender is actually driving
or is only attempting to.

Mr. Rodoreda: The Minister agrees to
the provision which makes it an offence to
attempt to drive a motor vehicle in these
circumstances, but would not make it an
offence for a man riding a bicycle or driv-
ing a sulky.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I used the
word " vehicle" as it is defined in the
parent Act.

Mr. Rodoreda: The amendment will
delete the reference to vehicles.

The Minister for Education: We have
amended the amendment and the only
words now taken out are ''preparing or."

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment, as amended agreed to.

No. S. Clause 9: Page 6-Insert a para-
graph after paragraph (a) to stand as
paragraph (b) as follows;-

(b) adding to Subsection (2) a pro-
viso as follows:-

Provided that immediately after
such person is charged he shall
be told by the person laying the
charge that he has the right to
be examined by a medical prac-
tic tioner nominated by him, if
one is available, and if he desires
to exercise this right, every facil-
ity in this regard shall be afforded
him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

The idea is to give the person charged with
drunken driving the the right to call for
medical examination if he so desires.

The Minister for Education: He must
be told by the police that he has the right.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 1.1: Page 7-In proposed
new Section 36, Subsection (1) add a fur-
ther paragraph (e) as follows:-

(e) possesses knowledge of the traffic
laws of this State as evidenced by
written answers to set questions.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not object to the
amendment, but I think it should be ex-
tended so that all drivers of vehicles would
require to have a better knowledge of our
traffic laws. I do not think the test for
a driver's license is comprehensive enough,
and the result is that anyone can get a
license while still having very little know-
ledge of our traffic laws in general.

Mr. RODOREDA: Through the Tourist
Bureau we are end eavouring to attract
tourists to this State, but the effect of the
amendment would be to frighten them
away. A visitor could not remember all our
traffic laws and I. personally, could not
quote all the main highways and major
roads. A list of questions could easily be
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prepared which no visitor could answer in
spite of the fact that he might be a most
efficient and careful driver.

The Minister for Education: The idea
behind the amendment is commendable,
but this is a large State which can be
entered from many points, and I1 do not
know where the visiting motorists would
be asked these questions.

Mr. RODOREDA: No motorist visiting
another State takes his car Into traffic in
a strange city until he knows something
of the traffic laws, if he has any common-
sense.

Question Put and negoatived; the Coun-
cil's amendment not agreed to.

New Clause. No. 10. Insert a new clause
after Clause 3 to stand as Clause 4, as
follows:-

4. Section 5 of the principal Act is
amended by inserting a new subsection
to setand as Subsection (6) as fol-
lows:-

(6) For the purpose of this sec-
tion, a vehicle license issued in
any other State or territory of the
Commonwealth shall, during the
currency of such license, be
deemed to be a license under this
Act in respect of the vehicle so
licensed when used on any road
within the State of Western Aus-
tralia by a visitor thereto.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

This amendment was submitted in another
place by the Minister for Transport at the
request of the Government. Undoubtedly,
it is desirable that we should recognise the
motor vehicle licenses of other States.
There is nothing dubious about the sub-
sction and it explains itself.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for Education, Mr. Marshall and the Chief
Secretary drew up reasons for not agreeing
to certain of the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council-

BILL-LOAN, £12,535,000.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Stirling, (for the Pre-
mier) (3.54]: 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) (3.551:
The Bill deals with the provision of a
number of items and covers the expendi-
ture, in round figures, of £12,500,000.
Taken in conjunction with the Revenue
Estimates, which represent expenditure
totalling a further £5,000,000, the sum in-
volved reaches a considerable total. I
am rather dismayed to find that out of that
total amount, the money provided under
the heading of "Development of Gold-
fields and Mineral Resources" is only one
thirty-fourth of the total expenditure en-
visaged. When we consider that the gold-
mining industry is one of the major activi-
ties of the State, it would seem that the
Leader of the Opposition, in making the
comment that he was not sure whether the
Government's attitude was not defeatist or
indicated lack of interest on its part re-
garding the mining industry, was very close.
to the mark. I am sorry to note the
provision made, and it certainly requires,
a lot of explanation by the Government-.

I make no apologies for debating the
third reading of this very important Bill.
I have dealt on a number of occasions
with various, aspects of the mining position
In Western Australia, and have many times
sounded a warning note to the previous
Government and the present Administra-
tion regarding what I have described as
the parlous position of the goldmining in-
dustry. I am sorry to say that in the
last few years that position has worsened,
and at present can be described as un-
real, unsatisfactory and, to a degree,
dangerous. That is so because, apart from
a few of the main producing mines on the
Golden Mile, at Norseman and Owalia as
well as some of the smaller mines work-
ing on high values, in the balance the
industry is in a very bad situation. Any
mine in the developmental stage or suf-
fering from inadequate or insufficient plant
is at Present, and has been for several
years, seriously disadvantaged. The costs
of production have leaped ahead, and that
trend is continuing.

The Price received by the gold producers
is unsatisfactory. The effect of the rise
due to currency devaluation In September,
1949, has been more than offset by rising
prices. At the time devaluation took Place,
the industry was suffering a lag of about
45 per cent. below Production costs, and
in the Past two years those costs have
soared alarmingly. I am not alone In
feeling that the goidmining industry of
Western Australia has reached a Position
similar to that of the member for Moore-
it is at the cross-roads. This major State
industry, one that h a s Produced
£324,000,000 of gold for the State, can
quite easily be described as politically
friendless and languishing for want of
practical aid. Deeds rather than words
should be the keynote for both State arid
Commonwealth Governments. I feel that
deeds have been conspicuous by their ab-
sence and the industry has declined in the
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past two or three years. It is an industry
that has already been hamstrung by the
International Monetary Fund.

My mind goes back to many attacks
by the present Commonwealth and State
Governments when they were in Opposi-
tion. They never at any time lacked
most vociferous condemnation of the
ChuIley Government. But if we analyse
'what the Chifley Government did for the
mining industry in those bad years, when
it assisted marginal mines in this State
to survive and brought into production
those which were close to that stage, we
realise that, aithought it was seriously
criticised, it rendered a great service to
the industry in Western Australia.

I ask members to bear with me while
we look at the position of the industry
under the two captains, MeLarty and
Menzies. If we had obtained all we were
told we were going to get, this industry,
instead of being at a low ebb, generally
speaking, would be in a very flourishing
condition. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment took office on a wave of promises.
It declared its great faith in the industry.
That was some consolation to many
people, Saviours had arisen amongst us
who were going to place the industry on
a far better basis than during the time
of the Government's predecessors! We
were going to get all sorts of things.

A Minister representing the Common-
wealth Government came to this State,
and I remember that some of the Federal
representatives of Western Australia who
were his colleagues lauded the possibility
of all that this man was going to do.
He was going to Pep up the industry.
There was no doubt what the minerals of
Western Australia would do for the future
of this State. But what has this regime
accomplished? If we review the position
-I cannot say "the progress" because no
progress has been made-the answer Is
nil. Certainly there have been abortive
conferences, months of delay and volumes
of talk, but not one single action of any
benefit to the industry. The Common-
wealth Government, despite fine expres-
sions of goodwill to the goldmining in-
dustry, has failed to assist it in any mat-
erial way.

The Minister for Lands: The member
for Boulder does niot agree with that.

Mr. KELLY; The member for Boulder
is entitled to his own opinion.

The Minister f or Lands: He told us
how prosperous the industry was. He
told us to have a look at the balance
sheets.

Mr. Kelly: If the Minister had been
listening to my earlier remarks, he would
have heard me mention that the Golden
Mile, Norseman and Owalia and some smal-
ler shows on high values constituted the ex-
ception, but that they were by no means
the main portion of the industry and that

section to which we look for progress.
Mines that are in a good way and are still
paying reasonable dividends are devel-
oped very thoroughly, and have the very
latest of machinery and every advantage
in being able to produce gold with a satis-
factory margin from a shareholder's point
of view.

We have heard a lot of talk and we
have seen a lot of articles in the Press
regarding premium gold and sales of gold
on the free market. What stability will
the sale of gold on the free market bring
to this State? To me those terms are
fast becoming nebulous, with little mean-
Ing. What guarantee does either the
State Government or the Commonwealth
Government offer the industry so far as
sales on the free market are concerned?
We have not had one concrete statement
in the 10 weeks that have elapsed since
the world was told that the International
Monetary Fund was prepared to allow
producing nations to sell on a free
market. Those terms have meant nothing
more than confusion In many cases. I
propose to read a short reference that
was made in "The West Australian" of
the 28th November. under the heading
of "Premium Gold Sales and 'Free'
Market." It reads-

Ever since the International Mon-
'etary Fund-

the "ever since" was the 1st October,
1951-

Ever since the International Mon-
etary Fund gave permission for prem-
ium gold sales, confusion has grown
over the terms "premium" and "free"
gold markets. "Premium" gold sales
can now be legitimately made by mem-
ber countries of the I.M.F. but the
gold so disposed of must be for indus-
trial or commercial uses and the sel-
lers must do their best to see that
the gold is used for the purpose
for which it is sold. The fund frowns
upon any sales which might result
in premium gold finding its way into
hoarding.

Apart from the confusion that exists on
this matter, we find that there are all
sorts of strings attached to the disposal
of this gold on the so-called free market.
The article continues--

"Free" gold sales are permitted
under restrictions by the fund in
several countries, particularly Prance
and Belgium.

Generally, the "free" markets are
outside the control of the fund
and are, therefore, virtually black
markets.

Therefore unless we desire to trade Aus-
tralian gold with the one or two countries
that are offering, we have to enter the
blackmarket. I wonder what Government
is prepared to sanction and actually take
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part in the sale of gold on the free market
if that market is a blackmarket? The
article continues--

Some of the more important of
these exist in Switzerland, Egypt,
India and the Far East.

These free markets in the past year
have been extremely sensitive to any
major political developments and the
progress of the Korean war, and there
is no doubt, despite the vigilance of
member countries of the fund, that
large quantities of gold are finding
their way to these markets. Premium
sales were sanctioned to slow down
the flaw of gold to free markets.

In Canada the gold sold on the pre-
mium market cannot be exported in
monetary form, such as mint bars or
coins but must be in the form of non-
monetary- gold of 22 carat or of a
lower fineness.

Information from Canada this week
shows that the Canadian Government,
like the Australian and Fijian Gov-
ernments, has restricted premium gold
sales to purely U.S. currency.

If Australian gold can be sold over-
seas at premium, it may increase the
price which jewellers, dentists and
others in Australia now pay.

From Canberra on the same date came
these Particulars--

Details of conditions on which gold
would be released by the Common-
wealth Bank for sale on the premium
market were sought by Mr. Cream
(Lab.. Vic.) in the House of Repre-
sentatives today.

The Treasurer (Sir Arthur Fadden)
said that details regarding the dis-
posal of gold were now being worked
out with the industry.

"Now being worked out!" This is the
Government that claimed it was doing all1
in its power: yet, though the International
Monetary Fund after the approach of a
number of nations, including Australia,
told the world that on the 1st October It
was prepared to allow free gold to be sold
on the market other than that being dis-
posed of by South Africa, it was not until
the 28th November that the statement I
have read was made, and then the details
were only just being worked out with the
industry. The message from Canberra
concluded-

He would make a statement to the
House if it were possible to do so be-
fore recess, but he doubted that
negotiations would have reached that
stage in time.

Ten weeks elapsed from the time the In-
ternational Monetary Fund was prepared
to release gold from all producing nations
which desired to enter the free market
on a restricted basis; yet the Common-
wealth Government, on the 28th Novem-

ber, was only just working out the details.
I would have thought that if there had
been any genuineness, any sincerity, on
the part of the Government to help this
industry, those details would have been
worked out months before in anticipation
of gold being sold on a free market basis.
On the 28th November, I asked the Pre-
mier a few questions regarding the State
Government's point of view and the Pre-
mier was quite jubilant about the posi-
tion. lie said that the Government was
pleased with the decision to allow Aus-
tralian gold to be sold on the free market.

I want to know why, if the Premier was
so pleased about it, something was not
done in the time that elapsed since the
earlier applications were made. Surely
some scheme could have been worked out
that would have given the industry a,
chance to get away to a, flying start.
Surely some plans could have been pre-
pared and some decisions reached! But
apparently things were still in the con-
struction stage on the 28th November,
1951. I will have more to say about the
position on that date. If there was any
worthwhile -advantage to Western Aus-
tralian gold producers in the decision of
the International monetary Fund. then
both the Commonwealth and the State
Governments have bungled the position
badly. As one hon. member remarked
during the course of the Premier's Budget
speech, we have missed the bus, and we
undoubtedly have to the tune of almost
three months now, and with the possibility
of a further delay.

The first announcement regarding sales
of gold on the tree market was made on the
1st October, and certain restrictive con-
ditions applied. In fact, there are very
few avenues by which we can dispose of
our gold on the free market. On the 21st
November-seven weeks after the first an-
nouncement-Mr. Menzies announced his
Government's decision to allow Australian
gold producers to sell on the free market,
so it took seven weeks for the Common-
wealth Government to make up its mind
to allow the gold producers of this State
to sell some or all of the gold they pro-
duced in that way. On the 11th December,
the Press indicated that the Government
was still floundering and procrastinating.
In my opinion both the State and the
Commonwealth Governments have been
stalling, thus detrimentally affecting the
goldmining industry of Western Australia.
Under the heading "Committee for Pre-
mium Gold Sales Formed" the following
appeared:-

An Independent committee had been
appointed to arrange the sale of pre-
mium gold on behalf of producers and
to distribute the proceeds to individual
companies and prospectors. The Mini-
later for Transport (Mr. Simpson) said
this when he returned by air from
Canberra last night.

1725



1726 ASSEMBLY. I

Re added that the committee which
'would have its headquarters at Kal-
goorlie, would consist of three mining
officials from Western Australia and
one each from Victoria, New South
Wales and Queensland, The Common-
wealth would also have a representa-
tive. The committee would probably
distribute payments about once a
month.

No definite plan or decision has yet been
reached. The Committee will probably
distribute the proceeds from the free gold
sales. The article states that there will
be three mining officials from Western
Australia. Are they to be Government
oincials? Some of the officers employed
in the various Government departments
are no doubt very capable, but I want to
know who the three officials will be. Will
they include a practical miner and a man
representing the prospecting section of the
industry which, to my mind is one of the

-most important if not the most important
section, but which does not receive con-
sideration commensurate to its importance?
The announcement is somewhat hazy and
gives the industry no confidence what-
soever, and It certainly does not give it
great hopes for the future.

Another thing I would like to know is,
when will the committee meet? We have
been told nothing about this. It does not
look as though it will meet before Christ-
mas, so it will be probably some time in
the new year before we know when a meet-
ing will be held. Finally, is the meeting
to be held In Canberra or some other dis-
tant part? I suggest it should be held
in Western Australia seeing that this
State Produces 75 per cent, of the gold
found in Australia. Wherever it is held,
however, it will mean further expense in
the setting up of an organisation that will
have the duty of finding the free markets,
disposing of the gold and finally distribu-
ting the returns amongst those who are
due to receive them. Undoubtedly quite
a cost will be involved in all this-the
cost of running the meetings, air trans-
port, etc.

Some sort of organ isation will have to
be set up so that the committee will have
a semi-department under its control. Who
will meet the costs-the Commonwealth
Government, the State Government or the
individual producers? The announcement
of the Minister must have come about
as the result of something else that had
taken place at the same time, because we
fine an article on a very similar basis.
only on the condemnation side, headed
"Silence on Sales of Premium Gold," as
.follows-

Speaking at the annual meeting of
Hill 50 Gold Mine N.L. on Friday, the
chairman (Mr. A. E. Weston) said that
on October 1, gold producers were told
that they could market their gold on
-the "free" market. Until November
-21 they waited anxiously for further
details. On that date they were in-

formed they could sell the gold for
dollars. They had received no bene-
fits as yet and the silence from the
Chamber of Mines on the subject was
"terrific." "Although your company
is a member, I have received nothing
from the Chamber on the subject,"
Mr. Weston added.

Mr. Weston- said that the Federal
Government should mention the
countries where gold could be sold for
dollars. Some of the blame for lack
of information lay with the gold pro-
ducers themselves as well as on the
bungling of the Government.

That is an outside opinion from one well
versed in this industry-

In view of the rapid deterioration
of the Australian pound, gold might
be sold in Australia at a premium as
a hedge against inflation. Until the
gold industry was stabilised investors
would turn away from it. Conse-
quently, a great industry might
languish.

So much for the position in regard to the
activities in Australia. bath State and Fed-
eral, from the time of the announcement
that we were to be permitted to sell the
gold produced in this country. I want now
to contrast the delay of 10 weeks in Aus-
tralia with what occurred in Canada. On
the 1st October the Prime Minister of
Canada was notitied in exactly the same
terms as the Prima Minister of Australia
where the Canadian gold producers stood.
On the 7th October the Canadian Govern-
ment authorised the gold producers of that
country to take full advantage of the free
market sales, It took Canada just six
days to arrive at a decision; yet it took
the Australian Government 10 weeks. That
procrastination could cost our gold pro-
ducers many thousands of pounds. As a
matter of fact, after 10 weeks, as I have
already indicated, we have not emerged
much further than the preliminary stage.
We are still talking, and that is all we
have done in Australia for a number of
years so far as the goidmining industry is
concerned.

I have indicated that neither the State
nor the Federal Government has been able
to give us any details because there is no
master plan. Had there been, we would
have heard something of it because
Governments do not hide their heads if
they have anything special to tell the com-
munity. Ministers are very fast into the
Press when they have something they
think will bring them kudos, but we have
heard nothing from either the Common-
wealth or the State Governments beyond
the two articles I have read. I want to
know what the Governments are doing in
regard to getting down to details of the
extent of the free market, and of the
countries we will trade with. Will the
market be unlimited?
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I shall show a little later that the market ounces, amounted to £3,600,000; that is
is far from unlimited, yet we have dilly-
dallied for just on three months without
having sold a single ounce of Australian
gold oversea. I want to know what in-
formation the Government has regarding
price levels. Amongst the questions I
asked the Premier was this one:

Is he aware that when only South
Africa operated on a limited scale on
the free market the average price ob-
tained was about 39 dollars per fine
ounce, and that the market value to-
day is 38.7 dollars; also that there is
ample indication that values will re-
cede to 37 dollars when other nations
enter the selling field?

The Premier's reply was--

The Government is aware of the
premium obtained by South Africa. It
has no indication whatever of the
future average price,

It does not know whether 5,000 or 5,000,000
ozs. can be sold on the free market. All
it knows is that in the past there have been
black market sales of gold and in some
cases at a high figure, to some of the
Asian nations.

The Premier admits he has no indication
of what the future holds regarding the
price of gold-its possible recession or in-
crease. I come to the conclusion that
apparently no exploratory or Preliminary
work has been done since the International
Monetary Fund was approached in Janu-
ary last. There has been a "wait and see"
attitude, and there still is. Although we
have now been advised that a committee
is to be formed, we do not know what its
duties or scope of operations will be, or
from where it will be financed. So the
position is far from satisfactory, and it is
no wonder that the industry does not know
where it stands, because there has been
no expression of policy from the Govern-
ment either In connection with the selling
of gold on the free market, or the possible
future of the industry. I want to review
for a moment the position in South Africa
which produces about three-quarters of the
world's gold. It is reported that that
country last year sold about 40 per cent.
of her gold on the free market. Last
year the sale of South African gold on the
free market amounted to 41~ million ounces.
If we sold all our gold the amount would
not reach 800,000 ounces.

There will be three main gold producing
countries operating on the free market in
the world, namely, Canada, Australia and
South Africa. The contribution of Canada
and Australia to the sales on the free
market, if they could get someone to buy
the gold, would be a little over 2 million
ources whereas last year South Africa
sold 4j million ounces on the free market.
The increased return, over and above 35
dollars per ounce, for that 41 million

equivalent to about only 16s. premium per
fine ounce.

The gold that South Africa sold last
year was on the average basis of 39 dollars
an ounce, which is about four dollars over
and above the price that is fixed as far as
Australia is concerned. The latest report
regarding gold shows that the free market
has receded from 39 dollars to 38.75 dollars.
I received a report only three days ago
and that showed the market to be still fal-
ling. The position in which South Africa
found herself last November is very signi-
ficant as far as the industry is this State
is concerned. South Africa had permission
to sell far more than 4j million ounces of
gold on the free market if she could have
done so. But we have it on published
authority that South Africa, in November
last, reached the bottom as far as the free
market was concerned, and was unable to
dispose of any further gold for the balance
of the year. I have an article dated the
16th October which relates to the posi-
tion in that country. It states-

South Africa "Watching Free
Gold;" Care Not to Embarrass Limited
Market: The South African Treasury
announcement says that the Union
Government will closely watch the
limited free market in gold and make
decisions from time to time in the
light of developments.

The statement says that the Gov-
ernment will not use release by the
International Monetary Fund "from
its self-imposed restrictions" to em-
barrass the gold market.

On the other hand the Government
has reserved to itself complete free-
dom of action to judge its course ac-
cording to circumstances.

The limited free market in gold
which exists would therefore be in-
fluenced by the actions of various
countries operating individually on a
sensitive market.

South Africa has had the experience of
endeavouring to dispose of the gold that
she was Permitted to sell on a dwindling
market, a market receding in price and
one that is predicted to reach the
37 dollar level within a very short time-
that is only two dollars above the normal
price. Yet we find our Premier jubilant
because we are permitted to sell gold
under those circumstances. We find the
Commonwealth Government procrastinat-
Ing month after month and doing nothing
about the problem. In the meantime the
industry as a consequence is languishing
very badly. There is no encouragement to
the industry to continue under those cir-
cumstances.

We have a number of mines that are
endeavouring to get into production; a
number whose shareholders have spent
considerable sums of money. There is a
mine in my electorate which contemplates
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spending 2j million pounds in endeavour-
Ing to get into production. That sum of
21 million pounds is to be put up by pri-
vate enterprise without one iota of as-
sistance from the Government. I give the
Government credit for endeavouring to
help the position a little by releasing ma-
terials and granting import licenses. But
in doing so it is bolstering up the cost of
production of those mines, particularly the
one I have mentioned. So the whole posi-
tion should have been the subject of
serious review; there should have been
some activity, and some tangible result
should have been achieved before this.

Linking up my remarks about South
Africa with our own position, I summarise
by making three short statements. If West-
ern Australian production reaches 624,000
fine ounces for 1951, that will be about
its peak and If that total had been disposed
of at the premium rate on the free market.
under similar conditions to South Africa
when the market was much firmer than
it is today, the total gain to this State,
on a basis of 16s., would have been some-
where near £500,000. Even if the premium
that we would have received in extra dol-
lars on the free market had reached 20s.
we would have received only £624,000 to
distribute in the industry. So that to fore-
cast that there would be a gain to this
State of £1,250,000 if we sold our gold on
the free market is absolutely fictitious
and cannot be borne out by figures.

In making attacks and stating facts I
am accustomed to summing up and giving
what I consider would be remedies for
bringing some relief to the industry. I
have five suggested remedies, the first
being-

That the Commonwealth and State
Governments define their attitudes
towards the gold mining industry and
announce a firm declaration of policy
backed up by financial aid.

It is useless if we are going to continue
on month after month with expressions
of goodwill towards the industry, lauding
the industry for its past record, and not
doing anything about it. The Premier was
proud, when in London, that we had an
industry that' had produced so much
wealth for this Commonwealth. Let us
have some tangible evidence of how the
Governments of Australia appreciate what
the industry has done. my second sug-
gested remedy Is-

A bonus on new gold would stimu-
late production.

It would undoubtedly pep up the activi-
ties of many companies and would bring
in much more of the lower valued stone
or dirt that is being by-passed at the
moment. That is lost for all time to
this State and it would have a general
effect on the industry. It would bring

some life into many of these places that are
struggling to keep their heads above water.
The third remedy is_

National reversion to a sound money
policy interchangeable with all nations
-a gold coinage.

In years gone by gold coinage was used
throughout Australia and many other
nations. There was never any trouble in
the industry about gold being produced
under the cost of production. The industry
flourished and, if we had some means of
bringing nations back on to gold coinage,
the industry would commence, very quickly,
to get back on to its feet. My fourth
suggested remedy is-

Accelerate prospecting.
assistance to prospectors.

A generous

This is one of MY most important sug-
gestions. Let us give general and generous
assistance to these people to encourage
them. to go back into the industry. Today
there is only a mere handful of men pros-
pecting and the majority of them are
young. They do not possess the same
knowledge of the industry as those old
prospectors of half a century ago, or even
of 25 years ago. In those days hundreds
of men were out prospecting and new shows
were constantly being found. New com-
panies were coming into the industry and
the industry as a whole was buoyant. In
those days the industry in this State was
at its Peak and was able to assist, mone-
tarily and otherwise, the flagging indus-
tries that today produce so much for this
country-I refer to wheat and wool. In
those days those industries were in the
doldrums and the goldmining industry af-
forded them material assistance. The time
will come again when we will have to
rely on our goldmining industry and we
must give it a sound foundation.

Mr. Butcher: Are not the conditions
in the city made too easy these days?
They are such that it is not possible to
get men into the bush. Are not amenities
too prevalent here?

Mr. KELLY: I would answer that by
saying that conditions are not good enough
in the back country to entice the people
away from the city. Conditions in the
city are such that men with families.
particularly, are not prepared to go into
the back country where there are insuffi-
cient amenities. Unless a man in the gold-
mining industry can get into some decent-
sized centre there are almost no amenities
existing at all. So to a degree what the
member for Gascoyne says is correct, but
unless we are prepared to do our share in
making amenities available, in giving pros-
pectors more consideration to enable them
to get back into the industry we will not
get very far.

The majority of our good Prospectors
are at Present in Sunset Home because
they have had no encouragement, over aL
period of years, to get out. They previously
got a miserable £1 a week sustenance, with
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a miserable allowance for tools and other
requirements. Those are the conditions
that farce prospectors to get out of the
industry. Until we increase their allow-
ances and improve their financial positions
we will not get many of the old Pros-
p6ctors back Into the industry. The
majority of them have made very little
out of it, even though they have been in it
all their lives. Finally we should em-
bark on an intense drilling programme
of likely auriferous country. As I suggested
in this Chamber, if we were to be totally
equipped where the Mines Department is
concerned, and completely equipped insofar
as machinery for boring purposes is con-
cerned, we could get good crews--not
large crews--with four or five men in a
party who could get around the country
and drill the various places.

We have thousands of shows and shafts
throughout our auriferous belts that pros-
pectors nave worked down to 30 or 40
feet, but which they have left because
of the cost and the difficulties of carrying
on without mates. If there was adequate
plant we could open up those various
places. The Mines Department have a
full knowledge of what those fields could
and have produced. But many reasons why
those shows have closed down are not
known by the department. When a pros-
pector finishes, because he is not able to
produce gold economically, he Just walks
out and so goes history with those shows.
Therefore if we Put adequate drilling plant
in the hands of capable men and let them
drill and work around those auriferous
fields, I feel certain there would be some-
thing worthwhile to show in return.

MR. W. HEONEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
[4.47]: 1 desire to pass a few remarks
In connection with this Bill, more partic-
ularly in a matter in which I was person-
ally interested today; that is in relation
to the management and control of the
Metropolitan Markets. I happened to be
out of the Chamber for less than four
minutes and while I was in the telephone
room there was a division. When I came
in I discovered that the division was on
the question of whether the Metropoli-
tan Market Act Amendment Bill should
be read a second time or not. I am not
going to squeal over that. I made in-
quiries and found that the Premier was
anxious that I should be given an oppor-
tunity to reply to the second reading
speeches that were made. But the House
inii ts wisdom decided that the Bill should
not be read a second time. I do not
propose to waste the time of the House on
the obviously fantastic, but I would like
to contradict a few of the statements-
scurrilous statement--made by the mem-
ber for Maylands.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not the right
time: this is the Loan Bill we are discus-
sing.

Mr, W. HEONEY: This is a matter
that comes into the Loan Bill because the
schedule provides for the development
of agriculture, and this Bill and the
Parent Act refer to agricultural prob-
blems. So I presume I am in order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Only from the loan
aspect.

Mr. W. HEONEY: It is also from the
the aspect of public buildings; and the
markets are public buildings.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Estimates would
be a better time.

Mr. W. HEONEY: The Estimates may
be a better time from your point of view,
Mr. Speaker, but from my point of view
4.50 p.m. is a better time to deal with the
matter than 4.50 am.

Mr. SPEAKER: Stick to the Bill.
Mr. W. HEONEY: With your indul-

gence, Mr. Speaker, I would point out
that the Minister for Lands, representing
the Minister for Agriculture, gave scant
consideration to the provisions in the Bill.
He did not treat them on their merits.
The Minister simply read a few notes and
mentioned that as Mr. Troy in 1926 ap-
pointed somebody as the producers' rep-
resentative, there was no reason for a
change. After asking questions recently
I find that the present board or trust is
constituted of a retired person named Mr.
Wilson-incidentally I was accused of
describing Mr. Harper, the producers' rep-
resentative, as a company director. This
information was supplied to me by the
Minister for Lands. The present members
of the Trust are Mr. Wilson, retired;
Mr. Harper, the representative of the
growers; Mr. Webb, representative of the
consumers: and we also find a man
named W. H. Haines, who is an orchard-
ist, another member of the trust; J.
Murray is described as a contractor. The
member for Maylands tried to use the
argument that the fruitgrowers should
be represented on the trust.

These are the answers supplied by the
Minister f or Agriculture to the Minister
for Lands and tabled here quite recently.
So it would appear that the orchardists
and fruitgrowers already have a rep-
resentative. I am not concerned with
what Mr. Troy's views were 25 years
ago, or with what the views of some
Minister, whether he was a Liberal man
or a Labour man, were 23 years ago. I
contend that a market trust of this nature
should have on it a direct representative
of the growers. The persons who use
that market in and out of season three
times a week over 52 weeks of the year
are the market gardeners. The fruit-
growers, of course, use it periodically.

When I was speaking during the
second reading debate I indicated that
I was not going to stand adamant on the
provisions of the Bill, and that if the
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Minister or any other member of the
House had a particular amendment he
would like to submit for the considera-
tion of the Committee, it would be
treated on its merits and given every
consideration. But the Minister and other
members who have spoken have adopted
a negative attitude, and tried to make
out that market gardeners are a body
not to be trusted and that they are not
to have representation. I would like to
contradict another statement made by the
member for Maylands in which he said
that the Vegetable Growers' Association
was not consulted. I would like to say
that I was in touch with the secretary
of that association and found out what
its membership was. But the member for
Maylands accused me of being a mere
tool. However, I think I can treat that
statement with the contempt it deserves.

The only reason that prompted my
drafting of the Bill in collaboration with
the Parliamentary Draftsman and sub-
mitting it for the consideration of the
House, was to focus attention on the fact
that the market gardeners, as a section
of producers, had no representation what-
soever on the market trust. When the
Act was passed in 1926 there was no
Market Gardeners' Association nor were
there associations of other sections of the
producers that exist today. My contention
is that as market-gardeners are a very
Important section of the community they
should be entitled to some direct system
of representation. The Minister used as
an argument that it would be impossible
or very difficult to conduct a ballot of
growers. I do not think that will stand
any investigation because every three
years the Electoral Department couducts
a ballot of all the people in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister also mentioned that the
fruitgrowers were registered; there is also
a system of registration as far as the
market-gardeners are concerned and it
would be a very easy task to arrange some
system. I am surprised at the House adopt-
ing the attitude it did this morning; it
was certainly entitled to adopt that at-
titude, but I think a Bill of this nature
might have been given a little more con-
sideration and allowed to proceed to the
Committee stage. The Minister interjected
and said that the Bill was introduced at
a late stage of the session. The Bill was
introduced, speaking from memory, five or
six weeks ago, but on account of the Gov-
ernment's business taking precedence it
was put almost right down at the bottom
of the notice paper.

I know the member for Maylands has
been doing a bit of snooping and I would
like to correct the impression that there
are only 100 members in the Market
Gardeners' Association. I have made in-
quiries and I know there are 325 financial
members in that association and, from
the figures which I have obtained from

the secretary of the Vegetable Growers
Association referring to the middle Lif
November, there are approximately 181
members in that association. I am not
going to discriminate between the Veget-
able Growers' Association and the Market
Gardeners' Association. To me they are
all market gardeners and in the two as-
sociations there are approximately 500
producers. I say quite candidly that they
are entitled to select a representative as
their spokesman on the Market Trust.
From the information I have obtained the
time is over-ripe when there should be a
full inquiry-and the Minister will not
doubt my word very mach-into the whole
of the ramifications of the Metropolitan
Market Trust. There is a member on the
Market Trust who is a member of the
Perth City Council; he is also an auc-
tioneer and is a principal of one of the
five firms that are auctioneers at the
Market Trust. I have nothing against this
man personally and I have only met him
a few times, but does anyone mean to
say that that gentleman represents the
Perth City Council when he has business
on the trust property? He represents the
auctioneers in actual fact.

The Government would be well advised
to probe the whole of the administration,
management and set-up of the Metro-
politan Markets, and I think the time is
long overdue when the personnel of the
markets should be revised and the pro-
ducers and market-gardening section
given representation. I have no objection
to any other section being represented. As
I have indicated, there is an orchardist
on the trust. He was not elected by the
orchardists and it is possible he may be
the best man in the world to represent the
fruitgrowers, but the fruitgrowers should
have the right to select their representa-
tive on the Market Trust.

I would urge the Government between
now and next session to have a look at
the Market Trust and its set-up and ad-
ministration to see whether this Act needs
amendment or not. I hope that during
the next session of Parliament a Bill will
be brought down to amend the Metro-
politan Market Act in the interests more
particularly of the producers. I propose
to deal with another matter while I am
on my feet, and that relates to State
housing.

Mr. SPEAKER: On the Loan Hill?
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes, there are pro-

visions here for housing, Public buildings,
and so on. In the First Schedule to the
Hill, at page 4, we find Item 27, which re-
fers to advances to State Housing Com-
mission for the re-establishment of persons
dispossessed of their homes owing to re-
sumption of land for public purposes, and
for the temporary housing of evicted ten-
ants. I think I am on pretty sound ground
this time, Mr. Speaker. A notification
published in the 'Government Gazette" on
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the 27th November, 1950, had the effect
of alienating from private owners 8,250
acres of land in the Wanneroo-Tuart Hill
area. The intention was that the Housing
Commission should acquire the property
for the building of 24,000 homes. Another
notice appeared in the "Gazette" on the
8th December, I am not arguing whether
the Government has or has not power to
acquire the land. That is the subject of
a court case, but the Housing Commission
has resumed l-and for housing purposes
and, speaking from memory, I think the
time limit of that power is the 30th June,
1952. However, the provisions of the Public
Works Act apply to such resumptions. I
do not propose to criticise any officer of
the Commission. In my dealings with them
I have received all possible consideration
and the utmost courtesy. All relevant in-
formation that could be givepi to me has
been given.

I feel concerned, however, because a
number of people who were building homes
on a self-help basis on quarter-acre blocks
and others who were actually living in
their homes have had their property re-
sumed without any prior knowledge that
the resumption was to be made. The first
intimation they received was when the
State Housing Commission issued notices
indicating that on a certain day the gazet-
tal of their titles to the property had been
effected. Admittedly, the Government from
time to time must resume land, but I com-
plain that the way these resumptions were
made was very unfair to the people. I
might be entirely wrong in what I am
about to suggest, or might be putting up an
impracticable proposal, but I think the
Housing Commission could have selected
responsible officers to approach these
people personally-they are not living
a thousand miles from Perth-and explain
what was going to happen. A human touch
of that sort would have eased matters con-
siderably.

The Minister for Housing: Do not you
think it would have afforded a good op-
portunity to big land speculators to step
in and get the land and make a lot of
money out of it?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No. There necd
have been a very brief interval between
the time the Minister's officers approached
the people and the time when the notice
was gazetted. It took me only two or three
days to interview all the people. As I have
said, I am not criticising the officers, but
this did happen. An unfortunate occur-
rence was that in some cases the resump-
tion was gazetted in the name, not of the
actual owner but of the previous owner.
so that the real owners received their noti-
fication second-hand, and there were quite
a number of them. When representations
were made by the Commission, in the
majority of eases the land was released.

I am not saying that this is the first
occasion on which it has occurred, and I
am not having a sly shot at the Minister,

but I indicated in a letter representing the
views of the people concerned that I was
dissatisfied with the method adopted, and
I hope that if further resumptions are
made in the future, some responsible officer
of the Commission will, if possible, meet
the people personally and let them know
just what their fate is going to be. There
are very few cases outstanding, and nego-
tiations are taking place between the Com-
mission, the owners concerned and myself.

An area of 8,250 acres has been resumed,
and it involves the electorates of Middle
Swan, Wembley Beaches, Toodyny and Mt.
Hawthorn. I have no definite information,
but I believe that, as a result of Common-
wealth-State relationships regarding fin-
ances for home-building, the gigantic pro-
gramme envisaged by the Commission
some months ago will not be carried out.
If that is so, I should like the Minister
to give an indication how long it is likely
to be before the land that has been or
will be resumed will be used.

While I am speaking on resumptions, let
me refer to another case in the Osborne
Park district. There is a Person named
Mrs. Rose Stampalyi, who lives in Scar-
borough-road and has reared a family of

She hdproperty attecorner o
Scarborough -road and Government-road,
an area of six acres. She took it up over
20 years ago, and she and her husband
fenced it and established a good vineyard
there. Some time ago-and let me say
that I am not criticising the Minister for
Education in this-the State decided to
take approximately two acres of the area
to add to the Innaloo school grounds. Re-
cently, the Government decided to take the
rest of the six acres and leave her with
practically nothing.

She is working on a market-garden pro-
perty and her husband is working on the
brother-in-law's property. Her idea was
to carry on the vineyard, and she desired
to retain one or two acres of it. When
I pointed out that that might be impractic-
able, and suggested that she might get a
block of a quarter or half-an-acre, she
agreed. She wanted a little site adjacent
to the school so that, when circumstances
permitted, she could build a school shop
and put her eldest daughter into it to earn
a livelihood. So far the School Sites Com-
mittee and the Works Department have re-
fused to release one square foot of the six
acres. I do not know whether the School
Sites Committee has explored the possibil-
ity of getting suitable land elsewhere in the
vicinity, but from this and other cases that
I know of, I am inclined to think there
is a tende~ncy on the part of these resump-
tion committees to take the line of least
resistance and acquire the block easiest
to get.

Incidentally, I may mention that her
son Anthony, a fine Young chap of 22 or
23. had saved money and bought two blocks
of land at the corner of Burt-stree, and
Oxford-street, Leederville, and, on the last
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occasion when I spoke to the mother, I
was told that the Government had taken
the two blocks belonging to the lad. They
have been resumed for the purpose of a
police station. The mother was not born in
this country, -but she has reared five
children who are good Australians, and she
cazinot be blamed if she forms the idea
that there is a policy of frustration in this
State. She feels very keenly about what
has happened. I know that the Minister
is sympathetic and will do what he can
in the matter. A member of another place
is acquainted with the lady, and I hope
that between us we shall be able to get
some measure of relief for her.

There is another instance concerning a
block at the corner of Main-street and
Scarborough-road, Osborne Park. An old
lady named Flynn has been there for 53
or 54 years. She is one of the pioneers of
the district, having been engaged In dairy-
ing in the early years. Some time ago, the
Fire Brigades Board decided that hers was
a nice block and decided to resume it for
fire brigade purposes. The board wanted
a corner block to provide a clean getaway
from the station, but there are plenty of
corner blocks in Osborne Park that would
be unsuitable for a residence but would
serve for a fire station. Owing to the
methods adopted, people are feeling very
dissatisfied and unsettled, and I think
greater consideration might be shown to-
wards the owners of such property before
it is resumed.

MR. SPEAKER: Many of the remarks
that have been made on this Bill are out
of order. Therefore I ask members not
to continue along those lines. The right
time to deal with the matters that have
been mentioned is during the discussion on
the Revenue Estimates.

MR. RODOREDA (Pilbara) [5.13): 1
wish to enter a most emphatic protest
against being forced to debate these im-
portant Loan Estimates in the last week
of the session and after nearly a week
of almost continuous sittings. We are
forced into continuing this debate when
the Treasurer himself is not In the
Chamber and everyone else Is half asleep.
Why this situation should have been im-
posed upon us is beyond my comprehen-
sion. I cannot see any need for it at
all, unless it be due to the incapacity and
inefficiency of the Government to con-
duct the business of Parliament in a
proper manner.

in the early part of the session, we
were here for about three months with-
out doing much work because no legis-
lation was ready for our consideration.
Since I have been a member of this
House, I have never known the situation
to be so bad as it is this year. Admit-
tedly, there is always a rush to some ex-
tent towards the end of the session, but
never has it been as bad as it is on
this occasion, and never have we had a

Government that ignored the rights and
privileges of private members and of
Parliament as a whole to the extent
this Government has done. No con-
sideration whatever! Consideration only
for its own desires and its own way of
conducting the business! Each year the
Government seems to be becoming more
despotic in its attitude and trying to get
rid of the Parliamentary session as
quickly as possible.

I protest against this sort of thing;
it is quite unnecessary. Why has the
session to closed this week? We are
left with 12 to 24 hours into which to
compress the debates on these import-
ant Loan Estimates and on the Revenue
Estimates, and there is no earthly reason
why we should be restricted in that way.
I wish the Premier were present to hear
my protest. It is his place to be here
when important Estimates are being de-
bated. I rose only to express my aston-
ishment and dismay at finding that there
is no provision in the Loan Estimates
for the purchase of a new ship for the
North-West coast. The present Govern-
ment has been in office for five years and
has not made even a pretence of securing
another ship for that service. I am
alarmed at the position that will develop
next year.

In reply to my question the other even-
Ing the Premier said we were going to
lose one of the ships that we now have
and that the Commonwealth wanted It
returned in February next. I do not
know that it will be returned in Feb-
ruaryi but it will probably go back to
the Commonwealth some time next year.
The Premier then said that the "Kab-
barli' would be here to make up an
equivalent tonnage, but it will do nothing
of the sort.

.Mr. Yates:I Which of the present ships
is going back to the Commonwealth?

Mr. RODOREDA; The "Dulverton". I
tell the Government that had we got the
"Kabbarli" in addition to the ships we
now have there would still not have suffi-
cient shipping space to cope with the
trade that is offering on the coast, and
so an alarming position will develop next
year. The "Koolinda" will be off the
coast for from six to ten weeks and the
"Kabbarli," soon after It arrives, will have
to be refitted; a job that will probably
take three months. Fancy any new ship
coming over to do two or three token
trips to the North-West, and then hav-
ing to go off the run for anything from
three to five months to be refitted to an
extent that will cost probably thousands
of pounds.

A sum of £450,000 is allowed on the
Loan Estimates for final payments on the
'Kabbarli' including alterations and coni-
version of No. 2 hold for the carriage of
perishable cargo. The position is that we
will have the "Kabbarli" for portion of
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the time and "Dorrigo" and "Koolinda",
instead of having five ships to do the
work that even that number could not
cope with. When we last discussed this
question with the Premier the manager of
the State Shipping Service agreed with
me, yet in spite of that we are to lose
one ship and have her replaced by an-
other that will not carry an equivalent
tonnage of cargo because of the passenger
and stewards' accommodation, etc. Obvi-
ously we will be worse off next year than
we now are, and yet no effort is apparent
on the part of the Government to have
a new ship built and nothing is, allowed
for that purpose in the Estimates.

-I again warn the Government that the
situation on the North-West coast will be
desperately bad next year. It will pro-
bably be such that the Government will
have to provide road transport to carry
the cargo that should go by sea and that
is alxead~y offering. I want an assurance
from the Premier that arrangements will
be made for the building of a new ship
for this service, but unfortunately he is
not present at the moment. I1 want also
to know why a new ship that has just been
completed to the specifications of the
State Shipping Service requires to have
such extensive alterations made to her
almost immediately. Obviously someone
has made a serious blunder and I feel that
the matter requires thorough probing.

No attempt has been made to indicate
to the House how much these alterations
are to cost. Can any member in his right
senses explain why a new ship, built to
the specifications of the department, should
require alteration as soon as we take de-
livery of it? This is a very serious matter
indeed. I point out also that a strong
effort had to be made to prevent the
"Kabbarli" being sent to the far South.
Imagine anyone having the temerity to
suggest that a little ship such as that
should be sent right down into those
rough seas, far from any assistance such
as she might need through damage of any
sort or through the contingencies that are
always likely to overtake a new vessel!

The State Shipping Service, however,
was quite agreeable to sending this vessel
down there at the behest of Common-
wealth Government and I believe that
some Inquiry is necessary into the activi-
ties of that department in the matter of
the required alterations to this vessel. All
that, however, is a mere bagatelle com-
Pared with the fact that nothing is being
done to provide for the Purchase of a new
ship for the North West run.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) L5.22]:
The other evening when speaking to the
debate on the second reading I asked the
Treasurer for an explanation of certain
items, and of the difference between what
was provided in the schedule to the Bill
and what was provided in the Estimates.
He said he would seek the information
but, unfortunately, he is not present now.

I referred particularly to the provision
made in the Welshpool-Bassendean Rail-
way Bill with regard to resumptions and
work. I do not know that any of the work
has actually been started yet, but it was in-
dicated that within two years consider-
able development will have taken place.
As none of that activity has yet begun it
doss not appear to me that the money
provided will be spent.

In the Loan Estimates £500,000 Is pro-
vided for the building of workers' homes,
and yet there is no provision in that re-
gard to be found in the Loan Bill. I
would like to know from the Treasurer
or from the Minister for Housing whether
that money is available and whether the
Government proposes to use it, because
£6500.000 is a sumn with which a fairly large
programme could be carried out, In the
years leading up to the recent war the
amount of Loan money available was con-
siderably less than it has been in more
recent times, and during the depression
it was difficult to raise any funds at all.
At that time money was necessary to pro-
vide work for the workers and the Gov-
ernment of that day, as the result of
representations made to it to provide em-
ployment, had to make the available Loan
funds go as far as possible in providing
work rather than spend them on capital
goods or capital works.

An extensive sewerage programme was
undertaken with the result that Perth was
made a modern city. The wheat industry
was in the doldrums. Loan funds were not
being spent in the country districts but
were being expended mainly in the metro-
politan area on the works I have men-
tioned. That programme was mainly re-
productive work which would eventually re-
deem itself and, as I have said, the result
of it was to make Perth a modern city.
There is at present a great demand for the
extension of the sewerage system of the
outskirts of the city, and in my own district
a great deal of this work is required In
East Victoria Park and through to River-
vale. A little while ago a deputation
waited on the Minister, urging that pro-
vision be made for an Immediate com-
mencement of this work and I hope the
department will soon make a start on it.
In many areas where the Housing Com-
mission Is building it lays the sewerage
pipes before development takes Place and
in that way the cost of installation Is re-
duced considerably.

To revert to the £500,000 provided for
the building of workers' homes, I think
it is most regrettable that the Common-
wealth Government has seen fit to close
down on the provision for the building of
Commonwealth-State rental homes. There
is no doubt that since before the end of
the recent war that scheme has done a
great deal to Provide homes for our
workers. In pre-war years the funds
available were so small that the provision
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of housing by the State was infinitesimal
in comparison with the needs of the
people.

The Government of that day, in order
to encourage the building Industry, passed
*a Bill known as the "Small Loans Scheme"
under which a man could apply for up
to £100 to make additions or alterations
to his home. The purpose of that meas-
ure was to find work for the building
tradesmen who were then unemployed.
The only money available for the purpose
in those days was the surplus from the
State Insurance Office and from the
,Superannuation Board funds1 and those
moneys were diverted to the building of
workers' homes. The Commonwealth-
.State rental housing programme has filled
a long-felt want.

Years ago when Stanley Melbourne
Bruce was Prime Minister and Dr. Earl
Page was Treasurer, the Commonwealth
Government brought down a Bill known
as the Commonwealth Housing Scheme.
Under that scheme £I,000,00ll was provided,
but unfortunately it was not implemented
to the full because in those days not much
activity took place. Materials and work-
men were available in large numbers at
the time, so that homes could have been
provided for the people. When the Com-
monwealth-State rental housing scheme
was initiated by the Chifley Government,
its underlying feature was to give workers
with large families an opportunity to have
a decent house in which to live. Under
the provisions of the agreement an econo-
mic rent was set down based on the in-
come of a worker on the basic wage.
Those workers, with 6 or 8 children, were
forced into the various capital cities of
the Commonwealth in order to obtain
houses at a cheap rental. As a result,
slum conditions were created. The object
was to try to build up in Australia a
scheme which would provide those persons.
who were forced into slum areas, with
decent houses. That scheme, which has
been extended, has filled a long-felt want.

There are thousands of people who are
still requiring homes but it now appears
that the scheme is to go by the board.
It will be interesting to hear the Minister
for Housing indicate whether he is to ex-
tend the home-ownership principle or
whether he is to continue with that con-
tained in the Commonwealth-State rental
agreement. If the Government does that
I think we will eventually overcome the
lag in housing. There is no doubt that the
Commonwealth Government has fallen
down on its promise to provide homes for
the people, which at present are so essen-
tial for the well-being of the community.
The dictum has been laid down that no
further funds are to be made available
for this purpose. That is a retrograde
step and there will need to be a good deal
of. activity in this State if the housing
programme is to catch up with the needs
of. the people.

Last week-end the Minister for Trans-
port represented the Government at a con-
ference held in Canberra, which was called
to deal with problems confronting East-
ern States Governments, inasmuch as
semi-government bodies and local auth-
orities are not able to get sufficient loan
money to carry on with their necessary
work. It is a reflection on our economic
system, at this stage, when there is such
great need for roads, footpaths and other
amenities for people, for the Common-
wealth Government to step in and say,
"No further funds can be made available
for these essential works because of the
inflationary problem that is confronting
us." Yet it is spending money in other
directions instead of on essential projects
such as housing, Our State Minister
supported the attitude of the chairman of
the Loan Council, and voted in favour of
the refusal to make available any further
funds to semi-government bodies and local
authorities in Western Australia, Queens-
land and Victoria.

Undoubtedly the local authorities in this
State will be confronted with great diffi-
culties, and they will be forced to approach
the Government to make available money
for the carrying out of their essential
works. I noticed from the Press this
morning that neither the Commonwealth
nor the State Government is harkening
to their needs, and they do not know to
whom they shall look. I would like to
know from the Minister for Housing how
many homes it is proposed to build under
the workers' homes legislation, and what
will be the position of all those persons
who have been on priority lists for years
fur a Commonwealth-State rental home.
I know one man who has been on the
priority list since 1948. When he entered
the accommodation that he occupies now
he had one child, but there has since
been an increase in his family and all of
them have to sleep in one room at the
back of a butcher's shop. I have indicated
that there are many cases such as that
in the metropolitan area, and it appears
they are to be denied decent houses under
this proposal. Therefore, it is regrettable
that, at this stage of our development,
having regard to the fact that there are
ample funds available and an increasing
demand for homes, we will be confronted
with difficulty from now on.

I will refer to schools and other Matters
on the Annual Estimates. There is no
doubt that this itemn I have referred to
is a most vital one and I hope the Minister
will give attention to it. In my district
many resumptions are taking place, but
there is one case in particular that has
been brought to my notice and I have
discussed it with the departmental officer.
No solution has yet been found. This
man had built a home in Rivervale in
an area which has been resumed for parks
and reserves. Four long Years have passed,
and the department has not yet decided
when it will provide alternative accommo-
dation. He is greatly concerned because
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he has committed himself to building a
house at a high capital cost, and especially
in view of his age and the income he earns.
He is expecting the Housing Commission
to provide him with a decent house in
order that he may offset some of his
financial loss. It is about time that some
attempt was made by the Housing Com-
mission to solve his difficulty.

Under the Bassendean marshalling yards
measure provision was made for compensa-
tion to be paid to those people whose
properties are to be resumed. When the
Bill was under discussion last year I put
it to the Minister representing the Minister
for Railways that all the compensation
cases should not come under the con-
sideration of one resumption officer, and
the Minister was good enough to say that
the Government would establish a commit-
tee to have regard to the needs of the
people concerned and the difficulty of
securing alternative accommodation. As
to the problems arising from the activities
-of the State Housing Commission I think
a committee should be established to deal
with them. At times I am not satisfied
with the work performed by the resump-
tion officer. In many instances blanket
resumption is made. I discussed one par-
ticular case with the chairman of the
Land Resumption Board 12 months ago,
concerning a man who had brought five
small blocks of land in Maida Vale, The
rates had not been paid on them at the
time of his purchase, and it was his in-
tention to build a tennis court on one
block and a small house on another. On
the adjoining blocks he had fruit trees
and other improvements, including a
small garage and a poultry f arm. A
blanket resumption was made in the area
which took in his property, and they
wanted to take over all his blocks except
that on which the small house was
erected. All his improvements in the
shape of fruit trees, etc. and even his
water supply, were on these blocks which
were to be resumed.

I pointed out to the chairman that
neither he nor I would like to be sub-
ject to a blanket resumption and give
up the blocks despite what the future
might hold for us, merely because the
Housing Commission desired them.- He
ei'entually agreed that this man's block,
4on which the house was erected, should
not be resumed. I1 am afraid that the
resumption officer considers the H-ous-
ing Commission's point of view primarily
'without having due regard to the interests
of the individual who owns the land con-
cerned, and who has planned to build a
house on it. I am not concerned about
persons who own large tracts of land
and who are not using them, but those
who have only one or two blocks which
they have bought for the purpose of
erecting a home. The man in the South
Belmont area who was affected by the

resumption is still waiting for alterna-
tive accommodation to be provided prior
to his being evicted. There are other
items I desire to discuss when the Annual
Estimates are debated. I notice that the
Minister for Works is not present. I do
not know whether he will be here later
on in the evening, but there are matters
affecting his department that I wish to
discuss.

The Minister for Education: Yes, he
will be here at a later stage.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Stirling-In reply)
[5.42]: There is not much I want to say
except that I think I should correct .an
impression created by the member for
Merredin-Vilgarn and one or two other
members. Regarding the remarks of the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn, I took
them to be criticism of the State Govern-
ment through not undertaking to raise
the price of gold through the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. If I am mistaken
in that belief I shall most generously
apologise to the hon. member. He may
have meant that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has not yet succeeded 'in induc-
ing the International Monetary Fund to
take that action, but it is no part of mine
to deal with the Commonwealth author-
ity.-

I would only say that in the great
part of this year representations have
been made by the State Government-
and I believe with a considerable amount
of success so far as the prospects of the
activities resulting aire concerned-as to
the difficult position of the goidmining
industry and the desire to have the Inter-
national Monetary Fund increase the
price of gold or, alternatively, as it then
appeared a reasonably good proposition-
although I believe it is not quite so at-
tractive at present-to enable a substan-
tial portion of our gold production to be
marketed on what is known as the free
market. I myself, undertook lengthy dis-
cussions with the Commonwealth Treas-
urer and the Director of the Bureau of
National Resources in Canberra on the
subject, and subseQuently a substantial
deputation representing all phases of the
goldmining industry, and not confined
to the goidmining interests of Western
Australia, but including those in other
States, was introduced by the Minister for
Railways, Transport and Mines to the
Commonwealth Treasurer only a few
weeks ago,

The first two subjects to which I re-
ferred were put strongly to him, and an
alternative long-term plan to stabilise the
industry under which the Commonwealth
could subsidise mines to maintain them
in production and to minimise selective
mining. The proposal for a long-term plan
was Put up by those associated with the
goidmining industry, and was intended to
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be a very considerable departure from that the amount mentioned in the Loan
what I could term the common rule or
rule of thumb procedure with respect to
assistance to individual goldmaines de-
pendent almost entirely on their returns
over a given period, which arrangement
had been adopted for some time by the
previous Federal Administration. I under-
stand from the Minister who visited the
Eastern States on that occasion that the
reception the deputation received was
extremely favourable.

Mr. Kelly: That has not been apparent
in the industry.

The MINITER FOR EDUCATION:
Does the hon. member Imagine that the
methods of those connected with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and the at-
titude adopted in these matters could be
altered merely by pressing a button in
Canberra or Perth? I do not suggest that
for one moment. But I am convinced that
as a result of representations and factual
data supplied to the Commonwealth Oov-
erment. and also from what those equally
concerned in moving the International
Monetary Fund in the direction I have in-
dicated have suggested, goods results will
ensue.

Mr. Kelly: They would need to, other-
wise you will have a strangled industry on
your hands.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Does the hon. member suggest that the
activities of the State Government would
have been undertaken if the industry had
a long assured future before it?

Mr. Kelly: But could not some interim
help have been afforded the industry?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
believe the industry as a whole can wait
a little longer for the result of the de-
liberations. I am satisfied that individual
cases could be dealt with and, in fact. I
think the Federal Treasurer said some-
thing to that effect. With regard to the
comments of the member for Middle
Swan, I mention to him that the funds
for the Commonwealth-State rental homes
are directly provided by the Common-
wealth. and therefore they would not ap-
pear on the State Estimates. I would
remind the hon. member that in intro-
ducing the Loan Estimates the Premier
said, 'For the State Housing Commission
two amounts totalling £608,000 have been
provided in the current Estimates."

Mr. J. Hegney: What about the £:500,000
provided for the Housing Commission for
the erection of houses for sale?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member must appreciate that
money received from the Commonwealth
Government direct for the erection of
Commonwealth-State homes and so on
would not appear in our Loan Estimates.
From his remarks he appeared to think

Bill is all the money available, whereas
that is not so.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

MOTION-FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
As to Contradictory Statements and Order

Of Extensions.
Debate resumed from the 7th December

on the following motion by Hon. J. B. S1cc-
man-

In view of the contradictory state-
ments made by the Minister for Works
as against the report and statement
of Colonel Tydeman regarding the size
of ships likely to use the Fremantle
harbour in future, this House requests
the Government to immediately have
the necessary investigations made and
suitable action taken to prevent what
Colonel Tydenian says, in paragraphs
35. 137 and 187, will happen.

This House also requests the
Government to investigate the ever-
changing contradictory statements
made as between Ministers and en-
gineers as to the order in which the
harbour is to be extended and tell the
House in what order it intends to
do the expansions so that the public
will have the proper information.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (Melville) [5.52):
The member for Fremantle is to be com-
mended for the pertinacity and persistence
he has displayed in trying to impress upon
the Government the necessity for doing
the right thing with regard to the Fre-
mantle, harbour. Since it was first an-
nounced that the Government had agreed
to the extension of the harbour upstream.
I made it my business to discuss the pro-
posal' at every opportunity with people in
Fremantle who should be expected to have
a viewpoint on the question. Almost with-
out exception, those to whom I have spoken
expressed surprise that anyone would con-
sider doing other than extend the har-
bour seawards.

Mr. Yates: Would they be experts or
just local people?

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: They are exper-
ienced in their own lines but not engineers.
Some of them are naval men. They
brought to bear upon the question a com-
monsense point of view which quite of ten
is just as valuable-and sometimes more
valuable-than expert opinion. Colonel
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Tydeman by no means said that the only
thing to do was to go upstream. The
Tydeman scheme proposes to go both ways.
It suggests going upstream to Point Brown
initially and then in years to come to ex-
tend seawards. So the Tydeman plan is
a combination of both. To attempt to give
effect to the plan in the way proposed, is
to leave to posterity the job of extending
the harbour seawards after we have gone
up river and possibly spoilt it. From some-
thing the Minister said the other evening,
it is now apparent that the Government is
not so certain of its grounds, and there
is a possiblility-even a probaility-±hat
it may change its ideas and not extend the
harbour upriver after all. The reason for
that reconsideration is the possibility that
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company may con-
sider coming to Western Australia and
establishing a refinery at Fremantle.

Mr. W. Hegney called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

ofHon. J. T. TONKIN: If the possibility
ofthe establishment of an oil refinery at

Fremantle is sufficient at this stage to
cause the Minister to indicate that that
circumstance is one which would possibly
warrant reconsideration of the Govern-
ment's decision, then surely the Govern-
ment should realise that it would be more
sensible to go outside so that no matter
what eventuated, it would know it had
done the right thing. If the harbour is
extended seawards, we lose nothing-

The Minister for Works:
a long time gettig there.

You would be

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: -whether the
Anglo-Iranian Oil or any other company
decided to establish a refinery at Fre-
mantle. If a commencement were made on
the extension upstream and the company
decided to establish a refinery, we would
certainly know we had done the wrong
thing. There is that angle which ought to
cause consideration of the proposition
straightaway. Furthermore, if one has a
look at the chart, one can appreciate what
is involved in the seaward extension. By
doing that one must be impressed by the
nature of the coastline and the coastal
area involved, and how readily it lends
itself to harbour extension.

The chart indicates the type of country
from the entrance of the existing harbour
along the coast southwards. Two banks
cross the sound through which channels
were cut during the war period. I refer
to Success and Parmelia Banks, the chan-
nels through which are clearly shown on
the qhart. I have been informed that the
channels, which were cut for the purpose
of allowing quite large ships to travel
through have not silted up at all and the
banks have only slightly fallen in at the
sides. The channels show scarcely any
variation in depth.

The Minister for Works: There would
be very little maintenance in connection
with them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, very little.
One does not have to be an expert to
appreciate that, with so much flat coun-
try there, a wonderful opportunity exists
for taking away the traffic that would
develop as a result of Port expansion that
way. It would not matter how big the
State became in years to come, there would
be ample room for the extension of the
harbour there, without worrying about
anything at all, and we would not have
that problem which was mentioned by
Colonel Tydeman as certain to arise if we
went upriver. I cannot get away from
the fact that in his report he said that if
we extended the harbour upstream we
would be passing on to posterity insoluble
problems in cross-river communication.
The reason is very clear to see.

The Minister for Works: Are there not
insoluble problems of cross-river com-
munication existing now?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Any problems
which exist today can be solved.

The Minister for Works: How?

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: Because they have
not developed to the extent that high level
bridges are necessary to carry the traffic.
But if there is a concentration of popula-
tion and business in the upriver area, as
there would inevitably be if we extended
upstream, we would then have the lines
of traffic converging on a very small area.
and we would be doing the very opposite
to what we should do to solve our prob-
lem. We would be accentuating the posi-
tion by concentrating people and activity
in a lilmited area. And after having done
that and created these Problems which
Colonel Tydeman said Might well be in-
soluble. we would be obliged-or those
who come after us would be-to go sea-
wards in order to provide for those adat-
tional berths which of a surety will be
needed in Western Australia.

So the upriver scheme is not a complete
scheme, bitt a partial one; and having
used up a portion of the river and run
ourselves into these insoluble problems of
cross-river communication involving the
construction of high level bridges at tre-
mendous cost-

The Minister for Works: Why did
engineer deliberately recommend that
Government should rush itself Into
soluble Problems?

the
the
in-

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: He did not. The
Minister knows that.

The Minister for Works: That was his
recommendation.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: It depends on the
way one reads the report.
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The Minister for Works: Not only in the Minister does not-j ust imagine what
that; but he has recommended it verbally,
and is anxious that we should proceed up-
river for the first stage.

Hon.,3. T. TONKIN: How far? To Point
Brown?

The Minister for Works: Yes.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government

will have a nice headache if it adopts that
proposal and tries to get to Point Brown.
It will be in trouble over steel supply. It
wants steel for high level bridges. That
must be got quickly and the Minister
knows it is impossible. Colonel Tydeman.
like the very good engineer he is, examined
the proposal from all angles. He told the
Government that a harbour has certain
requirements. He enumerated them and
he said seaward extension had all of them.

The Minister for Works: Why did he
recommend that in the first place we
should go upstream?

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: Ask him, not me.

The Minister for Works: I have asked
him.

Mr. Marshall: He knew that you had a
weakness in that direction.

The Minister for Works: Tommyrot'.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Let me emphasise

that Colonel Tydeman, with considerable
skill, analysed the requirements for har-
bour development. He set them out one
by one and said that seaward extension
Possessed all those requirements. Then
he said that upriver extension does not.

The Minister for Works: And then ap-
parently recommended upstream develop-
ment.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Who is making
this speech? Having said that, he em-
phasised the position by telling the Gov-
ernment that if it went upstream such a
development would involve tremendous
problems in cross-river communication.
That might well make a Government with
greater courage than this one shiver. He
said there were tremendous problems in
cross-river communication involving ex-
pensive high level bridges. The Minister
cannot get away from that. If he ad-
heres to the decision to extend the harbour
upriver, he kr9ws that he will be running
the country into problems which the en-
gineer has said may well prove insoluble.

The Minister for Works: Why should
we take more notice of the engineer in
that respect than of his recommendation
in the first place to go upstream?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is necessary
to take notice of all he said and make up
one's mind accordingly.

The Minister for Works: We have.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I think the Gov-

ernment has come to the wrong decision.
If these insoluble cross-river communica-
tions do arise-and I agree they will, but

the people in Western Australia in 50 or
100 years' time will say! Imagine what the
Government of the day will say if it is
called upon to try to solve these problems!
Ministers will read Colonel Tydemian's re-
port and they will say, "What sort of
people were these? They were told be-
fore they went upstream that if they did
so they would be passing on to posterity
insoluble problems of cross-river commu-
nication. Yet having been told that, they
proceeded to pass these problems on to
us!'-

The Minister for Works: On the re-
commendation of the engineer.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Oh! On the re-
commendation of the engineer?

The Minister for Works: That is fac-
tual.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not think it
is.

iThe Minister for Works: I think it is.
Iis there in black and white.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I think Colonel

Tydeman said, "Here are two schemes."
The Minister for Works: Yes.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then he said,

"I favour going upstream because it is
cheaper initially," and I suppose, although
he did not say so, that he thought he
might get on with that more quickly.

The Minister for Works: You know that
he will.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And he said that
outside extension would have all the re-
quirements of a proper harbour, but going
upriver would not, and what weighs with
me is that he warns us beforehand that
if we go upstream we will pass on to
posterity insoluble problems in cross-river
communication. What will Posterity be
entitled to think of us if, in the face of
that warning, we go upriver?

The Minister for Works: He has also
warned us that in the event of our de-
ciding to go seaward, a storm or some-
thing of that kind might easily sweep away
the whole of our works. Moreover, ex-
pedition is the order of the day for at
least another five or six years.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If he said that-
and I very much doubt it-

The Minister for Works: He has.

Hon. J. T. 'TONKIN: Then he is going
into the realms of speculation without any
past experience to guide him on that
question. Old identities of Fremantle who
have been in this country many years
longer than Colonel Tycleman know that
small vessels have been down South, and
have had ample protection. As a matter of
fact, there is a book issued by the Navy
which sets out that there is a safe harbour-
age in this area, sheltered very well in-
deed by Garden Island and Rottnest Is-
land and by the banks.
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The Minister for Works: Does that
'refer to the Bound, or Naval Base as we
know it?

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: Yes, and it is a
perfectly safe harbourage. We know full
well that even upriver, when there is a
blow-a south-westerly or a north-westerly
-many of the ships in the present harbour
get a buff eting which would be just as
great as or even greater than would he
the case if we had a harbour down south.

The Minister for Works: Just as great.
I-on. J. T. TONKIN: Yes; and, I am

told, possibly greater. So there is not much
in the argument, if Colonel Tyceran
used it, that there might be a blow which
would sweep everything away. There has
not been such a blow yet.

The Minister for Works: He gave such
instances.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: There has not
been one yet.

The Attorney General: I would have
thought he meant that was what would
happen while the harbour was being con-
structed.

Mr. Hill: They were continually hav-
ing that experience in the construction of
the North Mole.,

H-on. 3. T. TONKIN: The Hon. member
is referring to a mole, I have been told it is
possible to build a harbour down there
without a mole.

The Minister for Works: Colonel Tyde-
man would not agree with that; nor
would any other engineer.

H-on. J. T. TONKIN: The vessels that
went down the channel to which I have
referred did not have a mole to protect
them.

The Minister for Works: Colonel Tyde-
man has not touched on Naval Base in
his recommendation. He talked about
seawards extension just south of the
present harbour, or even an extension
of the present one.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is so much
country that we could go on building
berths for ships till kingdom come.

The Minister for Works: Unless an
oil refinery is established, do yqu think
we should develop the harbour in Naval
Base?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We should have
sufficient vision to look ahead some hun-
dreds of years. It is not our job just to
plan for the present and let posterity look
after itself.

The Minister for Works: There has
been too much of that in the past.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I agree even with
regard to such things as school grounds..
Schools were placed on main roads on
Pieces of ground scarcely bigger than
pocket handkerchiefs. Having had that

experience it is our bounden duty to plan
not only for today but for the future so
far as we can see it or imagine it. That
is why I cannot understand the attitude
of the Government in this matter. The
stark fact is that we have been warned
by the engineer who went into this ques-
tion that upriver extension would bring
about a large concentration of activity.
one does not have to be beyond sixth
standard to appreciate that.

The Attorney General: And we know it
because you have told us at least 50 times
since I have been sitting here..

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: in his usual style,
the Attorney General has exaggerated be-
yond all reason.

The Attorney General: How many
many times do you think you have told
us?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: it may have been
four.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.M.

H-on. S. T. TONKIN: When I was speak-
ing before the tea suspension, the Minis-
ter for works remarked that if harbour
works were carried out seaward, a storm
might sweep the whole lot away. I replied
that I did not agree with that opinion and
-that if Colonel Tydeman had expressed
it he did not have very solid grounds for
it. I have here a report made by Charles
Stuart Russell Palmer, mechanical
engineer. This report was made in 1911
by permission of the council of his in-
stitution, and he had this to say with re-
gard to weather and the dangers from it.

Another local belief was that storms
in the locality were very violent, and
-what is difficult to understand, con-
sidering the coast and depths in the
offing-dread in effects. The Author
reads Sir John Coode's proposals as
showing that he did not consider
wind and wave would be severe in
effect, except where the works were
broadside on to the direction of the
worst weather. It is also clear that
Mr. O'Connor, who reported later, was
of similar opinion. Nevertheless, the
belief in the intensity of storms in
this locality persisted for many years.
and forced the Government later on
to incur needless expenditure in order
to induce the English mail-steamers
to call at Fremantle when the new
harbour was in a suitable condition
to receive them.

I emphasise that the belief in the in-
tensity of the storms persisted for many
years and that the Government incurred
needless expenditure in order to induce
the English mall steamers to Call at Fre-
mantle. That is the opinion of a quali-
fied man who stated that the belief-nat
the actuality-in the intensity of the
storms caused the Government to incur
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needless expenditure on protection. This The Minister for Works: I suppose
report is interesting with regard to the
construction of the South Mole because it
states-

The south mole was constructed
entirely of the limestone and sand-
stone described, and from completion
in August, 1897, until the latter part
of 1902, no repairs -were required. In
this year, in preparation for the per-
manent light-tower shortly to be
erected, the extreme end-which had
worn and subsided slightly-and the
adjacent 150 feet were topped and
faced on each side with granite.

The first portion (iLe, 3,450 feet)
of the north mole, including the para-
pet, was constructed of stone of the
same class as was used for the south
mole, and so also was about three-
fourths of the extension. But for the
outermost portion it was considered
better to use granite, and in 1902 the
sandstone portion was given a coat-
ing of granite on the sea face.

During construction of this mole
there was considerable loss and waste
of the sandstone at the tip-head in
stormy weather, the work advancing
very slowly in the winter months. In
one bad month in 1901, there was a
loss equivalent to 2 per cent. of the
whole contents of the mole between
the 3,450-feet and the 4,500-feet
marks. But, once the stone had settled
into position, little occurred. Thus,
for 2 years after completion of the
Parapet, on the original length of
3,450 feet of the north mole,' only
some slight flattening of the slopes
took place. During the winter of 1898,
notwithstanding several severe storms,
only 6 per cent. of the reserve stone
in the parapet was drawn into the sea
slope. The expenditure on repairs was
£700 in 1898-99, and thereafter no
further outlay was Incurred to Decem-
ber. 1900. It may indeed be said that
only the anticipated clawing down of
the slopes by the sea occurred, and
the extent even of this was moderate,
as Figs. 6. Plate 1, indicate.

With respect to any possible sand drift
which might occur if we make an exten-
sion seaward, this part of the report,
which appears on page 19, is appropriate-

These dredgings were not carried
to the south of the harbour so far as
the soundings showed, for comparison
of the 1893 and 1903 contours dis-
closed the fact that south of the en-
trance-channel there had been prac-
tically no change in the ocean-bed.
Even the patch south-west of the end
of the south mole had remained in
the same condition throughout the 10
years.

So it does seem clear that there is not
this danger of having work swept away
that the Minister referred to.

Colonel Tydeman read that report, too.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What makes the
Minister suppose that? It is a pure guess.

The minister for Works: A very good
guess.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister does
not know whether he read it or not.

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Neither do 1.
The Minister for Works: He is bound

to have got all the available information.
We give him that much credit.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Not necessarily.
I give him credit for making inquiry in
the various directions where he thought
he should make it-and I do not know in
what direction he carried out his inquiry,
but having made a very full inquiry, I
expect, he then said, If you want a sea-
ward harbour at Fremantle, you can have
it. and have all the requirements." Yet,
the Government decides to go upriver.

The Minister for Works: On his re-
commendation.

Hion. J. T. TONKIN: I do not think it
is his recommendation.

The Minister for Works: It is there in
black and white.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I have read the
report,' and it is like some of the Min-
ister's statements, very contradictory.

The Minister for Works: Not contra-
dictory at all.

Hon. 3.' T. TONKIN: There is a re-
ference in the report to the Swan River
being tidal, and also to its not being tidal.
It cannot be both. Mr. Palmer says it
is tidal for 20 miles. There is a con-
tradiction-one of many to be found in
the report. it seemed to me that Colonel
Tydeman went into the desiderata and
said. 'Now, there You are. That is what
you require for a harbour. If You go out-
side, as later you must, You will get all
the requirements, without exception, Of &.
harbour, but if you go upriver You will
bring about insoluble problems in cross-
river communication." This is what the
Government has to face up to. I am
concerned for the river, in addition to
these insoluble problems, if we go up-
stream. I do not know whether the Min-
ister has yet received any complaints from
the residents of my electorate who live in
the vicinity of Canning Bridge, but they
complain that the whaling vessels which
have gone up the river and are anchored
there have been causing a nuisance for
some time. If a few boats like that can
cause a nuisance, one can easily imagine
what the position will be if we extend
the harbour very far up the river.

The minister for Works: What sort of
a nuisance-the discharge of rubbish?
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HOn. J. T. TONKIN: They complain
about a number of aspects, and very shortly
I shall be in a position to present a peti-
tion to the Minister from those residents,
asking for the removal of the vessels. The
petition is in course of preparation.

The Minister for Works: If there is a
good case for having them removed, why
not get on with it right now.

I-on. J. T. TONKIN: We will let the
People present their case in Proper form.
We do not do things by halves in Melville;
we do them properly. We will have our
case all sewn up before we make a move.
We will not go off at half-cock.

The Minister for Works: I do not want
to resist a good cause.

Han. J. T. TONIN: I hope not, but
unfortunately from Past experience there
is evidence that the Minister would.

The Minister for Works: You cannot
say that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What I am saying
is that the motion of the member for
F'remantle is Perfectly justifled, because
it is not possible to reconcile the various
statements that have been made with re-
gard to the siting and the building of
the bridges, and also the time when the
extension should take place. The state-
ments are contradictory, and we cannot
reconcile contradictions.

The Minister for Works: Nowhere is
there a direct contradiction.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I hope the Gov-
ernment will be content to take the har-
bour up as far as the existing road bridge.
because in that space there is room for
additional berths which would meet im-
mediate needs.

The Minister for Works: By the time
we get up there we will know where there
is need to develop.

lion. J. T'. TONKIN: By the time the
extension is made there the Minister will
have sufficient sense to go seawards-I ap-
preciate that.

The Minister for Works: I would not
say, sufficient sense.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is what is
needed-sense to do the right thing, and
if the Minister goes upriver he will not
be doing the right thing.

Mr. Yates: It is obvious.
The Minister for Works: Having the

recommendations of five engineers to go
upstream in the first place.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We will go up-
stream to the road bridge, and I think it
is generally agreed that that is sound
Policy. The bridge is there and additional
berths can be provided without, to any
great extent, accentuating the communi-
cation Problem.

The Minister for Works: AS the place
develops, nevertheless, I suppose you will
agree there will also be an insoluble pro-
blem of cross-river communications.

Hoan. J1. T. TONKIN: No.
The Minister for Works: You would

not, but there will be.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We must have

a speech and not this sort of thing.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I propose to make

one, Mr. Speaker. The Minister has already
said that even if we never go beyond the
existing road bridge we will still have in-
soluble problems in cross-river communi-
cation.

The Minister for Works: No less in-
soluble than anywhere else.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, we cannot
have any shifting of ground. The Minister
was either right before or he was not, and
if the Minister doubts what he said. I will
call for "Hansard" and read what he did
say.

The Minister for Works: I am not
doubting what I said.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
that we will have insoluble problems in
cross-river communication-

The Minister for Works: No matter
where the harbour is.

Han. J. T. TONKIN: -even if we do
not go beyond the present road bridge.
H-re is the problem we must face. The
Minister believes that with the harbour
going no further than the existing road
bridge we will have, in his opinion, prob-
lems to solve in cross-river communication
which we will not be able to solve. If we
pull down the road bridge, and that is
what the Government Proposes to do. and
resite it further up the river at Point
Brown-

The Minister for Works: The problem
won't be any greater.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It m~ust be.
The Minister for Works: Of course it

won't.
Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: It must be greater

because it bites further inland-further
into the populated area-and makes it
necessary to Provide cross-river communi-
cation for a greater number of people.

The Minister Tor Works: No greater at
all: they are all there now.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, they are not.
The Minister for Works: Of course they

are.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They will be there

in their hundreds and thousands.
The Minister for Works: They will be.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Minister

said they are there now.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I Let us have

the speech.
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Hon. J. T;. TONKIN: I think, Mr.
Speaker, in the Minister's own interests,
you should keep him quiet because he is
getting deeper and deeper into the mire.

The Minister for Works: Not a bit of
it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course the

people are not there yet, but the Minister
says they are. A mere handful of people
are there now: they could be numbered
in hundreds. But in 50 years' time they
will be numbered in thousands, and that
will be the position if the harbour is ex-
t~nded to Point Brown and we resite those
two bridges at Point Brown. So if we are
bound to get problems in cross-river com-
munication with the bridges sited where
they are, those problems will be consider-
ably more In number then, and will still be
Insoluble-

The Minister for Works: Not a bit of
it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: -if we go further
up. So I hope that wiser counsels will
prevail, seeing that the Minister knows
that these insoluble problems will be there.
He has already said that and it looks as
though he will hand them lightly on to
posterity. The Minister will be all right
because he will get out from under. These
insoluble problems might not arise in his
day, and so he is not to be concerned about
it, apparently: but he knows they will arise,
because he said so. Knowing that, he pro-
Poses to hand them on for Posterity to
deal with. I had hoped that the minister
would rise to the stature of a statesman,
and statesmen do not act in that way. They
do not do things which they know before-
hand will leave insoluble problems for
those who follow after.

Mr. Hutchinson: I was rather inclined
to your proposal, but is it not a fact that
,you will not get adequate port rail facili-
ties if you go only as far as the present
traffic bridge?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, that is not
a fact.

Mr. Hutchinson: I was assured of that
fact.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: We will have to
build a south -of-the-river railway.

Mr. Hutchinson: Despite that, there
would not be adequate rail facilities.

Mr. SPEAKER: order! We will re-
quire to have different speeches on this.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If I might submit,
it is unwise for you, Mr. Speaker, at this
time of day, to put that thought into the
minds of members, as the Premier is so
anxious to finish.

Mr. SPEAKER: But there are Standing
Orders as well.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I thought we might
provide a short-cut. However, this sub-
ject Is probably one of the ten most vital

ones which Parliament could discuss, and if
we spent a week on it and made the right
decision we would be perfectly justified
This not only involves large sums of
money now but also tremendous sums in
the future, and anyone who takes the
trouble to study carefully Mr. Tydeman's
report must be alarmed at the expenditure
involved for high-level bridges if we go
far up the river-expensive high-level
bridges the cost of the construction of
which runs in1to millions. We can-
not get £1,000,000 to enable us to
build houses that we need for our people!
We have to curtail our housing pro-
gramme and cut out the Commonwealth-
State rental homes scheme because we
cannot get £1,000,000. Yet we contem-
plate getting tens of millions of pounds
for costly high-level bridges.

The Minister for Works: Five million,
as far as we know.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: At least £5,000,000
for one bridge. But does the Minister
think he will get away with one bridge?
He had better read the report again. We
will need a number of costly high-level
bridges to endeavour to deal with the
cross-river problem. We are not going to
be a one-horse town in a hundred years'
time.

The Minister for Works: We are not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Western Austra-
lia, with its wonderfully fertile South-
West, is destined to become a State which
wilt be growing millions of pounds' worth
of produce to feed other parts of the world.
Great Britain cannot feed herself and so
will depend to a greater and greater de-
gree on countries like Western Australia
to provide food. We will have a large
concentration of people -in our State.
What at the moment might appear to be
a mere village will, in a hundred or a hun-
dred and fifty years' time, be a tremendous
town. '.L hat is what we have to plan for,
and that is what makes Colonel Tydeman
refer to the fact that in providing cross-
river communications to take traffic across
the river we shall be letting ourselves in for
the construction of a number of high-level
bridges.

I ask members are we entitled, when we
have been warned, to do what is contem-
plated now and let posterity do its best
to solve these problems and meet the cost?
I believe that as these conflicting state-
ments have been made-they might have
been made in good faith and I am not
quarrelling with that-we should go
further into the matter. There has been
some looseness in thinking somewhere, or
some lack of correlation, because anybody
can pick up statements which have been
made from time to time about the order
in which the bridges will be constructed,
where they will be constructed, what
berths will be constructed and the like,
and he will find a definite conflict and a
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changing of ground. Because of that the
member for Fremantle is perfectly justi-
fled in his motion, which calls for recon-
sideration of the problem in view of that
conflicting evidence so that the right
action will be taken.

During the time which will elapse be-
tween the closing of this session and the
commencement of the next, the Govern-
ment will have another opportunity, or a
number of opportunities, of giving further
consideration to this question. It is quite
likely that in the meantime something
definite might be known regarding the
proposals of Anglo-Iranian Oil, and per-
haps when we come back next session we
shall be dealing with an entirely different
situation. I would say in conclusion that
if the thought of Anglo-Iranian Oil com-
ing to Fremantle is sufficient to cause the
Government to halt, in the belief that
such an occurrence would necessitate a
change of plans, surely it ought to realise
that even though this project might not
eventuate now, some similar project might
eventuate in the next five or ten years.
If, In the meantime, a decision to go up-
stream had been made, it would be too
late to change it.

So it would seem to me desirable to go
southwards if Anglo-Iranian Oil is to be
established and sooner or later it will be
necessary for somebody to build berths to
seaward, because there will not be suf-
ficient berths to meet the requirements of
Western Australia even if we extend the
harbour to Point Brown. In extending the
harbour to Point Brown we will spoil the
river and, in my opinion, we will get a
number of occurrences such as the one to
which I have referred-that is now taking
place at Canning Bridge. I repeat that
If we take the harbour to Point Brown,
we will spoil the river, and will spoil it
for all the people living along its banks.
I trust that reason will prevail and that
when we meet again next session the Gov-

Ierment will indicate that it has changed
its plans.

MR. HILL (Albany) [7.57]: 1 cannot
support the motion, and during my re-
marks I will give the reasons why I
favour the idea of carrying out the ad-
vice of experts. A lot has been said
about Colonel Tydeman's contradictory
statements. When we take the up-river
extension, what does Colonel Tydenm
mean? I have heard people say that the
shipping will eventually come right up
to Perth and I have heard others say

Ithat it should come as far as Freshwater
Bay. Sir George Buchanan recommended
the opening up of Rocky Bay. Mr. Stile-
man, Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners,
Colonel Tydeman and Mr. Meyer all recom-
mended very limited extension up-river
with another 11 berths. I favour that
proposal because it permits of the pro-
gressive provision of berths as required.

I admit that I do not favour the con-
struction of steel bridges. Some 20 years
ago, the late Mr. McCallum was very
anxious to have a steel bridge constructed.
which would have cost Ij million pounds.
Five per cent, interest on that sum would
have cost £75,000 a year and I believe
the present traffic bridge was constructed
at a cost of £75,000. That is only one.
year's interest on the borrowing of 11
million pounds. Consequently I1 would
much rather consider the construction
of timber bridges than steel bridges.

As far as the seaward extensions are
concerned, we must face certain facts,.
and before a solitary berth can be con-
structed outside the present Fremantle
harbour, untold millions of pounds must.
be spent on harbour construction. The
Minister referred to the fact that stich
constructional work could be seriously
damaged by storm. I remember the time
when the North Mole was under con-
struction; I was a boy at Albany and of
course there was great rivalry between
Albany and Fremantle. Whenever a
nor'wester blew up there used to be
great pleasure among the people at
Albany because a bit more of the mole*
would be washed away. I distinctly re-
member reading that when the mole
was constructed they had to open a
quarry and put large stones down to stop,
its being washed away.

If Cockburn Sound Is opened up the
position will be altered. The Minister*
and the Government are taking the ques-
tion of the opening of Cockburn Sound
too cheaply. Before Fremantle harbour -
was constructed Sir John Coode. a lead-
ing engineer, was called upon to report on
the proposal to construct the harbour
and Cockburn Sound was turned down
because of the cost. The first time my.
attention was drawn to Cockburn Sound
was in 1910. The election in that year
resulted in a Labour Government taking-
office. Senator Pearce became the Minis-
ter for Defence. He was taken round
Cockburn Sound and was asked to have
a naval base constucted there. He sent.
all the available information on to Ad-
miral Henderson at Colombo.

I have recently read Sir George Pearce's.
book "Carpenter to Cabinet" and he ist
not proud of the fact that he was father
of the Henderson base. In 1913 a change~
of government occurred and all opera-
tions were suspended. Arrangements were,
made for a leading admiralty engineer-
to come out and report. His name was
Sir Maurice Fitzrnaurice. In his report
on Cockburn Sound he said that on ac-
count of the enormous amount of dredg-
ing necessary two special dredges would
have to be purchased. I think the cost of'
those dredges was about £250,000. One
of the dredges was Purchased, the "Sir
William Mathews". By a strange coinci-
dence I was in the office of the Melbourne
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,Harbour Trust and the chairman was
waiting for a. call to start negotiations
'with the Western Australian Government
for the purchase of that dredge. Before
the non-Labour Government in 1914 could
use Sir Maurice Pitarnaurice's report as an
excuse to go to Albany, another Govern-
ment took office. The Labour Party got
back and the work on Cockburn Sound
was resumed.

Between 1916 and 1918 there was a
'Federal Public Works Committee which
used to give each year a thorough
report on the work that was ,belng done
at Cockburn Sound. If we look at the
chart on the Table or the one in pos-
session of the member for Melville, we
will notice that at Jervis Bay there was
a breakwater. It was there they pro-
posed to construct the Henderson Naval
Base. I have forgotten the name of
the engineer in charge of the works
but I, remember him giving evidence
about a special railway 20 miles out to the
quarry to provide stone for the construc-
tion of the breakwater. One argument
that that engineer used in support of that
railway was that it would be handy be-
cause when a storm came up and some of
the breakwater was washed away they could
get the rock to repair the damage. In
1919 Lord Jellico camne out and showed
which port he preferred. He came to A]-
bany and went to and from Fremantle
by rail. In 1920 Mr. P. 0. Stewart was
Commonwealth Minister for Works, and
Mr. Rouse, member far Forrest. Cockburn
Sound was in Mr. Rouse's electorate. It
wvas Mr. Stewart who ordered the abandon-
ment of the work, and he said conversa-
tionally that it was abandoned because the
cost was estimated at £18,500,000.

In 1942 another attempt was made to
establish a naval base at Cockburn Sound
but it was a failure. Admiral Fraser came
out and condemned Cockburn Sound as a
naval base and I believe the reason why
he did so was because of the long narrow
channel. I understand that that channel
today is 350 feet in width and the chart
shows the depth as 22 feet; that would be
a minimum. The admiralty specifications
for a channel for a graving dock for capi-
tal ships were 800 feet wide and 45 feet
at high tide. To provide a wide channel
at Cockburn Sound is going to be a very
big jab. I do not want to do anything to
prevent the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. start-
ing their refinery here.

I remember when I was down at Rock-
ingham that I met one of the old-timers
and he said "We have had Admiral Fraser
down here and this work is going to be

-abandoned." I told a civil servant this
and he 'phoned another, and said it was
true. The first civil servant then said
that if the work were abandoned it would
upset the whole economy of Western Aus-
tralia. We have to face the fact that if
Cockburn Sound is opened up by the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Co. it will not be the only

activity that will go there. There Is no need
to extend the harbour outside immediately,
and if Cockburn Sound is opened up I
consider the Government might be well
advised to construct another deep water
harbour in that Sound. It is a wonderful
piece of water but I do not think the
Government should take it too lightly. I
do not profess to be a port expert but
as members know that the study of ports
is my hobby,

I have had the privilege of meeting many
port engineers in Australia. When I was
in Adelaide in June Mr. Myers spent two
hours discussing with me the construction
of ports and we spent another half day
at Port Adelaide. The construction of ports
is a Job for experts and when the Gov-
ernment decided to go upstream it was
carrying out the advice of four different
experts and I support it in that. We have
to face the fact that not one berth
can be constructed outside Fremantle har-
bour without an expenditure of millions of
pounds, but the eleven berths which it is
proposed to construct by the extension of
the present harbour can be done progres-
sively and as required. I oppose the motion.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle-
in reply) [8.81: In spite of the member
for Cottesloe inter , ecting that this has
been a waste of time, I cannot allow the
matter to go without replying to the re-
marks made by the Minister for Works.
I intend to stick to the motion and will
not take very much time, because there
is not much to reply to. The motion was
to deal with the contradictory statements
of thrt various Ministers and what I might
call the muddles of the McLarty Govern-
ment. We have one Minister making a
statement one day, an engineer making
a statement the next, and a different Min-
ister making a different statement later.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It shows we have
variety anyhow!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister
started off by saying that I was able to
move this motion because of the oppor-
tunity given me by two sessions in one year.
He was trying to mislead the House because
there was nothing to prevent me bring-
ing this motion down last session. It does
not conflict with the previous motion in
that session. The previous motion was
advocating the outward extension as
against the upward extension. This motion
merely asked the Government which Min-
ister we are to believe and take notice of-
the Minister for Works, the Minister for
Transport, or are we to believe Mr. Tyde-
man? The Minister for Transport has
come into this business quite a lot in the
last few months. We want to know which
Minister we have to take notice of.

The Minister for Works said the bridge
was in such a state of collapse that if the
stonework that was thrown In around the
piles were removed it was so rickety that
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it would topple over. This is the Minister's
reply. It may have been an exaggeration.
I do not say "It may have been an exag-
geration". I say it was definitely an exag-
geration, and it can only have been used
to try to break down my argument or to
build up his own. The Minister tried to
say that if the stones were removed the
bridge would topple over, and when he is
challenged with that he tries to get out
of if by saying it was an exaggeration. We
do not expect Ministers to make exag-
gerations: we want the truth and nothing
but the truth.

The Minister for Works: You do know
what would happen.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I know as much
as the Minister does, and I know that when
he was challenged with this statement he
tried to get out of it by saying it was an
exaggeration. It was not only an exag-
geration. it was an untruth. I know an-
other name for exaggeration! The Min-
ister said that the Minister for Transport
did not disagree with him; that there was
nothing contradictory in the statement of
the Minister for Transport; that no great
concern was felt about the bridge, and so
long as the stones and foundations re-
mained around the piles the Minister for
Transport's statement would be true. But
the Minister for Transport never made that
statement. That is another fabrication by
the Minister for Works. The Minister for
Works said it would topple over and that
the Minister for Transport had said that
there was no great concern felt over the
bridge: so long as the stones remained
around the piles the statement of the Min-
ister for Transport would be true. Let us
see what the Minister for Transport did
say. This is an official letter to the City
Council in Fremantle and this is what it
says:-

I also point out that so far as the
Fremantle railway bridge is concerned,
no anxiety is felt regarding mainten-
ance of railway communications be-
tween Perth and Fremantle pending
replacement of the bridge.

We have the .Prdmier~s statement that
nothing is to be spent this financial year
on the bridge. The Minister for Trans-
port said no anxiety is felt and that must
be so for at least another two or three
years because nothing is going to be done
this year, and the bridge will take about
three years to build. I would draw your
attention to the fact, Mr. Speaker, that
the statement of the Minister for Works
that, if the stonework that was thrown
around the piles was removed it would
topple over, is incorrect. The other night
the Premier said there was nothing to
be spent on the new railway bridge this
financial year: the Minister for Transport
said there was no anxiety felt regarding
maintenance of railway communication
between Perth and Fremantle. In spite
of that, we have the Minister for Works

saying that the bridge is in a state of'
collapse, and that if a few stones were
taken away it would topple over.

The Premier also said the railway bridge
must be rebuilt in the immediate future
owing to the completion of its useful life.
But now he says that nothing can be spent
this financial year. If it was thought that.
the bridge was in a state of collapse would
not you think, Mr. Speaker, that at least
some preliminary work would be done on
it this year. or would you leave it till
next year before you thought of doing
anything? There has been nothing but
contradiction right through. The Minis-
ter did not reply to many of my state-
ments but here is one to which he did re-
ply. He said that ships were going to be
smaller and that the engineer had so in-
formed him. I challenged him to say
which engineer had informed him. Why
does he not tell us? When the engineer
was asked, he said that he could not
remember having made the statement. If
the engineer could not remember having
made the statement, what right had the
Minister to come here and attribute it to
him? It is quite ridiculous to say that
ships in the future will be smaller. To
say that is only offering an excuse.

Mr. Hearman: You say that we ought
to take the advice of experts, but you are
not prepared to do it.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The engineer
does not say that the ships are going to
be smaller; he says they will be larger.
When the Minister could not find the
engineer who, he said, had made the state-
ment. he fell back on Mr. Tydeman's re-
port. I shall read what Mr. Tydeman had
to say on this point in Vol. 2 page 49-

The rare visit of the 800-feet ship
need not be specially considered at
present as there are few of this class
now or anticipated in the seeable
future. When such a ship does arrive.
special Provisions will have to be
made for its berthing as well as that
of clearing adjacent berths tem-
porarily of shipping.

Conisequently, when a ship of that length
arrives, we have to clear all the other ships
into the Gage Roads so that the large
ship can be manoeuvred. I read that
paragraph so that the Minister could not
claim that I had made a half statement.
Now let me quote from Vol. 2 paragraph
187 as follows:-

The essential requirement of pro-
tected deep water for ships includes
many important considerations. The
site for a port or port extension must
allow safe approach of the ship to
the Port from the open ocean. Ap-
proaches to the port must be of suf-
ficient width, depth and capable of
easy identification day or night to
allow safe navigation at all times. The
actual entrance or entrances to the
port must be navigable with or with-
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out the assistance of tugs, and of One new North Quay berth-19?0 to
sufficient width and depth, taken into
consideration with local weather and
marine characteristics, for the pur-
pose.

I draw attention to the fact that the
R.M.S. "Oronsay," '730 feet long-not 800-
feet-was held up for something like 14
hours because, even with the assistance of
two tugs, she could not leave the port.
Yet, according to Mr. Tydeman, the actual
entrance or entrances to the port must be
navigable with or without the assistance
of tugs and of sufficient width and depth.
taken into consideration with local
weather and marine characteristics for
the purpose. Then there was the R.M.S.
"Stratheden,' 672 feet long, which was
delayed for 12 hours. With the assistance
of two tugs, she could not leave the port.
That shows that we do not want ships
likely to use the inner port to become any
larger. In Vol. 1, paragraph 6. further
reference is made to large ships . Here
is the reference-

If port development takes place up-
stream, existing rail and road bridges
also must be re-sited further up-
stream. In consequence, there will be
an even greater extent of intensified
township area downstream on both
river banks, requiring direct cross-
river communications for the greater
traffic involved; more high level
bridges or tunnels (the only positive
communication method that does not
obstruct shipping) will be required in
consequence. This problem to pos-
terity. of virtually insoluble difficul-
ties of bridges high enough to pass
increasingly large ships beneath, or
tunnels deep enough to allow gradu-
ally deeper navigable dredged depths
of water, will thus be intensified by up-
river development.

Thus in two or three places in his report
Mr. Tydleman says that ships are going
to be bigger, but the Minister says they are
going to be smaller, and when he is
challenged on that statement, he cannot
find the gentleman who informed him. I
do not know what ought to be done with
the Minister.1 .

According to the Minister, the statement
made by me that the programme as laid
down in Mr. Tydemnan's report had been
contradicted by the Government was not
true. Let us examine the statement. Mr.
Tydeman, in his report, gives the follow-
ing particulars:-

Immediate improvements - 1948 to
1956-E352,000.

North Quay construction - 1950 to
1962-3,200,00.

South Quay reconstruction-1962 to
1970-f 3900,000.

I1972-E600,000.

Upriver extension bridges -1950 to
1955-E4.600,000.

Berth upstream - 1972 to 1995-
£7,800,000.

That work is not being carried out. Let me
refer to another paragraph to show where
the Minister for Transport comes in. Mr.
Tydeman was to reconstruct North Quay,
then South Quay, then build one berth
in the present harbour, and after that he
was to think about moving the bridges
and going upstream. The berth on which
work is being started in the harbour now
was not to have -been built for 16 years,
but it is necessary and he is going on with
it. Now this is what I wish to draw atten-
tion to because the Minister for Works
said that the original plan had never been
contradicted. Mr. Tydeman's report of
1948 recommended improvements to exist-
ing berths before any new ones were
created. He was going to re-construct
North Quay and South Quay before any
new berths were created. The Minister
for Transport, however, says that none of
that work could be done under Present
conditions. Presumably somebody has told
the Minister for Transport that.

Who is telling the truth? Is Mr. Tyde-
man's report being carried out? The Min-
ist-r f'w Transport says that it cannot be
carried out because it is necessary to get
new berths before the existing ones can
be rehabilitated. Yet the Minister for
Works says there have been no contra-
dictory statements. He went on to say
that Sir Alexander Gibb's engineers were
engaged on the survey, but that would not
have any bearing on the verdict. A few
weeks ago, the Minister said that what
I had stated about the foundations at
Point Brown was correct: the Position
could not be assessed until the report of the
engineers had been received, but whatever
the report might be, they would get over
it. just as the difficulty of building the
present harbour had been overcome.

Mr. Hearman: That is what You said.
It is in "Hansard".

Hon. J. B. SLEEAN: I did not say
that. What I said was that Mr. Ramsbot-
tom. when engaged on the work of building
the dock was sent for by the then Minister
for Works. Mr. Johnson, who said, "Tell
me, Mr. Ramsbottom, could we build a
dock there?" The reply was, "Mr. John-
son, we could build a dock in the middle of
the ocean, provided you gave us enough
money." The Government could build
bridges at Point Brown, provided the Com-
monwealth Government would give us
enough money. But, in view of the shortage
of money, is the Commonwealth likely t
give us enough?

The bridges upstream will cost £4,600,000
and there is no certainty about the f ounda-
tions. The Government could not get the
money. There is no chance of its getting
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the money. The letter laid on the Table The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
of the Ho6use tells us that. We have been
told that a suitable bridge could be built
alongside the traffic bridge for £265,000,
but the Government wants to build two
bridges at Point Brown at a cost of
£4,600,000. I feel sure that we shall not
get that money from the Commonwealth.
The attention of the Commonwealth
Grants Commission should be called to
this matter and it should be asked whether
it is prepared to recommend the Corn-
monwealth Government to give us
£4,600,000 to spoil the harbour. That will
be the effect. A bridge could be built
alongside the existing traffic bridge for
£,265,000.

Now I come to the statement that I like
best of all. I think you will realise, Mr.
Speaker, that the Minister did not answer
many of my statements, and he did not
tell us in what order the extensions were
to be made. He said that the Government
bad decided to extend the barbour up-
stream, but he did not state in which
order the work would be done. The Min-
ister for Transport and the Minister for

IWorks have different ideas. The latest
statement of the Minister for Works was
that if the oil refinery is built here, the
Government may have to give further con-
sideration to the matter, as the member
.for Fremantle and others have suggested.
I do not believe the harbour will ever be
extended upstream and I do not think the
Minister for Works believes it, either. I
may be bad at guessing, but that is my
guess.

We have a very good chance of getting
the refinery here, and I sincerely hope that
we shall be successful. It would be a
wonderful thing for the people of this
State and for Fremantle in particular. my
information is that our biggest danger is
Portland, in Victoria. That is the rumour
going around and, if there is any truth
in it, the Minister might tell us. If the
refinery is built here, there will be no up-
stream extension, but even if we do not
get it, I still think there will be no exten-
sion upstream. In future, when Ministers
are discussing Fremantle harbour exten-
sion, I hope they will all tell us the same
tale.

The Minister for Works: We are going
upstream, and that is only one tale.

Question put and negatived; the motion
defeated.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of five amendments made by

the Council now considered.
In committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
'General in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 9, page 4, line 34-Add
Ibefore the word, "shall" the words, "fasten
and".

[591

That the amendment be agreed to.
The purpose of this amendment is to

ensure that the envelope shall be sealed.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2, Clause 9, page 4, lines 37-41 and

page 5, lines 1-3-Delete all words after
the word, "contents" in line 37 on page
4 to and including the word, "poll" in line
3 on page 5. Substitute the words, "by
Post or otherwise, addressed to the Return-
ing Officer of the Province or District in
which the elector claims to be entitled to
vote, or to a Presiding Officer at any polling
place within that Province or District if
the postal vote officer is satisfied that the
vote taken by him cannot in the ordinary
course of post reach the Returning Officer
before the close of the poll".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

As members will see on reference to the
Bill, this is a consequential amendment.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 18, page '7, line 21-Delete
the dash after the word, "by".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 18, line 22-Delete the
letter, "a" in brackets thus, "(a)".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be agreed -to.

Question put and passed: the Council' s
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 21-After the word
"amended" in line 5 insert the following
words:-'by substituting for the words
'five hundred pounds' in lines 4 and 5 the
words 'one thousand pounds' and".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Section 174 provides that expenditure by
a candidate or his agent in respect of
candidature in a Legislative Council elec-
tion shall not exceed £500 and, in the ease
of a Legislative Assembly election, it shall
not exceed £100. The amendment seeks
to increase the allowable expenditure for
a Legislative Council candidate from £500
to £1,000.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 30th November
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Perkins
in the Chair.
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Vote-Education, £C3,161,495:
THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Rion. A. F. Watts-Stirling) [8.40]: It
is my intention to continue, after the
Education Estimates, with those of the
Department of Industrial Development.
Education expenditure for 1950-51 was
£2,634,462. This was E358.597 above the
Estimates, accounted for by increased
salaries, basic wage increases, and rising
costs of all services.

For the current year the estimated ex-
penditure is £:3,131,495, an increase of
£497,033. Teachers' salaries account for
£2,415,380 and contingencies for £716,115.
This increase in salaries is accounted for
mainly by salary increases due to a re-clas-
sification of teachers at the beginning of
1951 and basic wage rises. The increase in
contingencies is due to rising costs of con-
veyance of children to school, including
the meeting of railway concession fares.
£50,000, formerly carried on the vote of
the Railway Department. I might say here
that to put the Railway Department on
a better accountancy basis, it has been de-
cided to charge these things to the various
departments concerned and credit them to
the Railway Department.

The re-classification of January, 1951,
has had the effect of lifting the salaries
of the teaching service approximately to
the level of those paid in the Eastern
States. A scheme of remote allowances
for teachers in country areas as promised
last Year has been introduced, accounting
for £7,500.

Teachers College allowances, including
the latest basic wage adjustments are-

£230 living at home,
£301 living away from home,
£416 for married men,
£475 for married men with children.

The allowances for married men were inm-
troduced in order to attract mature appli-
cants. These higher rates compare favour-
ably with other States and are having a
significant effect on teacher recruitment.

Changes in Administration: Appoint-
ment of new Director.

Change of title from Inspector to Dis-
trict Superintendent of Education, signi-
fying widened scope of duties which has
come about over the year-more admini-
strative responsibility, powers of planning.
etc., advisory rather than inspectorial.

Appointment of one additional Secondary
Superintendent.

Appointment of one Superintendent to
carry out research into departmental and
educational problems.

Appointment of one Superintendent to
supervise curriculum construction and ex-
perimentation.

Appointment of one Superintendent to
deal with personnel and recruitment, and
one to superintend Publications.

Increases in school population have also
increased the work of the Primary Dis-
tricts Superintendents so that it will be
necessary to appoint two additional ones
during this year. These increases have
in recent years been somewhat spectacu-
lar.

Comparisons.

1939 attendance over
(actually minus 77).

1938-NII

1946 attendance over 1945-535.
1950 attendance over 1949-3,312.
1951 attendance over 1950-3,675.
1952 (anticipated) attendance over

1951-5,100.

Therefore, in the immediate pre-war
year there was a diminution of 77 in
the numbers to be accommodated, but In
the Immediate post-war year an Increase
of 535 as opposed to an increase of over
12,000 in the three most recent years.
This, as will be realised, has occasioned
considerable difficulty, particularly In
the building line, to which I will refer In
a moment, and has also accentuated the
demand for teaching staff. For immedi-
ate relief, an appeal was made to ex-
tePachers to register for such service as
they could give. Several retired teachers
wvere re-employed. Through these means
over 100 were listed, and most of these
have been employed. In an effort to meet
demands in later years, 250 teaching
bursaries of £80 per year each have been
introduced to encourage children who
would have left at junior certificate level,
from what we can see, the fieure of 5.10n.
which Is about to be reached will, in all
probability, be exceeded by the school
population in 1953.

The monitorship system which had
been dropped in all but one other Aus-
tralian State and in the United Kingdom.
New Zealand, and the U.S.A-It was also
a serious deterrent to recruitment of
teachers-has been abolished. The 1951
monitors have been taken into the
Teachers' College as an extra course,
thus giving 120 extra teachers in 1953.
Mature students who have reached junior
certificate level are being recruited for a
three years' course-one year to reach
normal leaving standard level, and two
years of teacher training.

The personnel officer is conducting a
vigorous campaign, through brochure,
Press, radio, talks and interviews, and the
results are promising. To date, 390 ap-
plications for teaching bursaries have
been received, 150 of these being for one
year and 240 for two year bursaries. In
addition, over 20 applications have al-
ready been received for next Year's
"mature age" course, and approximately
100 applications for the ordinary two
years' course at the college. It is notice-
able that there are fewer applicants from
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rural areas, where family labour is needed
more than ever on the farm and possibly
because it is more profitable than it used
to be in past years.

To replace monitors, clerical assistance
is now provided in the largest schools
and assistants are appointed to schools
with an attendance of 30 instead of 40
as previously. On the 30th June, 1951,
there were 2,516 teachers employed-a
net gain of 24. I think I said a moment
ago that there were 165 graduates from
the Teachers' College and the best in-
formation I could get for the hon. mem-
ber, who asked a question of me which
I could not answer, is that 124 retire-
ments were expected, but there will be
a net gain of something in the vicinity of
40.

The problem of building accommoda-
tion is still a difficult one. During the
year, 36 classrooms of a permanent
nature were erected and a start was made
with the erection of the first "Bristol"
prefabricated units, i.e., 60 rooms. Be-
cause of the spectacular increase in school
numbers many classes were occupying
temporary accommodation, such as hired
halls and offices. Many of them still are,
but I will refer to the remedy for that in
a moment. Further, in order to cater
for the increasing school population-
of the order of 5,000 a year-ID addi-
tional rooms would be required annually.

In order to reduce classes to a maxi-
mum figure of 40 In primary schools and
30 in secondary, 300 rooms are necessary,
The shortage of building materials pre-
vents the erection of more than about
50 permanent rooms per year, so drastic
action was decide upon and 50 more
prefabricated Iunits-l100 rooms--were
ordered early in the year, during the
present financial year a further order for
100 units, or 200 rooms, had been placed.

Thus some 400 additional rooms will
be provided which should assist materially
to achieve our objectives. These are ar-
riving somewhat slowly on account of
shipping difficulties. I understand that
the actual supply of them on a monthly
basis is something like three months in
arrears, but Tf is hoped to make that up
to some extent in the New Year. If they
keep at least three teams working on
their erection, as they are now, consider-
able progress can be anticipated. The
prefabricated rooms are proving a great
success. As a result of our experience
slight modifications in design will be made
to render them even more comfortable.
Consideration is being given to the erection
of a verandah structure in front so as to
provide, where there are more than two
particularly, access between the classrooms
and also to minimise the effect. of the sun
in the rooms. During 1950-5 1 no less than
67 classrooms were added to the accom-
modation available. There were four tea-
,chers' quarters erected during the year.

The difficulty of housing teachers is still
a serious one, and proposals are under con-
sideration for providing houses in certain
country towns for male assistants as well
as head teachers. If that were done, about
120 houses would be required. Treasury
approval has been given for a considerable
number of them, and it is hoped to make
use of the prefabricated type of house that
is made locally for the Housing Commis-
sion. It is expected that 20 of those can
be made locally during the coming half
Year. Therefore, some progress can be ex-
pected to minimise this demand. Also, a
number of Commonwealth -State rental
homes which, in the earlier days of that
scheme, were allocated to teachers, will, in
all probability, be purchased by the depart-
ment and become permanent teachers'
quarters, It is expected that arrangements
will be made in that direction and negotia-
tions are going on with the Housing Com-
mission. The Teachers' College has been
greatly expanded, the number of students
now being 470; the highest number yet.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Would that number
include the 120 monitors?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
they have been there this year. The princi-
Pal has been designated Superintendent of
Training, and his-functions widened to in-
clude refresher training for experienced
teachers. A highly successful senior staff
course for head teachers of Class I and II
was held to acquaint senior head teachers
of recent developments in education. Tea-
chers were sent outside the State at the
Government's expense to obtain special
training. One highly qualified in psycho-
logy went to Queensland to study remedial
and diagnostic work. Two others were
sent to Sydney for a three months' course
in teacher librarian work, and the advisory
teacher for handicapped children was sent
to England to study modern methods. The
Superintendent of Art, Mr. J. Campbell,
was selected by the Commonwealth to re-
present Australia at UNESCO seminar on
the teaching of art, held in Bristol, Eng-
land, in July. Mr. Campbell was given, by
the Government, a further period in which
ot investigate modern trends in the teach-
ing of art in schools in England and
Europe.

The increase in school population has
been felt most markedly in secondary
schools, particularly in the metropolitan
area where no additional accommodation
has been provided since Kent Street school
opened in 1939. Plans have been drawn
for the Lake Monger high school- a per-
manent structure-which it is hoped will
commence this year. I say "hoped" ad-
visedly. because although the need for it
is very great, and every effort will be made
to fill that need, I do not wish to indicate
that there is complete certainty on the
subject. However, in order to meet the
increased enrolment it 'will be necessary to
erect a three-year high school of prefabri-
cated units to meet immediate needs. It
Is intended that in 1952 Kent Street school
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will have a fourth year and a fifth in
1953. thus making Kent Street school into
a five-year high school. In the country
two additional junior high schools will be
created in 1952, viz., Busselton and York,
and tenders have been let for the erection
of a five-year high school at Narrogin.
The Government has purchased a large
guest house immediately opposite the Bun-
bury High School. This will be used as
a hostel for country girls attending the
Bunbury High School, and will be con-
ducted by the C.W.A. in the same splendid
manner as it has been conducting hostels
for country children attending certain
other high schools.

Mr. J. Hegney: How many does it house?
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

That I could not say until it is properly
fitted up. It requires certain alterations.
but I think about 30 will be accommodated
if all goes well. During the year a super-
intendent was appointed to look after the
two sections of guidance and handicapped
children. In the latter field there are now
three classes catering for spastic children;
11 for partially deaf and deaf children;
three for blind and partially sighted child-
ren; 13 slow learners classes: one for post-
Polio children and two for invalid children
in hospital-a. total of 33 classes for all
types of handicapped children with a total
enrolment of 371.

During 1952 consideration will be given
to the regrading of primary schools in
order to give a longer continuity of teacher
service in a school and to reduce the num-
ber of transfers. The high standard of
physical education for which this State is
noted has been maintained. The Govern-
ment has approved of the expenditure of
£:3,000 on the purchase of suitable ap-
paratus for schools as none had been
obtained for many years, and the existing

pprtswas worn out. The Government
iconcerned about the lack of educational

facilities for children who have left school
- at or about the compulsory age limit.

Those who are fortunate enough to con-
tinue with their secondary education to
the age of 17 are well catered for. Some
of those who leave early participate in

* technical classes, and some are looked after
in informaf education by voluntary youth
groups, but more than 50 per cent. of
these early leavers obtain nothing further
in the way of education, either formal or
informal. I have asked the director to
prepare plans for rmy consideration. A
pilot project is being conducted in one town
with a view to ascertaining what these.
children need and how best they can be
catered for.

Ron. J. T. Tonkin: What Is the town?
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION. Fre-

mantle, I would suggest the hon. member
knows. Considerable attention is being
given to this problem in England and
America, and it is felt that a solution
should be worked out which might have
beneficial effects upon the future citizens

of this State. The Technical Education
Branch continues to do splendid work.
During the year I was privileged to see
their Jubilee exhibition and I was most
impressed by the excellence of their work.
I1 think other members were also present
during the period of the exhibition and
I expect they would hold the same view.
It is true that the development of industry
in this State must depend to a great extent
on the training received in our technical
schools and colleges. This field of educa-
Lion has performed remarkably under very
difficult circumstances.

The site of the Perth Technical College is
very overcrowded and many of the build-
ings are inadequate. The Technical Corres-
pondence Branch has grown enormously
within the last few years, now providing
over 200 courses for a total enrolment of
nearly 7,000 students. The Government
subsidy to the Kindergarten Union has in-
creased from £667 in 1945 to £16,375 for
this calendar year. Kindergarten arrange-
ments, are based on the calendar year and
the Estimates, of course, on the State
financial year, so I have quoted the figures
for the calendar year. namely. £16,375.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are you doing anything
to provide increased accommodation at the
technical school?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Not
at present, because, as I have indicated, the
building problem is too great. There are
some things we will have to, hold up in
face of the extreme increases in population
that I have quoted. A review of the Kinder-
garten Union's position will be made in the
early part of next year, and a decision
arrived at as to whether any greater grant
can be made available to it.

I have been asked a number of questions
on the free milk scheme introduced by the
Commonwealth and have endeavoured to
inform members from time to time, com-
mencing with a circular that I issued some
weeks ago, on the progress that has been
made. However, I have more recently re-
ferred to the conditions under which it
will be supplied to schools where bottled
pasteurised milk cannot be obtained.
Circulars have also been Issued to parents
and citizens' associations and others. The
conditions under which milk will be sup-
plied to school children are-

(a) Any liquid milk must be supplied
by a licensed dairy.

(b) The milk must be boiled for three
minutes under hygienic condi-
tions satisfactory to the local
health authority and supplied to
the children as a hot milk drink
or as cocos.

(c) Where powdered milk is used,
the powdered milk shall be pur-
chased locally.

I-on. E. Nulsen: Would the scheme
apply to goats' milk on the Goldfields?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know anything about goats' milk
in this regard. If there is a licensed dairy
on the Goldfields dealing in goats' milk,
I suppose it would apply. Perhaps the
hon. member has information about the
matter that could be investigated.

Ron. E. Nulsen: A man near Norseman
has a big farm.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The general idea the advisory committee
had in mind applied to cows' milk. if
anything can be arranged about goats'
milk, the advisory committee could con-
Sider the position. I think that can be
said to cover the major matters of im-
portance and some of the activities of
the department during the year.

We have been favoured by the fact of
the appointment of . Dr. Robertson as
Director of Education subsequent upon
the retirement of Mr. Murray Little, which
appointment has been a striking sucess.
He has brought with him a very varied
experience, considerable enthusiasm and
great knowledge. In addition, he has a
personality which makes contact with the
public and interested parties generally
very easy. It is the desire of the Govern-
ment, and particularly of myself, to en-
sure as far as possible that any worth-
while proposition Dr. Robertson submits
for the advancement or improvement of
educational facilities in Western Austra-
lia are in no way hampered.

I think that concludes what I desire to
say at this stage regarding the Education
Department, and I will now pass on to
the affairs of the Department of Indus-
trial Development. In that regard it is
interesting to note that the number of
Persons employed in factories in Western
Australia increased to the 30th June last
by 2,379, an increase of 6.2 per cent.
Nearly all industries show some increase
but the chief have been in Industrial
metals and sawmill activities. The gross
production of industry increased to
£64,000,000 worth. 'That indicates that
Industry generally has by no means gone
back during the past year. A great many
difficulties, however, are associated with
industries in Western Australia, the most
important of which have been those con-
fronting ironmasters In obtaining regular
supplies of coke from the Eastern States.

Strenuous efforts have been made to ob-
tain supplies and it is true that while
there have been no reserve stocks built
up locally there has been no stoppage
through lack of such supplies. Of course
the matter Is of interest because of the
Possibility of the coking of Collie coal. As
I think I mentioned last year. the De-
partment of Industrial Development set
up a State Bureau of Resources with the
idea of investigating some of the diffi-
culties. especially those which affected in-
dustry generally. The principal persons
associated with the bureau are Mr. Fitz-

gerald, a well-known metallurgist who has
had considerable mining experience, and
Dr. Wienert who was appointed to the
staff for research purposes. These two
gentlemen, in conjunction with the officers
at the laboratories at East Perth, have
done a great deal of work -with regard to
obtaining satisfactory coke from Collie
coal.

Mr. May: Do you know where the coal
was obtained?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
understand that samples were taken from
almost every mine at Collie. The idea.
of course, was to obtain coke made with-
out a binder from Collie coal with which
to fortify it, such as would be suitable
for blast furnaces. The difficulty was to
get some suitable binder from local pro-
ducts. Of course, a suitable binder could
be found by importing the necessary coal,
but that is undesirable.

Mr. May: Of course.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

The greater part of the activities have
been carried on in an orthodox way in.
an effort to overcome the difficulty. Ex-
perimental work has been carried out both
by the fuel technology section of the Gov-
ernment laboratories and by the depart-
ment's Bureau of Research. In the Gov-
ernment laboratories sound formed coke
has been produced by a process of two-
stage carbonisation, with intermediate
briquetting, using a pitch binder. The
work in the bureau has been mainly con-
centrated on experiments to see if a suit-
able binder can be produced from wood
distillation, with the idea of developing a
process entirely independent within the
State for raw material. Jarrah waste has
been used for that particular purpose.

Mr. May: Would you say that the cok-
ing of Collie coal is more important than
the gasification of coal? I know that both
are important.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
question is difficult to answer because it
depends on the way one looks at the pro-
blem. I am looking at it from the point
of view of industry and particularly of the
iron foundries and the exten~ion of their
work. From that point of view, of course
it is more important.

Mr. May: We do know we can gasify
the coal.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
but we do not know where we can get
satisfactory and economical coke, particu-
larly with the aid of local resources. Ex-
periments in connection with the coking
of Collie coal have been carried out for
the reasons I have endeavoured to ex-
plain to the Committee. Every effort Is
being made to press on with these in-
quiries, and to take advantage of any
information that can be obtained from
outside sources. We know we have with Us
the interest of the Chamber of Manu-



factures, particularly of the ironmasters
associated with that body. W~ have no
doubt they will be prepared to co-operate
if it becomes necessary for us to build a
pilot plant.

As soon as the research bureau can ad-
vise that it is desirable to take that step,
there will be consultations with the Cham-
ber of Manufactures and the ironmasters
associated with that body in order to make
progress In that direction. With regard
to Wundowie, last year an amount of
£300,000 was provided for additional Plant
to increase the production of the Wundowie
charcoal-iron industry, or £200,000 more
than the corresponding estimate. An ad-
ditional amount of £100,000 Is earmarked
for expenditure this year on these develop-
ments, which include the provision of ad-
ditional charcoal retorts and larger and
more efficient blowers for the purpose of
providing more charcoal fuel and of in-
creasing the capacity of the furnace.

Mr. Marshall: Did you mention £200,000
over and above the estimates?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

Mr. Marshall:
about?

How did that come

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Because a great deal more was provided
in the way of plant and alterations than
was originally contemplated, for the'reason
that the demand for pig-iron in Western
Australia has increased very considerably.
The position is that for the year ended
the 30th June, 1950, 6,691 tons of pig-iron
were sold, while for the year ended the
30th June, 1951, 8,576 tons were sold. In
order to obtain that great increase in
production, there had to be considerable
expenditure at Wundowie. The intention
now is to endeavour to build up a stock-
pile. Although 8,576 tons were sold in
1952, the production was 9,047 tons, so there
was a considerable surplfi production. The
necessity for stockpiling will be apparent
to members with knowledge of blast fur-
naces because the time will come when
the furnace will have to be rebricked.
It is in the interests of industry that there
shall be stockpiling because it will take
three or four months to rebrick a blast
furnace. The necessity for that may occur
in approximately 12 months from the pre-
sent time.

The sales of sawn timber in connection
with Wundowie amounted to £81,323 for
the year ended the 30th June, 1951, com-
pared with £:41,880 for the Previous finan-
cial year. There again expenditure was
incurred in setting up new saw benches,
but that amount is included in the figure
I quoted earlier. There was a deficit on
last year's operations amounting to
£101,185 23. ld. Undoubtedly, the supply
of pig-iron obtained from Wundowie In
addition to the supply of timber, has been,

*at this Juncture, of considerable value.
Much of the pig-iron that has been pro-
duced in this State could have been sold

in the Eastern States at high prices, but
it was not considered to be the concern
of the undertaking to supply outside West-
ern Australia, seeing that there was such a
demand and need for it within the State.
Members will be aware, for example, of
the position regarding the stove-making
industry, which takes many hundreds of
tons of pig-iron every year. Other in-
dustries of equal importance require sup-
plies as well.

Mr. Marshall: Does Chamberlain's take
any of our pig-iron?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
A great deal. Last month the consump-
tion was over 300 tons and I think Metters
took about 250 tons.

Mr. Marshall: I agree with the principle
that the home market should be first sup-
plied.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I think that is right.

Hon. E. Nulsen: How many tons per
annum does Wundowie, turn out?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This year the production will be 9,047 tons.
There has been a tremendous stepup be-
yond expectations. That has been done
only as a result of considerable activity
and expense, with the use of iron-ore from
Koolyanobbing.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I thought I read the
other day of an increase to 16,000 or
20,000 tons.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think the production will be any-
thing like that. The capacity of the
blast furnace is getting very near the limit.

Mr. Kelly: Does that mean that Kooly-
anobbing ore will become more or less
static from now on?

The MINISTER 70R EDUCATION:
That I cannot say, as I am not aware
of what lirninitic ores in the vicinity are
being used. It would depend on what pro-
portion of Koolyanobbing ore it was de-
cided to use in future. It has in combina-
tion been extremely valuable and perhaps
it is desirable to use it entirely.

Mr. Brady: What is the approximate
price of pig-iron?)

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is £14 at the works at present, I think.
It cannot be obtained from the Eastern
States at a better price, if it can be ob-
tained at all. There are one or two other
matters to w~hich I would like to refer.
The Industrial D~velopment Committee
which was sent up last year-the members
being Mr. Oliver Vincent, Mr. Norman
Fernie, the former Director of Industrial
Development, Mr. Ernest Hearn and Mr. F.
C. L. Smith. with the Director of Industrial
Development, Mr. Temby, as chairman-
has done quite good work during the year
in investigating and recommending various
projects to the Government. There are
one or two I can mention without referring
to names.
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Members will have seen on the notice
paper a Bill dealing with a proposed rub-
ber tyre industry in Western Australia:
The Proposal emanated from the United
States, via Sydney. The Commonwealth
Government took an interest in the mat-
ter and I discussed the pros and cons
with the Minister for National' Devel-
opment and with representatives of
the concern at Canberra in June
last. The Government was prepared to
offer considerable financial assistance,
based on the assumption that if a factory
that could make rubber tyres of all types
was opened in Western Australia, the
market would mainly be in the Eastern
States and that in consequence it would
pay them better, from some aspects, to
open in the Eastern States.

As a result of discussion with the Min-
ister for National Development and repre-
sentatives of the company and our own
Unider Treasurer, a proposition was sub-
mitted which It was anticipated would be
put into the proposed Act of Parliament,
and a Bill was drafted for the purpose.
Unfortunately, no communication has been
received from the company indicating that
it is' agreeable to the Government's pro-
posals in toto, and we have not been able
to' proceed with the Bill. I cannot say
whether negotiations will be continued, but
it is interesting to note that If it is not
so, another large rubber tyre manufactur-
ing company is now interested in coming
to Western Australia.

There have also been negotations with a
syndicate in this State in conjunction with
or representing a large cement-manufac-
turing company in England. Considerable
investigations have been made in Western
Australia at the expense of the syndicate
by an engineer and a geologist sent out
from England for the purpose, and it is
anticipated that the representative of the
company in England will be in Western
Australia in the next few weeks.

Here again suggestions for Government
financial asistance have been made on a
scale which has been reviewed by the In-
dustrial Development Committee and my-
self and by the Under Treasurer, and
recommended. If the company is agree-
able to go on with the project, it will pro-
duce in the vicinity of 120,000 to 150,000
tons of cement annually, and the Govern-
ment will enter into the necessary contract
with it. We had hoped that the represen-
tative from England would be here last
month but, according to a communication
received from him, the incidence of the
British elections, in which apparently he
had some interest, interfered with his visit,
and he will not be here until early in the
Sew Year. More than that I cannot say,
except that the Government will do every-
thing to ensure that on reasonable terms
the Industry is established In Western Aus-
tralia to cope With what has been con-
clusively shown by exhaustive examina-
tion to be our future 'requirements for a
considerable 'Period of years.

The raw materials required by this com-
pany are to be found in Western Australia,
unfortunately, in one or two cases, not in
places where we had hoped or as accessible
as we would have liked, but more or less
readily available. I think the economics
of the industry, unless we see some greatly
increased costing take 'place, have been
i'dhs'onably wel established. But we do not
know yet that the' initerest of the English
concern can be maintained to the extent
that it will go in with the local syndicate
and the Government for the establishment
of' these works; which would be a very
costly project, since undoubtedly a first-
rate organisation Would be set up.

Mr. May: Have you any information on
the proposed engineering works?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No.

Mr. Marshall: Have investigations been
made in regard to the Lake Clifton de-
posit?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I think not.

Mr. Marshall: They built a line to it
at one time.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: To
the best of my knowledge: No considerable
attention has been paid by the State
Bureau of Resouirces to the question of
pyrites, mainly with the production of
superphosphate in mind. The haul from
Norseman is very long, and creates diffi-
culties in regard to the production of super
at Geraldton and Bunbury; and that Will
be accentuated when the superphosphate
works at Albany are erected. Investiga-
tions have mainly been along the lines of
looking into questions of whether suitable
pyritic ores can be discovered in the vicin-
ity of Geraldton and made use of. They
are there, probably in Big Bell or Hill 50
mines, and it is a question of whether it is
economically attractive enough to those
organisations to supply the sum that may
be required for the Geraldton works or not.
The bureau is looking into all these ques-
tions and others involved in regard to the
production of pyrites from other sources
which may be more easily available in later
years for the outer factories than that
which would come from Norseman. But
there is no question that very large quan-
tities will have to be obtained from Norse-
man for a considerable period and, as pro-
duction of super is likely to decrease and
not diminish, I should say for as long as
super is required in this State.

Mr. Kelly: Have you inquired into the
possibility of getting pyrites from Ravens-
thorpe?

Th6 MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
is being inquired into, but time is the
essence of the contract and everything
cannot be done in five minutes; it is more
likely to take five years. However, we
have' not lost' sight of the possibility of
development in connection with the Albany
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works. But it is not desired to rush into
a Proposition of that nature, which is not
economic and would certainly involve
heavy capital expenditure. It is being kept
in mind for future use in the event of there
being considerably increased use of super
and Its being more convenient to obtain
it from that source. My persona] view is
that it will be a very long time before any-
thing can be done there.

Mr. Kelly: Would not Private enterprise
be prepared to take it on?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
is a question I would like the hon. member
to ask Private enterprise: I do not know.

Mr. Kelly: I understood there was a syn-
dicate prepared to go in there.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
member for Collie may be interested in a
word or two about the Collie alcohol dis-
tillery. The main factor influencing the
Government in purchasing.-this plant from
the Commonwealth was the expectation
that it would be used to produce con-
verted wheat as a substitute for rice
for supply to Asiatic countries for
which the distillery was mainly suited.
having been built for handling grain
for other purposes. A syndicate was
given an option for the purchase of
the Property for this Purpose. This
option, after several extensions of time, has
now expired and it becomes necessary to
seek for another industry to utilise this
valuable installation. In this connection,
the department is in communication with a
firm manufacturing agricultural imple-
ments and also with manufacturers of
hard board. Meanwhile, it has been de-
cided that much of the valuable plant and
equipment at the distillery, including many
items in very short supply, should be made
available to Government departments,
Government trading concerns and to
selected industries, and it is proposed to
dispose of the electrical equipment, which
is all of 40 cycles, and of certain small items
of Plant and stores. Negotiations are in
hand to lease portion of the building and
Plant to Dorsett Motors for the establish-
ment of a motor engineering works.

Mr. May: That was my inquiry just now.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think it is about completed. In the face
of constant fresh problems of material
and brought-in parts supply, Chamberlain's
have been steadily increasing production
up to recent times, but it is not expected
that they will reach the maximum produc-
tion intended when the industry was first
established at Welshpool. However, there
is no doubt that the set-up at the works
is extremely valuable and well conducted
and the tractors produced have demon-
strated their ability to deal with Western
Australian conditions and the require-
ments of those who Purchased them and,
although difficulties in regard to materials
and Parts that have to be brought in from
outside have been considerable, the indus-

try is functioning sufficiently satisfactorily
to give the Government no immediate con-
cern.

Mr. May: Are not most of their tractors
exported?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: A
great many of them.

Mr. May: I understand they are not
entirely suitable for Western Australian
farms.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
understand they are quite suitable for the
work but there is a preference in certain
areas fbr diesel tractors. I gather the in-
dustry is experimenting with the proto-
type diesel tractor, which may or may not
solve the problem. I have no details be-
yond that. I think that with the excep-
tion of the position with regard to Koolan
Island leases, which I covered during the
discussion on the iron and steel industry
Bill, and need not now repeat my remarks,
I have dealt with the major problems of
the department, and what has been at-
tempted during the year of any great im-
portance to the State.

HON. E. NEILSEN (Eyre) [9.301: I
wish firstly to deal with the Norseman
school. I think the Minister is aware of
the accommodation position there. There
is not sumfcient room for the pupils. We
have 10 classes in six rooms and the popu-
lation is increasing. The infants roam
from one place to another. They go to
the domestic science room, and when it
is being used for its proper purpose they
have to go on to the verandah. Owing to
pyrites being there the population is in-
creasing all the time so that the position
today is almost intolerable. The head-
master is using his office for a senior
class. I know that the Minister and the
Director of Education are doing their best,
but I hope that something will be done to
improve the position before the beginning
of 1952; and that prefabricated rooms will
be erected on the new site.

The Minister for Education: We would
get them erected fast enough if they were
here in sufficiently large numbers. We
believe there is a ship-load on the way.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I hope something
will be done. Owing to the good bus ser-
vice at Salmon Gums-and it has been in
operation for the last two years--the
school has become too small for the num-
bers attending, with the result that addi-
tions are required, or else a new school
should be built on the right site. The
present school is not on the right site.
The infants, or younger children, are be-
ing taught in the hall which Is hot in
the summer and cold in the winter. The
position becomes difficult because some of
the children are at the school and others
are in the hall. I hope something will be
done. I know the Minister has sent out a
circular in regard to free milk and every-
one has been informed of the position, but
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the country children think they are being
treated very badly because they cannot
even get Trufood, Nestles or unsweetened
milk, let alone fresh milk.

When they see the quantities used in the
metropolitan area they feel that they are
left out. I tell them they are just as im-
portant as the children in the city, but
they are inclined not to believe me. I say,
"We are out here and do not get the same
treatment as people do in the city. The
children there get 4 pint of fresh milk
each day." In the metropolitan area
40,000 i pint battles of fresh milk are
served daily to the children. This amounts
to 1,666 gallons per day, whereas the un-
fortunate country children get no milk.
That is one reason why I asked the Min-
ister whether goats' milk would be recog-
nised because there Is a Mission at Norse-
man, and I was wondering whether it
could supply the milk if it were paid to do
so. The 'position in regard to milk does
not apply only to Norseman and Salmon
Gums, but also to K~algoorlie, Williams-
town, Brownhill and out on the Trans
line. I1 have received communications
from nearly all these places wanting to
know why they have not received the same
treatment as has been received by those
in the metropolitan area.

I have explained the position to them,
but they still think they are treated very
badly, and want to know whether some-
thing can be done so that they can get at
least a little of what the metropolitan
area is receiving. As far as pyrites are
concerned, I have not seen Mr. Charlesley's
report, and do not even know whether he
has submitted it to the department.
I am wondering whether pyrites can be
transformed into sulphur, or whether it
is necessary to get the sulphuric acid from
the pyrites. Can they be concentrated
into brimstone.

The Minister for Education: You are
thinking of what is known as the Nerander
process.

I-on. E. NUTLSEN: Yes.

The Minister for Education: I do not
think it is very successful.. I am told that
the recovery of sulphur is poor, and that
there is considerably greater loss than
under the system used here.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I dealt with the ques-
tion of super previously, and I think
everyone here knows my views on it, so
I do not intend to discuss it tonight. I
hope t he Minister will do something for
the schools I have mentioned. If the
people concerned could get only a sem-
blance of the treatment that is given in
the metropolitan area they would be satis-
fied. It is bard on the parents to know
that their children cannot even get Tru-
food, Nestles or unsweetened milk, let
alone fresh milk.

There has been a big rise in the sale
of milk since 1941. in that year the sales
totalled 5,439,768 gallons of milk in the
metropolitan area, and that figure rose to
8,777,940 gallons last year. It has been
estimated that more than 70 per cent, of
the deliveries to householders are not in
bottles. So when the country people make
comparisons they become quite jealous be-
cause it is hard to explain to them that
the Minister and also the Director of Edu-
cation are doing their best. I hope their
best can be made better, if that is possible.
If the country People could even get Tmu-
food they would be more satisfied than
they are today.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland) [9.38]:
I want to say something on education
because the Position is serious in my elec-
torate, as the Minister will realise when
I quote a few figures. I find that every,
school, including the convents and col--
leges. are full to capacity. Building pro-
jects are going on at South Guildford
and Midvale, and also at Bassendean,
but I do not think schools have been
provided in any of them. I know a
site has been chosen at Midvale, but I do
not think tenders have been called for
the building of a school; if they have,
work has not Yet commenced. In the
Midvale area where 250-300 houses have
been built there are enough children for
a school. It is true an infants' school
was opened in the Midland area last year
but that is already overtaxed, even to the
extent that a teachers' room is being used
as a classroom.

A fortnight ago I had a letter from a
man at South Guildford requesting - me
to subscribe to a christmas tree, and he
intimated that there were 250 children
in 'the South Guildford housing project.
which is just off the Great Eastern High-
way. A school is needed there. Close
to South Guildford there is an area known
as Haseimere which is being opened up, and
a school is required there. The Quildford
headmaster told me he has not an avail-
able room in his school, so the district
has some problems. In the vicinity of
Ashfidd at Bassendean, the State Housing
Commission is pushing on with the con-
struction of a number of houses which are
being built on the basis of a semi-workers'
home scheme by which the People can
purchase them. They are to be sold for
about £1,000 each, with a, nominal deposit.

Here again there is no Provision for
school children, and the Bassendean
school is, I understand, full to capacity.
The technical school is carrying 100 per
cent, more students than it did 10 years
ago, and it was then carrying 100 per
cent, more students than when it was
opened in 1914. The position in regard
to education in my electorate Is in a
serious way. I cannot emphasise enough
to the Minister the need for the early
building of a high or a technical school
to help overcome the difficulties. I know
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the Minister is confronted with a number
of problems in connection with the build-
ing of schools, but I would be falling in
my duty as member for the district if
I did not draw his attention to our serious
position.

I have a lot of statistics with respect
to the technical school in Particular. The
people are very disappointed because the
first high school in the new year is not to
be built there. I understand the next high
school is to be built at Narrogin. Our
people were under the impression that
the next high school would be built in
their area. If it were, it would overcome
two-thirds of our difficulties. Because
of the decision to build the high sc-hool
at Narrogin, it seems to me that the
Minister will have more than one depu-
tation from the Oulldford-Mldland-Bas-
sendean area requesting further attention
to the educational requirements of the
d istrict.

MR. HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe) [9.431:
1 commend the Minister, generally, on his
handling of the education portfolio. He
has brought to it an enlightened and effi-
cient approach. We must congratulate
the new director, Dr. Robertson,

Mr. Marshall: You can congratulate the
old one. He just survived an ordeal.

The Minister for Education: He was
nearly drowned last week.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: He was saved due
to the efficiency of the lifesavers about
whom I have so often spoken in this
Chamber. In our new Director of Edu-
cation we are blessed with a man who
has very wide vision and, as there will
be great expansion in all fields of edu-
cation in this State we must, in con-
gratulating him, also congratulate our-
selves.

Recently there was a reclassification of
teachers' salaries and although feelings
have been expressed that the reclassifi-
cation did not reach expectations the
salaries do approach those expectations,
and an appreciation has been shown re-
garding the necessity for attracting Poten-
tial teachers into the ranks of the Educa-
tion Department. An appeal on the re-
classification has been lodged and I am
not too sure of the result-of course, no-
one is. But it is to be hoped that some of
the anomalies that exist, following upon
the reclassification, will be ironed out and,
further, that the general salaries may be
raised to figures that will be more com-
mnensurate with the magnificent work that
is done by all our teachers throughout
the State. It behoves us in this H-ouse
to be ever vigilant so that we do not lose
sight of the Importance of the teaching
profession.

Members usually confine themselves to
criticism regarding matters within their
town particular electorates and largely con-
cerning the necessity for greater class-

room accommodation, and so on. But I
think it would be wiser if those members
concerned themselves with the wider issues
of education. We must realise that it is
imperative in one regard, if in no other,
to stem the drift of teachers who leave
the department for a number of reasons.
One of those reasons is that there are
often more lucrative offers of employment
in other spheres: also, teachers feel keenly
the lack of amenities that exist in our
schools at the moment. In many instances
teachers are certainly overworked, due to
the overloading of classes, That, of cousse,
is contingent upon the problem of school
buildings. So it must be realised that
the reasons I have mentioned, as well as
causing a drift from the department, con-
stitute a danger to recruitment and we
would be well advised to watch those
reasons very closely.

Regarding buildings and classroom ac-
commodation generally. I submit that it is
most important to provide increased class-
room accommodation, firstly, in order to
cater for the increasing numbers of school-
age children who are growing up in our
own State and those who are entering the
State under the migration scheme;
secondly, it is essential that we increase
the number of our school buildings in
order to reduce materially the overloaded
classes. If we can carry on with this work
it will have a beneficial effect by greatly
assisting the teacher in his endeavours to
carry out his duties in the best possible
manner. Members, too, will realise that if
we can assist the teachers in that regard
the school children, at the same time, will
be greatly assisted because the teachers
will be able to give that individual tuition
which is the real factor in modern educa-
tion. However, I think the department is
doing all it possibly can to overcome the
serious difficulties of labour and materials.
The building of new classes Is contingent
Upon those factors, but the department is
doing its best to overcome the difficulty by
importing prefabricated schoolrooms and
the construction of new buildings.

Lastly, I would like to make a suggestion
with regard to migrant children who have
an immature knowledge of our language)
and who seriously accentuate the difficul-
ties that confront our teachers today.
Members generally will realise that the
introduction of only one child with an
immature knowledge of our language into
a classroom of 50 or 60 young Australian
children presents quite a problem to the
teacher, and individual problems to the
migrant child-of course, it presents diffi-
culties to the other children as well. When
there is more than one of those migrant
children presents quite a problem to the
standing what the teacher is saying, it
follows that the work of the teacher suffers,
and he has to exert a greater degree of
concentration in an endeavour to over-
come the language difficulty of the migrant
children. All sorts of psychological comn-
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plications arise and the majority of the
school children are definitely hindered in
their progress.

My suggestion is that there should be
special classes to cater for these migrant
children, say, for the first six months that
they are in Australia. If this suggestion
is adopted-and I know it is in part in
several places it would iron out a number

-of the difficulties I have enumerated. I
know that several difficulties would con-
front the Minister but I submit it as a
suggestion which may be of value to the
teachers, the migrant children and the
mass of our own Australian children.

In conclusion I repeat that we are for-
tunate in having men of vision at the
helm of the Education Department because
there will be enormous expansion in the
department in the near future. So it is
absolutely necessary that we have men of
broad vision to see beyond the length of
their noses. So I urge that our best
students in their final year at school should
give earnest consideration to adopting the
teaching profession so that they may
further the interests of our State.

MON. J. T. TONKIN (Melville) [9.56]:
I listened with great interest to the Min-
ister's statement to the Committee -about
his departments, and was surprised that
he did not say anything about the Child
Welfare Department because no report has
been presented to Parliament concerning it.

The Minister for Education: I had the
notes here but I was not going to skip it.
I thoughit two at a time was enough.

Ron. J. T1. TONKIN: As the Minister
dealt with Education, which was first on
the list, and Industrial Development, which
was last on the list, I concluded-

The Minister for Education: I am sorry.
I thought it was second.

Mr. Marshall: It was a tactical move,
but it did not succeed.

Hon, J. T, TONKIN: I will reserve any
comment on that subject until I hear the
Minister. With regard to education, one
cannot help but be alarmed at the situa-
tion in which we find ourselves. I will
agree with the statements that have been
made that the Minister has given the
department considerable application and
attention, and that we have a director who
is particularly well qualified and energetic.
Nevertheless, I do not think that members
realise just how serious the education posi-
tion is in Western Australia. On the 30th
October, 1949, the "'Sunday Times" had an
article on the teacher shortage and said-

By 1953 there will be a shortage of
930 teachers in W.A.

I am afraid that that is going to be true.
I am not blaming the Minister for it-not
altogether-but it Is unfortunately going
to be true, and it is a situation which must
make all persons who are concerned with
education in Western Australia very

alarmed indeed. The Minister said that
he anticipates that the Increase in school
population for 1952 will be more than 5,000
children over the number in attendance
in 1951. He also quoted figures to show
that the intake is increasing substantially
each year. The figures he gave the Cham-
ber this afternoon with regard to the
students leaving college, and the wastage
of teachers, indicated that for this year
there was a net gain of approximately 40
teachers.

The Minister for Education: That is
from training colleges; there has been
some gain from outside, as I told You.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That source will be
practically dried up. The few the Min-
ister might have got from there will not be
available in succeeding years. That would
only step up the number in this year, and
so enable the Minister to have slightly
more than gained the 40 which his figures:
indicated. That is not sufficient to keep
up with the increase of population, to say
nothing of enabling the department to
tackle the job of providing the teachers
necessary to reduce the size of classes.
There are too many classes with over 50
and over 50. Nor do we find very much
improvement, if any, with regard to school
buildings, despite the fact that there has
been considerable activity in putting up
school rooms and new schools and in im-
porting prefabricated schools.

The number of rooms going up is not
sufficient to Provide for the intake of
school population each year and to make
up the considerable leeway which exists.
It is no exaggeration to say that despite the
Minister's efforts-and I give him full
credit for trying to do what can be done-
the position regarding education is deteri-
orating each year. it is deteriorating from
a position which was admittedly bad when
the previous Government went out of
office, after having endeavoured to cope
with the difficulties during the long period
of war when it was impossible to train
teachers because men were not available.
It was also difficult to get buildings erected.

There may be reasons for this deteriora-
tion such as the migration policy and the
increase in the birth rate, but those reasons
only explain why the situation is bad; they
do not in any way relieve the alarm at the
situation we find existing. Over the years
I have drawn attention to the shortage of
teachers and have urged that measures be
taken. I suggested on one occasion that
the Minister should employ additional
teachers, even though he did not have
the extra classrooms for them. The Min-
ister's answer was, '1other times, other
manners", but within a few months of my
suggestion it was adopted and these super-
numeraries were appointed. Further, the
Minister made a statement to the Press
about it. I do not complain about that, but
it should have been adopted earlier. The
Minister made a statement to the Press
about the difficulty of accommodation and
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-1 propose to read it. It appeared in "The
West Australian" an the 28th May. It foX-
uluwed a statement which appeared on the
924th, which referred to school classes being
held in the courthouse and a shed. The
statement I wish to read is dated Pinjarra,
May 23rd-right in the Premier's own
electorate.

School Classes Held in Courthouse and
Shed.

Pinjarra, May. 23: Classes of the
Pinjarra, Junior High School were ac-
commodated in the Pinjarra court-
bouse and in a play-shed considered
detrimental to the children's health in
winter time, members of the Murray
Road Board were told at their last
meeting.

Asking the board whether a room
could be granted at its office until new
school buildings were erected, the
beadmaster (Mr. Deinasson) told
members he had approached every
possible source in the town to try to
get accommodation.

Mr. Demasson said that the school
consisted of five classrooms which was
inadequate for over 350 children.

That is an average of '70 children for every
classroom.

The staff room and the manual
training and domestic science build-
ings were being used for classrooms as
well as the courthouse and play-shed,
which had no seats or desks. Pupils
receiving domestic science and manual
training had to go to the Pairbrldge
Farm School and when the court was
In session children had to vacate the
premises.

Board members said that the only
room available at the board's office
would be too small to accommodate
about 40 children for teaching. It was
decided to make available the supper
'room at the mechanic's hall. Difficul-
ties would be presented when functions
were being held, but this Could not be
avoided as children could not be al-
lowed to be taught in a play-shed.

'Then there was a statement dated '"Kuk-
erin, May 23", which reads as follows:-

Children Return

Kukerin, May 23: Some of the
junior children of the Kukerin State
School who were kept away by their
parents yesterday because of the cold
conditions in the local hall, which the
junior section occupies, attended today,
when the temperature was slightly
higher.

Acting on instructions from the Dis-
trict Superintendent of Education (Mr.
C. Cook) the headmaster (Mr. Euddee)
:removed all children from the hall to
the one-room main school, where it is
expected that in the event of an almost
:full attendance tomorrow conditions

will become very congested with two
teachers and nearly 60 children in a
room 30 ft. by 21 ft.

Parents, who are very dissatisfied
with the conditions, were told that
four heaters would arrive tomorrow
for the hail and floor covering would
be available early next week.

That stirred the Minister into making a
statement on the position. This statement
appeared mn "The West Australian" of the
26th May and is as follows:-

'Phenomenal' Growth of School Popu-
lation.

Eighty-six halls were being hired at
present by the Education Department
for the temporary accommodation of
school classes, but as things stood to-
day this was unavoidable, the Minister
for Education (Mr. Watts) said yester-
day.

Mr. Watts said that when the
Government took office early in 1947,
71 schools in the State were so over-
crowded that the use of outside halls
was necessary. In addition to this
"legacy," there was during 1947-50 the
phenomenal increase in school popula-
tion (primary and secondary) of 11,248
students, involving the need to pro-
vide 281 new classrooms accommodat-
ing on an average 40 pulpils, each.

It was not anticipated at the end
of 1948 that the school population
would grow so astonishingly, Mr. Watts
said. The increase for that year was
1,057, equivalent to 26 classrooms. In
the ensuing four years the average in-
crease was 2.8 12, equivalent to 70O new
classrooms annually.

Therefore. Mr. Watts said, the
Education Department during the life
of the present Government, besides
being weighed down with the 1946
back-lag of 71 schools, had had to cope
with treble the demand from new
scholars experienced in the normal
year of 1946.

Limitations.
Despite this extraordinary develop-

ment, Mr. Watts said the department
would perhaps have caught up and
kept pace with requirements but for
the fact that the State was faced with
imperative demands for labour and
materials to meet housing and hos-
pital crises. What the Government
had done to meet the situation was
illustrated by the construction of 4,363
houses in 1950, compared with 1,364
in 1946, an increase of 220 per cenit.

There was a limit, however, to what
could be accomplished. The fact must
he recognised that the number of
building-trade workers in Western
Australia was inadequate, supplies of
building materials, although greatly
increased during the term of the pre-
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sent Government, were not in abund-
ance, and new plant and machinery
were not quickly procurable.

...Spectacular."

Mr. Wdtts said that as a result of
migration and the natural increase,
the rise in the population of the State
during the last few years had been
spectacular. At the end of 1946, the
increase for that year was 6,885. Sub-
sequent annual increases had been:
1947, 11,908; 1948, 13,449; 1949.,22,485;
and 1950, 28.856.

To meet the demands of recent years
for all sorts of buildings, the State
needed to be re-geared throughout.
This was not a task that could be ac-
complished with anything like the
speed with which the emergency had
developed.

As things stood today, the need for
hiring halls to provide teraporay ac-
commodation for classes was unavoid-
able. Eighty-six schools were using
such halls now. More would be needed.
An all-out community effort would be
required over the next few years to
make such temporary accommodation
as comfortable as possible for the
children.

Then we find also the following state-
went:-

Critics Attacked,
It was paltry and futile, Mr. Watts

said, for critics to pick out this centre
or that where inconvenience for the
time being existed and to try to make
capital out of it. Of the 86 schools
now using halls, additional accom-
modation has already been authorised
for 36. In some of the latter, great
difficulty was being experienced in
getting contractors to tender.

Summed up. Mr. Watts said, the
position was that in 1946, the year
before the Government took office, the
net increase In population was 6,885.
in 1950 it was 28.856. New houses
built numbered 1,364 and 4,363 respec-
tively. Classrooms erected for schools
numbered 28 and 34. respectively.
Apart from all other considerations.
the fact was that in the four years
the Government had been in power
the average annual intake of scholars
into the schools was three times as
great as it was in 1948. Hence the
obvious need for importing prefabri-
cated school buildings, of which 150
classrooms were now under order.

The Minister wrote that statement before
any criticism at all came from the Labour
opposition. The criticism had been local,
from parents and citizens' associations in
different parts of the country, but right
through that article, the Minister kept
comparing the number of halls in use
when the previous Government was in

office and the number of scholars enter-
ing the schools with the situation under
the present Government. He spoke of the
legacy left to him by the previous Govern-
ment. He enumerated all the difficulties
confronting him, but made no mention of
the difficulties that had confronted the
previous Government. So I consider that
I was entitled to make a comment upon
it and show that the fault was not al-
together attributable to the previous Gov-
ernment. I had the temerity, then, to
make this statement, which was published
in "The West Australian" of the 29th
May-

"..Serious Shortage of W.A. School-
teachers."

The serious position regarding edu-
cation in Western Australia, as dis-
closed by the Minister for Education
(Mr. Watts), must occasion the
gravest concern, Mr. J. T. Tonkin,
M.L.A., a former Minister for Educa-
tion, said yesterday.

Mr. Tonkin was referring to a
statement in "The West Australian"
on Saturday, in which, he said, Mr.
Watts had told but half of the story,
having dealt only with the question
of lack of accommodation and not
with the shortage of teachers, which
was even worse.

Mr. Tonkin said that on one oc-
casion Mr. Watts had described the
position regarding school accommoda-
tion when the Present Government
took office in 1947 as "appalling." On
his own showing it was now very much
worse after four years of his adminis-
tration. Eighty-six schools were using
halls now, and more would be needed,
Mr. Watts had said. What would hap-
pen when we ran out of halls was
",anyone's gues."

The emphasis which Mr. Watts
placed on the Government's difficul-
ties--and I do not deny them-con-
trasted vividly with his unreadiness
to concede that the six years of war,
through which we had passed, was
any excuse for the shortage of
teachers and classrooms when the
Wise Government was defeated, said
Mr. Tonkin.

Trainees.

Mr. Tonkin said that some idea of
the serious teacher shortage which
existed-which question the Minister
not so long ago had surprisingly dis-
missed with the statement that "there
was no class without a teacher"-
could be gained from the considera-
tion of the fact that, mainly due to
the war, there was a shortage of
teachers when the present Govern-
ment took office and, according to Mr.
Watts's statement, 281 new classrooms
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were required to provide accommoda-
tion for the increase in school popula-
tion of 11,248 students since 1946.
Additions to the teaching staff had
not been sufficient to keep pace with
this.

It was estimated, he said, that about
250 new entrants were required each
year to maintain the teaching service.
Five hundred should be in training at
any one time, as the course lasted two
years and students were admitted
yearly. We were falling approximately
100 short of this annual target.

Big Classes.
The output from the Teachers' Col-

lege each year barely covers retire-
ments and resignations, so that there
are very few, if any, new teachers
from this source to cope with the
"spectacular" rise in population to
which the Minister has referred, said
Mr. Tonkin. When the Wise Govern-
ment left office in 1947 there were 379
students in training; last year there
were only 328 and this year 311. The
number of rehabilitation students
available was much greater in 1947
than later and now there are scarcely
any from this source.

According to an authoritative state-
ment issued by the Teachers' Union,
and published in 'The West Austra-
lian" on September 16 last year, there
were 311 school classes averaging be-
tween 40 and 50 pupils, and in the
largest schools alone 395 classes
of 50 and over, and 129 classes
exceeding 55 children. Thus, with the
training of teachers falling off so
badly and failing to provide for the
increase in school population, the out-
look for any reduction in the size of
unwieldy classes appeared hopeless.

In view of this
deterioration Mr. Watts
last person to talk of
"lag," said Mr. Tonkin.

very serious
should be the
"legacy" and

My statement set out the true position.Despite the legacy to which the Minister
had referred, at the date of his writing the
statement, there were more halls in use
than when the previous Government left
office and there was a, greater shortage of
teachers. The Minister's reply to my state-
ment implied that I was a politically dis-
gruntled person. I do not propose to read
the whole of his statement, which is to be
found in "The West Australian" of the
30th May, but it concluded by saying, in
the words of the Press report-

Mr. Watts said that some few politi-
cally disgruntled persons might, of
course, prefer to do nothing but criti-
cise.

Was I not entitled to criticise the state-
ment of the Minister in the way I did?
Was it not a fact that, in dealing with

the accommodation and ignoring the
teacher shortage, he had told only hailf
the story? That is precisely what I said.

The Minister for Education: Do not for-
get that I was dealing with a statement
complaining of the use of sheds and so
forth.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is admitted.
but when I said that the Minister had told
only half the story I was stating the fact.
I was also stating the fact when I said
that the other half of the story was much
worse, as indeed, it is.

The Minister cannot successfully deny
that his accommodation problem is worse
now than it was last year; nor can he deny
that his teacher position is worse now than
it was last year. Despite his efforts-and
I do not minimise them by any means--
the situation is deteriorating every year.
The Minister has given a temporary Bilip
to teacher training by taking into the
Training College some 120 monitors who
would have continued monitoring up to
the end of this year. A number of them
would have gone into the Training College
next year.

The action of the Minister has simply
advanced the intake of those monitors by
about three months, and so he will gain
some additional teachers from that source.
But that is not a source that he can tap
again because there will be no monitors
to admit in the future. While that swells
his numbers for this year to 470 students
in training, and therefore makes the figure
on a comparative basis appear to be quite
healthy, in effect it is not healthy at all,
because, to ensure that he is maintaining
progress and not losing ground, he must
have at least 500 students in training eveny

The Minister for Education: I had 250
in February and that means well over 500
for the year and it is not likely to be less
than 250.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: How many have
gone out this year?

The Minister for Education: One hundred
and fifty-five.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That will be 155
from the 470, which will leave approxi-
mrately 315.

The Minister for Education: Plus the 250.
Hon. 3. T. TONKINq: That includes the

120 monitors.
The Minister for Education: Yes; they

are there now.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And will be there

next year.
The Minister for Education: There will

be well over 500.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Minister

will not have over 500. because he has
taken in 120 monitors who were there and
would have gone into training this year
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instead of last year, so the Minister gets
the benefit of them in two years instead of
one year.

The Minister for Education'. The ex-
pectation is that there will be 250 in the
following year to maintain the 500.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: I am pleased to
hear it. Then the Minister will be in a
position to say that he is just about hold-
ing on, unless the large Increase in child
population continues, in which event 500
will not be enough.

The Minister for Education: I think that
increase will show a, scaling down.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Dr. Robertson made
a statement Quite recently that 300 stu-
dents is the number required each year.
which would mean having 600 in training
all the time. Thus 500 will not be adequate.
The figure of 500 was the one I used in
May of this year, but I would rather accept
the doctor's figure because he is much more
qualified to speak than I am from every
point of view, and if he says that the State
requires an intake of 300 students, we can
rest assured that it does. That will mean
that we want 000 in training, so the 500
will still leave us slipping back. If there
should be a change of Government at
the next general election, the present Min-
ister will leave a far bigger legacy for the
-new Minister than the one he inherited.

The Minister for Education: He will, but
in very different circumstances.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not know about
that.

The Minister for Education: I mean in
regard to population.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: Yes, in regard to
population, but in regard to the oppor-
tunity to effect a remedy, I dispute It be-
cause, speaking for myself, we were at a
complete standstill owing to the war, it
was impossible to provide buildings, and
the training of teachers was perforce at
a minimum because the people needed for
training were at the age when they were
required to enter the Forces. Consequently,
although I give the Minister full marks for
endeavouring to cope with the situation,
the stark fact remains that with regard
to the teacher position and the accom-
modation position, these have grown
steadily worse each year and are worse
now than when the Minister took office.

That is a bad thing not only for the
country, but also for the Minister. It
must be worrying him, but it is neverthe-
less a fact. The question is, "What are wve
going to do about it?" We must get
the extra 100 students from somewhere
and, if existing methods are not getting
them, we must try something else. If we
were preparing for war and the chiefs of
the Air Arm said they intended to put a
certain number of aircraft into the air
and required a certain number of pilots,

they would get them and train them.
That would apply if they had a scheme
involving 5,000 or 6,000 pilots.

Mr. Bovell: It would take time.
Ron. J. T. TONKIN: It takes time to

do anything.
The Minister for Education: It took

conscription to provide them in the end,
during the war. Do you suggest conscrip-
tion for these students?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, I do not think
it would be necessary, nor am I going t o
accept the position that we just cannot
get them. If we require these trainees
to go into college in order to maintain
an efficient teaching service-and nothing
is of greater importance-we must keep
on trying all sorts of methods until we
reach the necessary intake. There has
been a good response to the bursaries of-
fered and it might be possible to make it
better. Thtt aspect must be examined
in order to see what might possibly be
done through an increase in. the burs-
ary, or Some other inducement which is
not now being offered, so that the extra
students may be brought into the service.

Some time ago I suggested that the
department should appoint a personnel
officer but the Minister was not then
very enthusiastic about it. Subsequently
he made that appointment and I believe
it is bringing results. I am told that the
person appointed is a particularly effic-
ient officer. I doc not know whether only
one such officer was appointed or whether
there were two or three but, in any event,
I believe it might Pay dividends if an
additional one were appointed, if by that
means we could contact more students
who are not being reached today. As
regards the improvements that the
Minister has effected by increases in the
living- away-f rom -home allowance, the
remote-district allowance and the allow-
ances for students in training, I think
in that way be has supplied inducements
that have attracted more students, but
we are still seriously short of the number
required and we cannot let the matter
rest there.

In the matter of schools I am sorry to
say that we are not catching up at all.
No doubt the Minister is sorry, too, but
he is caught up in the difficulties that
confront everyone in the matter of build-
Ing. The stark fact remains, however.
that our school population is increasing
so fast that our building rate cannot
catch up with it, and this year we will
have more classes in hat-rooms and sheds
than we had previously.

The Minister for Education: I do not
think so; the number will be about the
same.

Hon. J3. T. TONKIN: The Minister is al-
ready using more than 1.00 halls.
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The Minister for Education: The exact
number is 96 and the prefabricated build-
ings will be of considerable assistance.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We are in real
trouble as regards both accommodation
and teachers, and those problems must con-
tinue to receive the closest consideration.

The Minister for Education: Some of
the halls have been taken purposely in
order to reduce the size of classes-about
eight or nine of them.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I applaude that, as
a move in the right direction. I was sur-
prised to learn that a decision had been
made to erect the next high school at
Narrogin. I have not had the benefit
of studying the figures involved in recent
years, but I know that in 1946 there was
no comparison between the needs of the
Narrogin district and those of two or
three portions of the metropolitan area,
the outstanding one being Midland Junc-
tion.

Although 'there had for years been re-
quests for another high school at Fre-
mantle, and the member for Fremantle
on one occasion obtained a promise from
the then Minister that the next high
school would be built in Fremantle- and
although I knew that and I repre-
sented a Fremantle constituency-I had
to agree, as Minister, that during my
term of office if it were possible to build
another high school it should go to Mid-
land Junction. I venture to say that the
increase in school population since 1946
has been far greater at Midland Junc-
tion than in the Narrogin district.

I think the Minister would be hard put
to it to justify, on the figures, his decision
to erect the next high school at Narrogin
instead of in the Guildford-Midland area.
I do not object to the Narrogin people
getting a high school, as I would like
to see high schools in all our country
districts where there was sufficient child
population to warrant them, as well as
in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Education: It is not
only the Narrogin district that must be
considered. It is partly a question of
the pressure on Bunbury and Albany.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That may be but.
even allowing for that, it is still my view
that if an independent person or tribunal
had to decide where the next high school
should be, in the light of the requirements
of the whole State, the decision would
be that it should go to Midland. As the
result of some complaints that I received
over the past four or five years about
the length of school bus services, I asked
the Minister to furnish some particulars
showing the length and cost of certain
services. The Minister said my question
involved a considerable amount of com-
putation and asked my reason for having
asked the question. He said that he would
be prepared to give the matter further
consideration.

In due course I gave my reasons and
stibsequently the Minister made some in-
formation available to me. It was not that
which I sought originally but that which
I subsequently said would be sufficient for
my needs. Having perused that informa-
tion I am satisfied that at number of the
complaints made to me were justified.
When bus services to take children to
school are established one must have re-
gard to a number of factors, the first
of which is whether it is in the interests
of the children concerned to require them
to travel to school the distance involved.
It must be remembered that some of these
buses travel over bad roads and that the
Journey is slow and bumpy.

If the Journey is 40, or even approaching
50 miles, it is a long and tiresome trip
for children, and so there should be Im-
Posed a limit to the length of terminal
or circular bus routes in order that the
travelling involved should not impose a
great deal of fatigue on the children, and
so that it should not involve their leaving
home before daylight and getting home
after dark. Unfortunately a number of
these bus services now operating necessi-
tate the children leaving home before
6 a.m. and getting home again at 7 p.m.
or later.

The Minister for Education: I know of
none involving both those times.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I will mention a
few shortly. Some of these extensions
are expensive, costing as much as J100
per year for two children in one family,
for example, where an extension of 12 miles
has been made to a bus route to bring
two extra children in at a Cost of £5 per
week-in another case at a cost of £4 L0s.
per week. It is no wonder that the cost
of these bus services has risen so tre-
mendously. Apart from all other con-
siderations, can we afford £50 Per year
per child for travelling alone when these
extensions are made? In some cases
parents have been prosecuted because they
have wanted to keep their children home
rather than let them travel these long
distances.

The Minister for Lands: Are you going
to mention which services these are?

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: There is the
Brookton-West bus service with a daily
milage of 94 miles. That is a terminal
bus route, so the child at the end of the
route has a long Journey each time. Those
nearer would have a shorter run. A cir-
cular route Is different altogether because
it would be a case of first on last off and
the last on first off. However, a 94-mile
run for a child of tender Years is a pretty
serious thing. The Coorow-Waddy Forest
run is a circular route of 92 miles a day.
The Mt. Walker-South-East run is a ter-
minal route of 84 miles a day. The Mukin-
budin-North-East-Pope's Hill run is a ter-
minal route of 86 miles a day. The Peren-
jori-East-North route Is a terminal one of
90 miles a day. That was extended on the
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27th October, 1946, by 18 miles to bring in
three more children at an additional cost
of 22s. 6d. a day, and again, on the 27th
June. 1949, a further 14 miles to bring in
two children at a cost of 19s. 10d, per day.

It was extended again on the 19th Oct-
ober, 1949, at a cost of 6s. daily for a fur-
ther four miles. It was extended a further
six miles to bring in another child on the
13th February, 1950, at an additional cost
of 19s. a day, making a total of 90 miles a
day. The Pingaring-East-South route is
96 miles. The Quairading-Wamenusklng
route is 83 miles. That is a circular route.
The Quairading-North route is a circular
route of 89 miles. The Wagin-Arthur River
route is a terminal one of 84 miles. I want
to make it clear that that is not 84 miles
on a single run. The figures I am quot-
ing indicate the mileage travelled daily by
each child.

Thie Minister for Education: Both jour-
neys In a day.

Hon. J. T. TONINU: Yes. The total
journey that has to be covered by the
children in travelling to and from school.
Not all of them are terminal routes. The
children near the school may travel only
10 or 15 miles each way. They get off the
bus first and are the last to be picked up,
but the children living at the terminal of
the route are the ones that have to travel
these long distances and many of them
are of tender years, namely, six or seven.

In letters sent to me, the parents com-
plain that the children are half asleep
practically all the time. They have to get
up early in the morning in order to catch
the bus because, in some cases, they must
walk half a mile or so to the spot where
the bus picks them up and walk that
distance again to get home after the
bus drops them. So they have a long
day with these tiresome journeys. Is it
in the interests of the children to keep
on extending these bus routes in this way
in order to pick up an extra child or two
until we get routes of excessive length?
The original idea with bus services was
based somewhat on the lines of consolid-
ated schools of Tasmania where the dis-
tances to be travelled are short. As a rule,
the journeys there are not much more than
about 20 or 25 miles.

Mr. Nalder: You cannot compare Tas-
mania with Western Australia.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: Of course we can-
not, but it was from Tasmania that we
originally got this consolidation idea. When
a child travels distances of 45 and 47
miles each way to school, which involve
nearly two hours in the bus for some child-
ren, it is a pretty serious business. I1 be-
lieve, in some cases, it takes more than two
hours to travel those distances, because
the bus is not driven at much more than
20 miles an hour In some of the districts
where the roads are bad and the tracks
are winding. That is something that the
Government should inquire into. I do not
want to use the names of the Parents who

have complained to me, but I will read this
letter as a sample. The writing is rather
illegible so I will just have to read those
parts that I can understand. It reads as
follows:-

May I draw your attention to the ex-
cessive mileage little children have to
be driven to school?

The writer then mentions the districts.
Continuing-

It points to insufficient investigation
on the part of the educational execu-
tives before granting the buses.

Then she goes on to say that she is against
the situation. Continuing to quote-

Little children who travel this mileage
up to 80 miles suffer so when they get
colds they lie in stupor.

In another part she says-
It seems that parents on the bus

.....but some farms are as much as
10 miles apart and now they realise
their mistake. The usual procedure is
that a bus committee is formed and
no-one else is listened to.

This writer says that in her husband's
utility they checked the distance with the
speedometer and it was 42 miles for a
single trip. She also said that she had
been fined twice because she had kept her
children off the bus. There is no doubt
that some of the routes appear to be ex-
cessive in length. I admit I am not
familiar with the class of road over which
the buses travel. This makes a consider-
able difference in the time taken for the
journey. There seems to me to be legiti-
mate grounds for complaints if parents are
being forced, against their will, to permit
their children of tender Years to travel
these long distances to school, and I am
wondering whether this has gone a bit
too far. There is another point. Will we
be able to continue doing this at the cost
involved?

The Minister quoted some figures which
astonished me, but when I saw the return
setting out the bus routes and the amount
involved I was no longer astonished, be-
cause it fully explained the position. How-
ever, the Minister made a statement which
showed that the increase wvas Phenomenal
and it has been brought about because of
the extensions made to cater for one child
here and another two there. We must
continue to watch the education position
closely. I sympathise with the Minister
in his difficulties. I would not attempt to
minimise them in the slightest degree. I
know he is up against it for materials in
the erection of his new classrooms and
his schools and I know it is not easy to
get teacher recruits. However, we must
make further efforts in some way if we
are not to be placed in a situation from
which it will be extremely difficult to ex-
tricate ourselves.

Despite the effort made, we must acknow-
ledge that the situation today in regard
to the shortage of teachers and accom-
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niodation is worse than it was five years
ago. It is worse than it was last year and
last year was worse than the one before.
.So there has been a progressive deteriora-
tion. We must look for the day when we
will turn the corner and steadily maintain
our gain in the leeway. We must remem-
ber that we have on the statutes a law
aimed at making it compulsory for child-
ren to remain at school until they are 15.
It has also been the express desire of the
previous Government and this one to re-
duce the size of classes. Unfortunately,
that day appears to be a long way off.

Progress reported till a later stage of
the sitting.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of six amendments made by the

Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 10, page 5, line 19-Delete
the words "Good Friday".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The effect
of the Council's amendment is to delete
Good Friday from the days on which
liquor can be supplied to bona fide
travellers on certain days specified in the
clause. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Does that mean that
in no circumstances can liquor be sold on
Good Friday?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That would
be the effect.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Act provides that
liquor may not be sold on Sundays, Anzac
Day, Christmas Day or Good Friday. The
Bill provides for trading for limited periods
on Sundays only and we did not deal with
Good Friday, Anzac Day or Christmas Day.
How does it happen that the Council can
ask this Committee to cut out something
that is not in the BMl?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That pro-
vision was in the Hill and Good Friday was
contained among the list of days on which
liquor could not be sold.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 13, page 6-Delete the
words "within any townsite, and" in lines
15 and 16.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment has to do with dance balls
and the consumption of liquor. The mat-
ter is dealt with in a number of small
amendments and the first is to strike out

the words "within any townsite and" ap-
pearing in lines 1 and 2 of proposed new
Section 134A. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.
Mr. Rodoreda: Does the Council's

amendment mean that no liquor can be
consumed in any place other than lic-
ensed premises?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; the
other amendments will make the position
clear.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 13, page 6--Alter the
word "liquor' in line 17, insert the words
"(i within a townsite".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I am not clear about the
position and I do not want to make the
Provision too restricted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It will
not be too restrictive. When all the
amendments to the clause are submitted,
members will see that the effect will be
that drink will not be allowed to be
consumed anywhere within 20 chains of
a dance hall, town hall or agricultural
hall, wherever it may be.

Mr. RODOREDA: If I read this para-
graph (a) aright, with the amendment,
it means that no person can drink any
liquor anywhere-

The Attorney General: It does not
mean that at all.

Mr. RODOREDA: Wait till I finish!
I was going to add, except in licensed
premises or his own home.

The Attorney General: There are
some further amendments.

Mr. RODOREDA: To paragraph (a)?
The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. RODOREDA: Which the Council

has inserted?
The Attorney General: Yes.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The next

amendment proposes to insert after the
word "or" secondly occuring in line 18
the following words:-

0iI) outside a town ball or agricultural
hall or on any road, street, foot-
path or lane within 20 chains of
any such hall; or

Mr. Rodoreda: Are you dealing with
paragraph (a) still?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, it is
proposed to insert the words I have read.

Mr. Yates: What are the words before
the word "or"?
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The CHAIRMAN: Will the Attorney
General read the clause as it will read if
the amendments are inserted, so to make
the situation clear to the Committee?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
clause will then read as follows:-

134AK (1) No person shall whether
or not in or on a vehicle--

(a) drink liquor-
(I) within a townsite on or in

any road, street, foGotpath
or lane or

0Di outside a town ball or ag-
ricultural hall or any road,
street, footpath or lane
within 20 chains of any
such hail or

(iii) except with the consent of
the person or authority
in control within any park
or reserve;

Adon. j.' r. 'roNKIN: I think the Premier
will agree that this Is a most unsatisfactory
way of doing business.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We should have a
COPY Of the amendments.

H-on. J. T. TONKIN: I do not know
why, having due regard to all the diffi-
culties, more than one copy of this amend-
ment could not have been obtained and
circulated. In the circumstances, it is im-
possible to follow the explanations.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I con-
sulted the Leader of the Opposition and
asked him with whom I should discuss
these amendments, and he referred me to
the member for Merredin-Yilgarn and we
went into them thoroughly. However, if
members feel they cannot appreciate the
amendments, I am prepared to have copies
struck off.

Progress reported till a later stage of the
sitting.

ANNUAL ESTI[MATES, 1951-52.

In Committee of Sup ply,
Resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting; Mr. Hill in the Chair.
Vote-Education £3,162,495 (partly con-

sidered):

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [11.251:.
What I am going to say is almost a hardy
annual with me. There are places in my
electorate that require buildings for educa-
tion Purposes, but I want to refer now to
the situation that applies to most of the
schools in the older towns of the outer
goldfields. I am thinking of the condition
of the buildings and the equipment. For
many years I have tried to induce the
Education Department to live up to its
obligations in this respect. Sometimes
children go to school and are sent home
because they are not regarded as being
clean enough to associate with others in

the school. Yet the schools themselves are
dirty in the extreme. The desks, the toilet
arrangements, both in the outhouses and
where washbasins are provided, are ink--
stained and weather-stained and in no
condition for children to have to endure.
I suggest to the Minister that the time
has long since passed when individuals
should have been appointed to go around
with a jackplane and at least clean the
surface of the desks in the schoolrooms.
If that were only occasionally done, it
would be same improvement.

Most of the schools at places like Cue
and Meekatharra have not seen a coat of
Paint, inside or out, for many years. There
have been many complaints, but they have
made little impression on Ministers. I
Protest against the lackadaisical attitude
of the department and its disinclination top
make these old buildings look more attrac-
tive and cleaner, I suppose the argument
will be that there is no money, for it looks
as though we are going to drift back to the
old standards. I thought we were on the
road to a new era, a new world order. It
looked to be on the horizon, but it seems
as though we are drifting back to the old
idea of no money. That argument will be
used in reference to the plea for higher
education in these outback districts. This
is a subject that is agitating the minds of
Parents. Wherever we go, we find parents
complaining and even leaving the district
because they cannot secure education for
their children beyond sixth or seventh
standards.

Mr. Yates: It has always been that
way.

Mr. Marshall: No, I can remember
when we had what were called continua-
tion classes and, when children finished
their elementary education, they used to
attend night school for higher education.
That has all been discontinued and the
privilege is not enjoyed now. We have had
experience at Mt. Magnet of people who
grew up in the Goldfieds and are leaving
the district for the reason I have given.
Mothers will not allow their daughters to
leave home at 13 or 14 years of age to go
to school in a city. That is the time when
girls need their mothers more than at any
other period. The same applies to boys.
We cannot blame parents if, in the cir-
cumstances, they say, "We can get work
in the city, so we will go there and take
a risk about accommodation so that we can
have our children educated." So they are
all1 fl ocking to the city.

I want ti Minister to give consideration
to providing higher education for children
in remote parts the same as applies to chil-
dren in the city. Individuals like myself,
who were on the Gold fields in the boom
days, have noticed the dwindling popula-
tion. Every time one visits a town and
asks, "Where are so-and-so?" one is told
they have gone to Perth. And when the
reason has been asked, one has been told
that the children have grown up and have
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not been able to obtain education, so their
parents have taken them to the city. I
'Want to know from the Minister whether
he proposes to add to the responsibilities
of the teachers, during a child's last 12
months at school, the duty of pointing out
the evils of drinking and gambling.

We have to start somewhere and some
time, and whilst I know that school mis-
tresses and school masters are just as
likely to indulge in- drink as any other
,citizen, I think It is high time we did
something to fortify our children, when
they leave school, against the evils that will
attend them if they constantly and exces-
sively indulge in liquor and gambling. The
situation has become deplorable. It is a
common practice to see people guzzling
beer. There seems to be no other pastime
but drinking beer or gambling. Beer drink-
ing is carried on in public parks, reserves,
balls and everywhere else, and, unfortun-
ately, small children see it-and very often
they see their own parents indulge in it. I
appeal to the Minister to make a start
on this problem to see whether we can
change the attitude of the children when
they leave school.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [11.32]:
Education is one of the moat important
portfolios because, on the proper admin-
istration of the Education Department,
depends the future standard of our citizen-
ship and of the race. Parents set an
example to their children but, even so,
the youngsters have to attend school
where they learn things to enable them to
become citizens and take their part in
later life. The Minister Is confronted with
many difficulties because of the influx of
population, and also because at the
moment there has been an increase in
the native population. There was a stage
when, because of economic factors, the
school population did not show a proper
increase. I refer to the depression days
when families were not having children.
or were limiting the number. Those who
went through that period know that the
effects of an Insufficiency of young men
and girls coming on were felt in connec-
tion with carrying out essential jobs. That
was a reflection on our race, and It has
now become necessary to induce people
who come from other parts of the world
to build up our population.

Many of them are bringing their
families, and as a result the Education
Department is confronted with difficulties,
such as providing suitable accommodation
at the schools, and also teachers. A great
deal of apprehension is felt about the de-
partment having sufficient teachers for
the immediate future. The Minister re-
ferred to the activities of the Technical
School. Technical education has spread
throughout Western Australia from small
beginnings in Perth. Unfortunately 0ov-
ernxnents--not only this one but others--
have not provided sufficient accommoda-

tion for the expanding activities of the
school. When the war was on the Com-
monwealth had to train young men to
carry out war Jobs and to do so it re-
quired to have a number of buildings con-
structed. Fortunately for us those build-
ings were handed over by the Common-
wealth for the State's use.

The Minister said he had toured the
exhibition that took place at the Technical
School a few months ago. I saw that
exhibition, and there is no doubt it was
very creditable indeed. What struck me
was the lack of accommodation. The
school, in addition to catering for the
young people, who make full use of it in
connection with fitting themselves for
their trades, also provides higher educa-
tion which goes almost up to University
standard. It is true a new technical school
was built at Leederville, but at the recent
leaving certificate examination there was
considerable overcrowding there. Many
young people, and some not so young, at-
tended the technical school at Leederville
and Perth and recently they sat for the
Leaving examination. In the Arts section-
particularly the Arts and Crafts to which
women apply themselves--there is a wait-
Ing list which will take a number years to
clear. Many married women who have
a little free time to indulge in the arts
of millinery, upholstery, dressmaking, etc.,
endeavour to attend. A little while ago
some criticism was levelled at the school
because it was said there was not a real
art class in Western Australia. I attended
the Technical School when I was a young
man, and the art class there has always
been one of its outstanding features.

A correspondent in "The West Austra-
lian" in reply to this criticism pointed out
that for years art classes have been held
there. If we go into the rooms where the
classes are conducted, we see how cramped
are the conditions. The time is long over-
due when funds should be made available
for the erection of decent buildings for
the carrying on of the activities of the
Technical School. Recently the Common-
wealth Government made a grant to the
universities thoughout Australia, and I
think our share was £100,000. It is re-
grettable that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment did not make some money avail-
able also to assist technical education.

At one time the various Ministers for
Education met in conference, and they
submitted a proposition to the Common-
wealth Government urging that £10,000,000
be appropriated to the States for the de-
velopment of education. Our share. I
think, was to be £1,000,000. That would
have been a great contribution and help
to the department in Western Australia.
Our funds are definitely limited and, as
restrictions are being applied, I have no
doubt the repercussions will be felt in the
Education Department. The old Middle
Swan district had 13 schools in it, but that
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number Is reduced in the present elec-
torate. There is considerable overcrowd-
ing in the schools, but no sign of increased
building activity.

I wish to refer to two or three schools.
In the district of Belmont there is the
Rivervale State school. The Minister
knows there will be difficulties at that
school at the commencement of the 1952
school year because buildings, apart from
the school buildings, are being used. Re-
cently representations were made to me
by the catholic priest in Rivervale. He
pointed out that he had made application
to the State Housing Commission for the
purpose of making additions to the church
hall in Rivervale. The education auth-
orities sought to rent the hall to cope
with the inflow of children at the com-
mencement of the school year in 1952.
As the church was anxious to establish a
convent school at Rivervale, and because
it had the teachers to staff it, an applica-
tion was made to the Housing Commission
for a permit to carry out certain building
operations. Had the Commission given its
approval to the application, so that the
additions could have been made by the
end of this year, about 200 children, who
will want to attend the local State school,
would have been drawn off and an ease-
ment of the problem thus effected; No
approval has yet been given to the applica-
tion made by the church, and this means
that it cannot establish the school.

Many parents are apprehensive that
their children, who will attain the age of
six next year, may not be able to gain
admittance to the Rivervale school. I sug-
gest to the Minister for Education that he
confer with the Minister for Housing to
see whether this Permit for the church
can be approved. I have made representa-
tions but have not heard whether approval
is to be given to the application. The same
thing applies in the Bedford Park-Ingle-
wood district in regard to a local convent
school. For two years they have waited
for a permit to make additions because
of the inflow of children to the convent
school. Only recently two extra classrooms
were approved, and it looks as if they will
have to wait another nine months for
bricks so that it will probably be another
18 months before the extra classrooms will
be made available. These non-state schools
should be able to, get permits to make addi-
tions, side by side with State schools, so
that they can accommodate the increased
number of children requiring education.

Mr. Marshall: The catholic schools have
been the salvation of the State.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Of course they have.
They relieve the State of much of its con-
tribution towards education. As taxpayers
those people are paying twice. They pay
to send their children to catholic schools
or colleges, and as ordinary taxpayers they
pay taxes towards meeting the cost of the
State school education. This is a practical
problem which could have been solved in

the Rivervale district, and it would have
provided accommodation for possibly 150
children.

Mr. Marshall: And what about the
teachers?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes. The assistant
head teacher at Rivervale left to get
married and, when the headmaster got in
touch with the department to ask for
another assistant head teacher, he was told
that there was no one available but that
if he could find one himself that would
be satisfactory. The Convent of Mercy at
Victoria Square could supply teachers
immediately for the school at Rivervale
but up to date. it has heard nothing from
the Housing Commission. I have discussed
this question with the liaison officer at
the Commission and have put all the points
before him, but no progress has been made.
The same thing applies in the Bedford
Park district. That is in my territory and
there are over 150 children in the school,
The inflow at the beginning of the next
school year will probably increase that
number. So I suggest that the Minister
might attend to these questions.

There is a new housing district in what
is known as East Belmont and the children
from there are taken by bus down to the
Redeliffe school. That school Is totally
inadequate for accommodating all these
children, although I understand that the
position will be relieved early in the New
Year because a monocrete building has
been erected. But for months on end the
contractor, or thc Public Works Depart-
ment, has not been able to complete the
lavatory block and it is expected that addi-
tions will become available in the New
Year.

Those are the main points I wish to raise,
but I am rather interested in this question
of education. We have seen the great
interest that has been shown In the liquor
Bill that is before Parliament, but there
does not seem to be the same interest in
the question of education. This is an out-
standing matter so far as our own State
is concerned, and if the money that is
spent on drink could be spent on educa-
tion and vice versa we would make great
strides and ensure a population with high
ideals: we would become a well conducted
democracy.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts--Stirling-In reply)
[11.50]: I do not propose to take up
a great deal of time in replying to the
debate, but there are a few things I must
say in fairness to the department and
myself. Firstly I would refer to the ob-
servations of the member for Melville and
his criticism of the statement made in
the press when he alleged, apparently,
that I was seeking to make political capi-
tal out of the first statement, which fol-
lowed some observations made in the Press
by the Parents & Citizens' Association at

1767



1768 ASSflttBY.l

Kukerin and also the Murray Road Board.
All I can say to the hon. member is that,
if the cap fits, let 1-in wear it.

I was perfectly entitled to be factual.
It was a fact that there was a lag-
I used the word legacy, I admit. There
'were 71 halls in use at the time I took
office and that was the figure I quoted.

Hon. A. ft. 0. Hawke: Mre we to under-
stand that your first statement was non-
party in every respect?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
was intended to be and I see no reason
why it should not have been, because it
was not directed to anybody at all ex-
cept to set out the reasons why attention
could not be given immediately to the
problems of those two particular places.
So I repeat to the hon. member that, if
he feels this cap must fit him, then let
him wear it.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: You kept referring
to 1946.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
was perfectly entitled to compare the
State's population, and without fear of
successful contradiction I will say that if
the population increase in schools had re-
mained static per annum at the figure it
was in 1948 there would be no shortage
of buildings or accommodation in State
schools in Western Australia today.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: And will you go
further and say what would happen if we
had a war now?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know what would happen if we
had a war now because the war would
come upon us in a state of aff airs very
different f rom those-as far as school
population is concerned-that came upon
the people in charge at the timie of the
last war. As I carefully pointed out in
the course of my introduction of these
Estimates, the increase In 1939 of school
population was 77 less than in 1938. There-
fore at the time the war did break out
there was not an increase of school popu-
lation of 5,100 for the year. So I can-
not compare the outbreak of that war with
the outbreak of this one, if it takes place
as the hon. member suggested. But I
can compare the position in regard to the
number of halls that were used In 1946
and the number used in 1951, and I was
entitled to do so.

But I say without fear of successful
condradiction again that had there not
been this continued and great influx of
school population in the last three or
four years there would have been no
building accommodation shortage in West-
ern Australia today, except perhaps for
the advance requirements of higher edu-
cation which is a bigger problem than
the mere catching-up of accommodation
difficulties. However, I will leave it at
that because I do not wish to labour the
point. My object in rising to speak was

to assure the member for Melville that
he misinterpreted the first statement al-
together.

I would like to say a word or two
about school buses to which the hon.
Member also referred. At first sight it
might be possible to agree with him, but
there are two or three aspects of the
matter which make some considerable dif-
ference and which I1 should mention. The
great majority of these routes-in fact
nearly all of them-have been extended
beyond their original lengths, at the re-
quest of the parents who live at the
ends of the routes. The route, for ex-
ample, is 35 miles and the parent living
three or four miles further on beseeches
the department direct, or the local super-
intendent, to take his children into school
by the bus service. The alternative is that
the child, or children, remain on corre-
spondence lessons.

I know that the member for Melville
will agree with me that the correspondence
lessons are excellent. I know, too, that
he goes further than I do in believing
that that is as good a form of education.
or virtually so, as can be obtained from
a trained teacher in the school environ-
ment, I do not agree that that is so
and if the child, through his parents, de-
sires to travel the extra distance to come
into school and petitions the department
accordingly, so far as I am concerned I
am not going to stand in the light of that
child of getting the social contacts, appro-
priate environment and the services of a
trained teacher that will be available to
him at the school.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No matter what dis-
tance is involved?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
there must be a limit somewhere but
that is a matter for the parents to decide,
and in almost every case where those routes
have been extended for certain children
in the manner suggested by the hon. mem-
ber it has been at the request of the parent,
either to the district superintendent or
direct to the department. Careful examina-
tion has been made of the position by the
district superintendent before approval has
been given. Therefore, that puts a differ-
ent complexion upon it, especially when
it is remembered that the only children
who travel these long distances are the
children of those parents who have re-
quested that their children be allowed to
do so, because the other children on that.
part of the route nearer to the school
would travel only the shorter distance.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That would not always
be so.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: On
the circular route the custom is to turn
it round week by week.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Suppose an extension
is made for a few extra children at the
end of the route but there are others in
between who did not believe in it! That
family would be compelled to use the bus.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
Is a. very rare case and I was about to
mention it. Sometimes, it is true, in order
to pick up an extra child one has to pass
a family of one or two children of someone
who does not want to come in by the bus.
But let me remind the hon. member that
when the bus routes were first started, so
long as a majority of the parents were
agreeable the service was put into opera-
tion, and a certain number of parents-
by no means the majority but usually a
small minority-were obliged to come into
the scheme for the common good.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: There is nothing.
wrong with that so long as the distances
are not too great.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is a very rare case indeed where, at the
request of the parent further out, some-
body in between the existing terminus of
the bus and the new proposed terminus
has been brought into it against his will.
I venture to suggest that it would be the
very odd case and I would say there
would be not more than two Instances of
that kind. I have been particularly care-
ful about this since the hon. member asked
me questions about these routes. As far
as I am concerned I feel that the expendi-
ture is well justified. If it will bring child-
ren, whose parents desire them to come.
into close contact with schools, teachers
and a better environment, it is not a waste
-of money so far as the State is concerned
because those children are entitled to the
best that we can give them although, in
some cases, as the member far Murchison
instanced, difficulties are rather too great
f or us to be able to do it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The figure has gone
from 9,700 miles in 1938 to over 400,000.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: But
the number of bus services has Increased
from 56 to 388, or some figure like that.
In those days one was fortunate enough
to get bus travel at 10d. or Is. a mile.
Today no bus contractor will touch it under
Is. 7d., is. 8d. or Is. 9d. In consequence,
and apart from a few rather lengthy
routes, the costs have increased enormously
by virtue of quadruplication at least of the
number of buses since that time, and an
almost doubling of the cost per mile. The
hon. member must appreciate that where
-we could acquire buses in those days for
something like £1.50b today they cost £:4,000
for the same bus; and where liquid fuel
could be obtained at 2s. 4d. a gallon; it is
now 3s. 8d., or something like that.

Dealing last with the question of trainee
teachers. As the hon. member knows the
problem with which we arc faced in West-
ern Australia with regard to teacher re-
quirements is one that exists not only in
the rest of Australia but in nearly every
other country in the world-at least in the
English-speaking world. I am sorry that
I have not with me the figures that the
Director supplied me with two or three
months ago in regard to the teacher short-
age in Australia, but I noticed this fact,

that whereas our proportional population
is somewhere in the vicinity of 7 per cent.,
our proportion of teacher shortage showed
a better figure.

In other words there was a greater short-
age of teachers in other States than in
Western Australia. That does not diminish
the fact that steps must be taken to the
utmost of our ability, but it does, indicate
that there has been no lack of diligence,
and that we are still managing to keep
pace with the Australian position at a time
when we are facing a population increase
of 5.2 per cent. with the rest of Australia
at 3.8 per cent. I thank the hon. member
for Melville for his contribution to the
debate, but with all respect I say that I
regard the achievement of the department
as one with which the Government can be
reasonably satisfied with at the present
time.

Vote put and passed.
Vote--Child Welfare and Outdoor Re-

lief, £E180,980:
The MINISTER FOR CHILD WEIL-

PARE: The Child Welfare Department, of
course, is functioning quietly, as it has for
many years past, and it has occasioned
little or no difficulty or controversy during
that time. It may be of interest to mem-
bers to know that among other things
that come under its jurisdiction it has
been very careful about licenses for chil-
dren engaged in street trading. These
licenses are issued in two groups--12 to
14 years and 14 to 16 years and have re-
stricted and approved hours. Licenses in
force in 1946 totalled 280 and in 1949
totalled 636. For the past year the figures
were: 12 to 14 group, 493; 14 to 16 group,
152. The increase of licenses issued is
evidence of the regular policing in respect
to street trading by departmental officers.

The opinion of the departmental officers
is that while a few years ago there were
a number of children who were actually
engaged in what could be called street
trading, they now have everyone under
their wing. I do not Intend that to be a
criticism of the officers of the department
a few years ago. It was a difficult matter
and necessitated the appointment of two
or three Probation officers to handle this
matter, and it was considered desirable
that if possible every child that was en-
gaged should be licensed. It does not pre-
vent them from carrying on the work they
want to do, but it complied with the re-
quirements of the Act and enables the de-
partment to ensure there is no exploita-
tion. As at 1st July, 1951, the following
are the numbers of children under the
care and supervision of the department:-

Wards maintained in institutions 458
Wards boarded out in private

homes .... . . .... .... 271
Wards in Government Receiv-

ing Home .... .... .... 31

760
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At the 1st July, 1951, there were- December, 1950, non-pension cases were
Migrant children on subsidy in

institutions ..
Migrant children on subsidy

boarded out ... ... I .

Migrants in employment on
special subsidy

Migrants employed under Ser-
vice Agreement ..

Outfits issued to migrant chil-
dren for the period 1/1/51 to

increased by 7s. 6d. per week in view of
518 a similar weely increase in the rate of age,

invalid and widows' pensions. Following
iia further increase in pensions, non-pen-

sions were again increased, this time by
12 1s. per week as from the 14th November,
12 1951. At the same time, the following

benefits were approved-
25

30/6/51 .... 24
Since that time a further 17 have been
issued. Subsidies Payable for wards to
institutions have been greatly increased.
As for the year ended the 1st July, 1950,
the subsidies were as follows:-

Institutions without school premises,
18s. 3d.

Institutions with school, 19s. 3d.
Wards Boarded out with Foster-

Parents, 25s.
For 1951-

Institutions without school premises,
25s.

Institutions with school, 26s.
Wards Boarded out with Foster-

Parents, 32s. 8d.
There is also a system of adjustment in
relation to basic wage variations. Such
fluctuations are reflected in the subsidy
and this has taken Place since 1949 on-
wards. Some institutions, on account of
religious views, would not accept assist-
ance from the Lotteries Commission, and
an allowance of 5s. per week per child
is made in addition to compensate them.
It was decided that their religious views
must be respected and the cover grant
should be Paid by the Crown. That was
done and will be done so long as the Lot-
teries Commission continues to subscribe
to the other institutions.

At the Government Receiving Home, an
experienced kindergartner has been em-
ployed since February, 1950. when an up-
to-date kindergarten was established to
cater for the inmates. Children from two
years to school age are kept occupied in
this respect whilst inmates, and two chil-
dren of primary school age, who have
been exempted from school for the time
being, are also given training in the
kindergarten. In the same classification
we have those who receive outdoor relief
from the department, and they total 384,
among whom are 93 widows and 110 de-
serted wives. Altogether there are 936
deserted children.

As from the 12th July, 1950, two and
three-unit non-pension cases were in-
creased, as it is these small unit groups
which experience the greatest financial
hardship. Single units were increased
from 30s. to 40s. per week; two units from
50s. to 556. per week and three units from
60s. to 65s. per week. As from the 13th

1. The easings of assessments of the
earnings of children at home.

2. Foster child rate increased from
l5s. to 20s. per week.

3. Allowable earnings of monetary as-
sistance recipients increased from
20s. to 30s. per week.

In 1951, the maximum is 137s. 6d. per
week at present as from the Child Welfare
Department. I do not think there has
been anyone who has been able to sug-
gest that the officers of the Child Wel-
fare Department have not dealt carefully
and sympathetically with all the difficult
cases that have come before them. It is
true that sometimes difficulties arise.

We are concerned to some degree about
delinquent boys. In the past, all our
problems concerned schools and other
social buildings. It is virtually impossi-
ble to undertake the building of a re-
formatory or any institution of that
nature. We feel there is a possibility of
the Government being able to arrange
with one of the religious institutions,
which has facilities, to undertake the care
of difficult boys with the assistance of the
Child Welfare Department. Discussions
have taken place through the Child Wel-
fare Department and the Director of
Education, and although no conclusion
has yet been reached I am hopeful that
the limited number of boys concerned
will be housed in these premises until
we can make better provision for them.
If the number increases, more substan-
tial premises will have to be found.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I had hoped the
Minister would have said more about the
working of the Children's Court. It is some
time now since we stopped giving publicity
to the occurences in that court, and the
public and members heie have no know-
ledge of what is taking place there other
than what we hear from time to time
from individuals. I have heard it said,
though I do not know whether it is true,
that child delinquency is greater today
and is steadily getting worse than it was
several years ago. I am wondering what
was the result of the experiment the
Minister tried when he altered the Act,
and set up the court with arrangements
for dealing with delinquents.

The Minister for Child Welfare: I do
not think there is any foundation for the
statement that there Is an increase. It
is caused Perhaps by increased numbers
in the community.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN, Can the Minis-
ter say why there is no report from the
-Child Welfare Department since he al-
tered the Act. We have not had a report
since 1947 and, if my memory serves me
correctly, we did not have a report for
that year, which means that there has
not been a report covering the activities
of this department since the Minister
assumed control. Why have there been
'no reports to Parliament? Some explana-
tion should be given us. I raised the
point a few months ago and have beeni
endeavouring to find the reply I received
from the Minister. I believe he said that
the report would be here, but it is not
'here.

The statement of the Minister was very
informative as regards the increases in
the rates, and I compliment the Govern-
mnent upon what has been done. Those
increases were justified and will make E,
big difference to the recipients but, apart
from those statistics, the Minister gave
us very little information about the activi-
ties of the department. In the absence
of reports since 1947, it is to be deplored
that this evening we have had so little
information given us about the depart-
ment. This leaves me in the position of not
knowing whether it is true or false that
there has been a considerable increase in
-child delinquency.

A few years ago, these cases used to
be featured in the Press--the number and
different types of cases--and the public
was kept aware of what was happening,
but the alteration of the Act prevented
that, and now I suppose the average per-
son thinks that everything is all right.
It may be, but I have been given to
understand that it is not.

I asked some questions earlier in the
session about Young boys being confined
to Fremantle Gaol. It is not usually
known that they are detained there, and
it is aL bad business, which I hope is not
to continue for long, because that is no
place for boys of 14 or 15. We must
make special effort to do better than that.
I know the Government is beset with
problems on every hand, but that is no
excuse for allowing these conditions to
continue year after year, more especi-
ally as members of the Government criti-
cised the previous Government for the
very same thing. So it was to be ex-
pected that at least an attempt would be
made to effect some improvement.

The Minister for Child Welfare:. I
think there was no criticism of child wel-
f are.

Hon. 3. T. TONICIN: There was criti-
cism about child delinquency and of
children being put in the lock-up at Roe-
street.

The Minister for Child Welfare: I do
not recollect it.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: A supporter of the
Government who lost his seat at the gen-
eral election had been very vocal about the
failure of the department to check child
delinquency and give effect to the findings
of a Royal Commission on the subject.

The Minister for Child Welfare: I did
not realise that you were referring to in-
dividuals. I thought you meant the
Government, as such.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: No. It seems to
me that, apart from the alteration of the
Act, some change in the Children's Court,
the increases in allowances of which the
Minister has spoken and the appointment
of a few probation officers, nothing else
has been done. It is a bad business if
child delinquency is increasing and we
have no proper method of dealing with it.
I have heard adverse criticism of the fact
that we have no experienced people to
look after the children who are confined
to the receiving home.

The Minister for Child Welfare: I men-
tioned that there was no greater increase
in child delinquency other than relative
to the increase in population.

I-on. J, T. TONKIN: Is there any like-
lihood of the block of land at Applecross
being used for the purpose for which it
was bought?

The Minister for Child Welfare: It will
have to be used for that purpose.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Can we expect
anything to be done in the reasonably near
future, or will the receiving home continue
to be where it is, thus restricting the de-
velopment of the school originally pro-
posed?

The Minister for Child Welfare:. We can-
not expect any activity in that direction
during the next year, at any rate.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: Is there any ex-
planation of the fact that there has been
no report from the department for several
years?

The Minister for Child Welfare: I shall
have to find out.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Somebody has
fallen down on the job if one is not avail-
able. I know that at times there arc ex-
planations for reports inot being got out
for two or three years, but the Minister
will appreciate that nothing has been re-
ported to Parliament about the activities
of this department since the alteration in
the Act and the change in the court, and
I for one am interested to see the figures
regarding the various homes, the children
concerned, the cases before the court, the
types of offences and the activities of the
department in the various directions with
regard to probation officers and so forth.
I hope steps will be taken to ensure that
we get information next session.

Mr. Marshal]: It is certainly not right
that we should be without it.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have had com-
plaints about young lads being sent to the
Fremantle Gaol. Women's organisations
are not too happy about this. I hope the
omission to which I have referred will be
repaired next session and that we shall
not be expected to rely upon a very brief
account such as the Minister has given us
tonight.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The member
for Melville has mentioned the receiving
home at Walcott-street, Mt. Lawley. If I
remember the situation as it was in 1945
and perhaps 1946, that institution was re-
garded as being largely unsuitable.

The Minister for Child Welfare: We
have done some work there.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I have in mind
something more than building; I have in
mind the detention block which existed
and which. in my opinion, was a desolate
sort of Place in which to detain children
because, on occasion, no better detention
facilities were available. I used to feel
ashamed of the fact that the State at that
time had nothing better. The building was
a dreadful Place and the methods employed
for the detention of children in that block
were far from humane.

The other angle is that the methods of
dealing with delinquent children, and in-
deed with all children, have become much
more progressive in late years. I have
in mind not merely the Physical welfare of
children, but, what is much more import-
ant, the mental side, their attitude and so
forth. Environment is very important and
so is the type of consideration that the
children receive. I do not know whether
the department in recent years has been
able to add to the staff of the home a
person well trained and well qualified along
the lines I have suggested.

I do not know how many children are
now accommodated at the home; nor am
I aware to any reliable extent whether
boys and girls are still accommodated in
that one home. I ask the Minister to in-
vestigate the position, because the child
life of the community is extremely valu-
able. The fact that children in a home
of this sort had become delinquent does
not make it less necessary or desirable to
look after them; rather it is the more
necessary and desirable.

Mr. Marshall:, That is correct.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: They have to
be reclaimed and re-established in the
community as children who are socially-
minded and have a good social outlook and
a good social conscience. They must have
their confidence in themselves as young
citizens built up again. The problem of
these children cannot be solved by ordin-
ary methods or ordinary approaches, or
even by ordinary staff, who may be very
well trained in matters affecting physical
welfare, but might have very little valu-
able training or experience in the mental,

nervous and emotional side of children-
Therefore, if the Minister would undertake
to have this angle investigated and give
an assurance that more modern methods
will be applied and, if possible, a most suit-
able person placed on the staff of the home
to concentrate upon the mental and
emotional siae, that would appear to be
a good step in the right direction. It may
be that the Government has other homes
than this one in which it is responsible
directly for the welfare of the children. If
so, what I have said in respect to the
Walcott-street home would apply to a
greater or lesser extent to such other
homes.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Department of

velopment £120,383:
Industrial De-

Mr. MARSHALL: Would the Minister
explain the reduction in the figure shown
for the Director of Industrial -Develop-

ment?
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It might be due to

the fact that Mr. Fernie was on a higher
classification than is Mr. Temby.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I think it is firstly due
to the fact that the rate of payment to the
former director was greater than to the
present director and secondly that pay-
ment was made to the former director in
lieu of leave.

Mr. MARSHALL: The provision for in-
creased production of cement last year
was £10,000, as against £500 for this year.
In view of the acute shortage of cement
I thought the Government would be spend-
ing more in an effort to increase produc-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The sum spent last year
was the balance under the arrangement
with the Swan Portland Cement Company
for the installation of further machinery.
The £500 provided this year is to cover
any investigations that might ensue with
regard to the proposed cement works that
I mentioned earlier.

Mr. MARSHALL: For Item 11 £25,000
was provided last year as against £2,500
this year. How did the report on the
establishment of an iron and steel in-
dustry in this State come to cost £25,000?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Under the terms of the
Iron and Steel Industry Act an arrange-
ment was entered into with Brassert &
Company, New York, to investigate the
Possibility of establishing the industry in
this State. That involved bringing a num-
ber of persons here from America, to-
gether with other expenditure, and the
sum of £25,000 was paid, with the exception
of £2,500 which was not to be paid until
the report was received. That report has
only just come to hand.
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Mr. MARSHALL : Expenditure under the was no agricultural hail within 20 chains
heading "Plaster Production lease" last
year was £18,533 and this year's estimate
is £30,000. Will the Minister explain that?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The terms of the agree-ment with Australian Plaster Industries
provides that the Government should carry
on the general store and butchering busi-
ness, etc. and maintain the township dur-
ing the period of the lease. The sum of
£22,500 has been provided for the purchase
of commodities and the provision of town
services. The cost of these charges will
be offset by sales and lease rents. The sum
of £7,500 is provided for staff salaries.

.Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: The increase
in estimated expenditure this year over
actual expenditure last year is about
£11,500, which seems a big increase.
Would it be brought about by the fact that
more men are to be employed at Chandler
this year than last, or is it due to the in-
creased cost of commodities, or some other
factor?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I believe the major
reason is that for six months last year the
expenditure was charged to the alunite in-
dustry, and for the other six months it
was under the agreement with A.P.I. These
estimates are on a twelve-month basis
and in addition there is the increased cost
of commodities.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported to a later stage of sit-

ting.

BILL-LICENSIENG ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of six amendments made by

the Council further considered.
In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The fourth of the
ara~endments made' by the Council is as
follows:-

No. 4, Clause 13, page 6-After the word
d"or"~ secondly occuring in line 18 insert the
following words-

(Ii) outside a town hall or agricultural
ball, or on any road, street, foot-
path or lane, within twenty chains
of any such ball; or

Mr. MoCULLODCH: The wording of this
amendment just does not make sense to
me. How can a man drink a glass of beer
in a road?

Mr. RODOREDA: I see no need for this
amendment, the effect of which would be
that if I were travelling down from the
North and wanted to open a bottle of beer
and have a drink somewhere along the
road, I would have to make sure that there

of me if I did not want to risk committing
an offence. Previously it was limited to
halls within a townsite. This is a stupid
amendment and I will not agree to it.
I am utterly opposed to the whole para-
graph as amended. I must accept some
blame for not drawing attention to it when
it was originally considered by us in Com-
mittee. What we say by this amendment
is that no one shall drink liquor in a
club, someone else's home or in one's own
home. There is no definition in the Bill
of a Park or a reserve. A beach is a reserve
and most certainly it is a public place. It
is vested in the local authority..

The Attorney General: It is not.
Mr. RODOREDA: Well, what is a beach?
The Attorney General: It is vested in

the Crown. I
Mr. RODOREDA: Can the Attorney

General say that a park or reserve is legally
defined in the Bill?

The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. RODOREDA: There is no interpreta-

tion of it.
The Attorney General: There is in the

Parks and Reserves Act.
Mr. RODOREDA: Let us assume that a

countryman and his wile come to town
and do not feel like going to an hotel for
a meal so they buy a bottle of beer and
drink it and eat some sandwiches in Gov-
ernment Gardens. They would be liable
to a £20 penalty.

The Attorney General: They would.
Mr. RODOREDA: I do not know what

we are coming to! The Attorney General
said that the Hill was aimed at stopping
People breaking the law. Now we are
attempting to make criminals of people,
and they will not know that what they
are doing is wrong. If people sit in ,a
car and have a drink of beer they are
liable. If I travelled in my car from Kal-
goorlie to Perth and wanted a drink of
beer, I would have to make sure that I was
not within 20 chains of an agricultural
hall. It is absolutely stupid! Why stop
someone having a drink outside an agri-
cultural hall when there is no-one there?
Whoever heard of a town hall being out-
side a townslte?

The Attorney General: There is a defini-
tion.

Mr. RODOREDA: Does the Attorney
General tell mie that a person is liable if
he has a drink outside an agricultural
hall, while there is nothing being held in
it?

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. RODOREDA: This is a fine state
of affairs we have reached! We must take
paragraph (a) out of this clause by some
means or other. We should refuse to agree
to the Council's amendment, and should
go to a conference.
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Mr. HOAR: I agree with the member
for Pilbara. In the first place I think we
should try to restrict the consumption of
liquor at dance halls. However, this para-
graph accomplishes nothing because half
the dances in the South-West are held
in schoolrooms.

Mr. Rodoreda: This has nothing to do
with dance halls.

Mr. HOAR: Is not that the idea?
Mr. Rodoreda: No, it is to prevent a

man having a drink within 20 chains of
an agricultural hall.

Mr. HOAR: Is it a fact that this has
nothing to do with drinking at dances?

Mr. Graham: That is a fact.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: One can have a

drink outside a school but not outside an
agricultural hall.

Mr. HOAR: That is the point. A road
outside a school does not come within this
provision.

The Attorney General: I did not draft
it.

Mr. Graham: The Attorney General is
agreeing to it.

The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. HOAR: Half an hour or so ago I

suggested that the Attorney General re-
port progress so that he could put the
clause into intelligible form. We should
do as the member for Pilbara has sug-
gested-delete the clause altogether.

Mr. STYANrS: The Council's intention
is quite laudable because it is to prevent
the drinking of liquor at places of enter-
tainment, but the way it is worded it would
apply at all times whether entertainment
is in Progress or not. The two cases men-
tioned by the member for Pilbara could
conceivably happen, but there again the
intention of the amendment is quite good,
It is not fair that a man travelling with
his wife could not have a drink within
the precincts of an agricultural hall, but
the intention is to stop drinking parties at
dances or places of entertainment, or out-
side those places in cars. However, I agree
that the wording of the amendment is
ridiculous.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is clear that the
amendment before us is ridiculous. I do
not know whether the Attorney General
considers it is an easy way out to accept
the Council's amendment. In order to
discharge the business speedily, it might
be, but what a mess is to be made of
an important piece of legislation! The
member for Pilbara has Pointed out what
the true position will be and the member
for Kalgoorlie has indicated the inten-
tion of the Council, but it has deleted all
reference to any entertainment being held
in a hall.

The Attorney General: It was never
init.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is time the Attorney
General became familiar with his own
Bill.

The Attorney General: That is further
down.

Mr. GRAHAM: As the clause reads
now, a person shall not drink outside an
agricultural hall or a town ball even if
there is no entertainment going on, or
has not been going on for the past 12
months. In some country districts halls
are left standing for months or years
without any entertainment being held in
them.

Ron.' J. T. Tonkin: How far distant
does a person have to be from the
hall?

Mr. GRAHAM: Twenty chains.
Ron. A. R. 0. Hawke: Could one drink

inside the hall?

Mr. GRAHAM: With the permission
of the proprietor. The other amendment
provides that no person, whether in a
vehicle or not, shall drink liquor in any
Park or reserve without the consent of
the person in authority. Take for ex-
ample a man and his wife who go to the
South Perth Zoo with a hamper and a
bottle of beer on a Sunday! He would be
required to approach the State Gardens
Board on Thursday or Friday for permis-
sion to do so, and the board would have
to hold a special meeting to grant it.

The Attorney General: You have ac-
cepted that already.

Mr. GRAHAM: Not in this form. There
is obviously something very wrong with
the clause. Let us place it before a con-
ference of managers to determine the is-
sue and bring down something in accor-
dance with commonsense and practice.

Mr. RODOREDA: Surely, the Attorney
General can at least try to justify the
inclusion of this provision. The position
regarding entertainments is dealt with in
paragraph (c), and that has not been
amended by the Council. Let the Min-
ister give one word of justification for the
Council's amendment. What a rank ab-
surdity this is!

Hon. E. NtJLSEN: We should not pass
fool laws, and the effect of the Council's
amendment will be that a man will commit
an offence if he has a drink within 20
chains of a dance hall when no one is
in it and no entertainment is in pro-
gress.

The Attorney General: Why does not
some member move an amendment?

Mr. Rodoreda: Reject the amendment
altogether.

The Attorney General: I would not
approve of that.

Hon. E. NULSEN: At least we should
add a proviso to indicate that the pro-
hibition applied only when a sports meet-
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ing or entertainment was in progress. Such
a proposal as that under discussion re-
duces law to an absurdity.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Council's amendment can be very easily
amended. Two suggestions have been made
that school premises should be included
in the prohibition which, secondly, should
be limited to times when dances or en-
tertainments were taking place. I move-

That the amendment be amended
by inserting after the word 'outside"
the words "school premises."

Later on I will move a further amend-
ment to deal with the second point.

Mr. Rodoreda: But that is already
dealt with in paragraph (c).

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That does
not matter.

Mr. RODOREDA: I refuse to agree
to the Minister's amendment. What sort
of a mess are we getting into? Why pro-
hibit a man from having a drink 20 chains
away from school premises at a time wheni
no-one is there?

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I will support
the Present amendment, but I think the
Attorney General, before dealing with the
second Point, should give some explana-
tion of paragraph (c).

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Paragraph
(c) applies to private premises and seeks
to prevent people going on to private pro-
perty in the vicinity of a dance hall and
drinking there, without the consent of the
owner. At present such persons could not
be prosecuted for doing so.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Not even for tres-
passing?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. It i s
purely a civil offence and the offenders
could only be sued for damages. I move-

That the amendment be amended by
inserting after the word "such" the
words "school premises or".

Mr. BOVELL: Not only school premises
are affected, but other types of buildings
might he used for the purposes of public
entertainment. They should be included.

Mr. RODOREDA: We are asked to make
stupidity more stupid. The amendment
will have the effect of trying to stop drink-
ing in the vicinity of an agricultural hall.
which may be surrounded by coekies' pad-
docks. A man need only to go on to one
of the farms and he can drink all the beer
he wants. Why does not the Minister come
to his senses and "dice" the Council's
amendment altogether? Let us get down
to a sane basis.

Amendment on amendment put and a
division taken with the following result:-

Ayes . .. .... ... . . 20
Noes .... ~ ~ . 18

Majority for

Ayes.
Mr. Abbott Mr.
Mr. Brand Mr.
Mr. Butcher Mr.
name F. CardeUl-Ollver Mr.
Mr. Doney Mr.
Mr. Griffith Mr.
Mr. Beorman Mr.
Mr. Hutchinson Mr.Mr. Manning Mr.Mr. Mciarty Mr.

Mr. Brady
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Graharn
Mr. Hlawke
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr' Lawrence
Mr. Marshall

Ayes.
Mr. Tottordell
Mr. Mann
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovell

Noes.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nalder
Nimmo
Oldfield
Owen
Perkins
Thorn
Watts
Wild
yates
Graydon

McCulloch
Moir
Nulsen
Read
Rodoreda
Sleeman
styanto
Tonkin
Kelly

(Teller.?

(Tolle,.)
Pairn.

Noes.
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Needhamn
Mr. Pnnton

Amendment on amendment thus passed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T now wish

to move an amendment that after the word
"hail" in line 5, the words "while a dance
or other entertainment is being held" be
inserted.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the Attorney General
wants to make something even approach-
ing comnionsense. why does he not add to
those words the words "in such hall"?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I agree. I
move-

That the amendment be amended
by inserting after the word "hall". in
line 5 the words "While a dance or
other entertainment is being held in
such hall".

Mr. GRAHAM: We have endeavoured to
impress upon the Attorney General how
ridiculous he was in agreeing to the Legis-
lative Council's proposition when it is so
absurd. I wonder if he realises what he
has moved now? What is the definition of
"outside"? Is it 5 yards. 50 yards, 2 miles
or 20 miles? A man with a home 20 yards
from the hall, which Is outside the hall.
could be guilty of an offence. If there
is a dance being held in some remote place
and I open a bottle of beer in my home,
I am guilty of an offence even though I
might be 200 miles away. No distance
is stipulated. I know that as long
as the bells are rung, the Minister will
have the numbers, because this is a non-
party Hill, after the word "non" has been
deleted! It would appear that members
opposite, no matter how futile, ridiculous
and absurd an amendment may be. are
prepared to vote for what the Attorney
General wants. Would the distance be 10
yards or 100 yards in this case?

Mr. Yates: Right alongside the hall.
2 Mr. GRAHAM: Would that be within

- 5 Yards, or what?
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Mr. Yates: That is the recognised dis-
tance.

Mr. GRAHAM: In other words, if one
drinks beer 6 yards outside a hail or a
school whilst a public entertainment is in
progress, it is no breach of the law!

Mr. Yates: Define the distance then.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister is in charge

of the Bill. We have maintained that
this proposition, as we transmitted it to
the Legislative Council, was rather absurd.
It has been interfered with by the Legis-
lative Council and made more ridiculous
still. At this late hour, instead of accept-
Ing anything willy-nilly, it would be better
to disagree with the Council's proposition
and allow a conference to go into the mat-
ter and have the Solicitor General here
to draw up a reasonable amendment. The
further we proceed, the deeper in the mess
we are getting.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
language is in accordance with common-
sense. The amendment says outside the
hail or on any road, street or footpath
within 20 chains of such hail.

Mr. Graham: What does "outside" mean?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It means

outside and within a limit of 20 chains.
It says outside or within 20 chains.

Mr. Rodoreda: It does not say that in
the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No judge
would have any difficulty in interpreting
the meaning.

Mr. RODOREDA: The Bill does not say
what the Attorney General declared. It
says on a road or lane within 20 chains.

The Attorney General: Yes, I know.
Mr. RODOREDA: How far outside the

hall have I to be? If I am in a farmer's
paddock alongside the hail, am I outside
the hall?

The Attorney General: That is dealt with
later on.

Mr. RODOREDA: It is not dealt with
at all. The Attoriey General cannot now
amend this Act by deleting Something fur-
ther down in this paragraph. The Attor-
ney General can deal only with the Coun-
cil's amendments.

The Attorney General: Premises include
a lane.

Mr. RODOREDA: A cocky's 100-acre
paddock?

The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. RODOREDA: It is more foolish than

ever with that interpretation. This is the
result of having to consider legislation of
this kind at this hour. The Council obvi-
ously did not know what it was doing when
it inserted the amendment, and the minis-
ter was prepared to accept it as it was
submitted. Now he has included about
four amendmnents, although it was con-
sidered quite all right when we first got

it, according to him. This should have
been referred to the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

The Attorney General: It was, and the
Solicitor General approved of it.

Mr. RODOREDA: The Minister's amiend-
mnents have not been.

The Attorney General: No.
Mr. RODOREDA: We are likely to make

greater fools of ourselves than we look
if we carry on like this at this late hour.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am inclined
to agree with the Attorney General's in-
terpretation in regard to the paragraph
as now worded, but I think it could be
simplified and made clear beyond doubt
if the subparagraph started with the words
"Within 20 chains of any school pre-
mises, town hail or agricultural hall."
Then we would not have to use the words
"road," "footpath" or "lane" at all.

The Attorney General: Yes, that could
have been done, but I think this will have
the eff ect.

The CHAIRMAN: We cannot do what
the Leader of the Opposition suggests now.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: No, but I think
we should reject the amendment and allow
it to be adjusted along the lines I am
suggesting by means of a conference, which
need not sit for more than five minutes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendment was drafted by and had the
full approval of the Solicitor General this
afternoon. I admit that we have added
",school premises" and propose adding
other words.

Mr. Graham: That does not reflect great
credit on the Solicitor General.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does not
matter about that. I admit that the sug-
gestion of the Leader of the Opposition
would have covered the position and prob-
ably in nicer language.

Mr. GRAHAM: I want to be satisfied
in respect of this matter. If there is a hall
and my home is within 20 chains of it, am
I entitled to drink liquor in my own pre-
mises?

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know whether
the Attorney General understands the pro-
position.

Mr. RODOREDA: Here we have the same
provision In two subclauses. The Attorney
General says the Crown Law Department
approved of this, but the Crown Law De-
partment approved of It simply for the
purpose of ensuring that it was in legal
form. The amendment talks about the
consent of the owner, If I am the owner
of such premises I get my own consent.
do I? What if I am renting the place?
This is the most absurd thing I have seen
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here. It could be easily be fixed up If the
Attorney General would agree. Let us
insist on disagreeing with the Council and
have a conference.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ..

Noes ..

Majority against

Mr. Hawke
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Moir

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brady
Mr. Brand
Mr. Butcher
Dame F. Cardell-Olive
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Graham
Mr. Grs'rden
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Kearmn
Mr. Hutchinson

13
24

Ayes,
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Siemran
Mr. Styante
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly

Noes.

Mr. Manning
Mr. MeLanty
Mr. Naidar
Mr. Nlmzno

r Mr. Oldfteld
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Baoel

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. RODOREDA: The first subclause Is
a blank prohibition.

The Attorney General: The hon. member
is wrong.

Mr. RODOREDA: I ask the Chairman to
read to us exactly what the amendment Is.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is, that
the words to be inserted be inserted.

Mr. RODOREDA: I have asked you, Mr.
Chairman, to read the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: We have not got it. I
can only state the question before the
Chair.

Mr. RODOREDA: Surely we have a right
to know what we are debating. I can ask
the Chairman to explain to me, word for
word, what the amendment Is.

The CHAIRMAN: I call on the Attorney
General to explain the amendment.

Mr. RODOREDA: What a situation to
get into!

The ATTORNTEY GENERAL: As the
amendment came from the Council, it
was-

After the word "or" secondly occur-
ring in line IS Insert the following-

(ii) outside a town hall or any
agricultural hall, or on any
road, street, footpath or lane,
within twenty chains of any
such hall; or (ill)

That has been amended to insert after the
'word "outside" the words 'school pre-
mises"

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: What is the ob-.
jection. to disagreeing with the clause and
allowing a conference to take place so that
the proposition can be straightened out?

The Attorney General: It is straight.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKCE: it is not straight-

ened out sufficiently. The wording could be
much improved.

The Attorney General: It is quite sensi-
ble as it is.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: It is not sensible
enough.

The Attorney General: We might lose
the whole Bill if an obstinate man from
the Council were a conference manager.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKCE: I think there
are no obstinate men in the Council in con-
nection with this Bill. We might find
some obstinate men there on workers'
compensation or industrial Bills, but net
this one. We have already used up an hour
of valuable time, and It seems that the
Attorney General is prepared to waste an-
other hour arguing uselessly, because, the
argument is getting us nowhere. Some
members on this side arc quite determined
in their opinion that the amendment as
worded is not acceptable.

The Attorney General: They want to
jeopardise the whole of the Bill.

Hon, A, R. 0. HAWKE: That is not so.
The two members on this side who have
had most to say on the amendment are
keen on having the Bill passed. The At-
torney General does not want to wipe off
the best supporters of the Bill on this side.

The Attorney General: I am not suggest-
ing that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKCE: I am a lukewarm
supporter of the Bill, and am strongly op-
posed to certain portions of it. What I
have said so far on the amendment has
been with the idea of helping the Gov-
ernment and everyone in the Chamber to
get over the deadlock, as it were, quickly.
The member for Pilbara, and the member
for East Perth have both said the quick
solution is to def eat the clause and let it
go to a conference where it can be decided
in five minutes. Wording acceptable to
everybody and about which subsequently
there could be no argument in this House
or another place could be used.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Leader of the opposition wanted to ex-
press this in some other way.

Eon. A. R. 0. Hawke: It would be much
more effective, and clearer, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:, I do not
think so. I think it is clear enough now.
We have spent a long time over this and
I do not think the court would have any.
difficulty in interpreting just what. is
meant.
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Mr. RODOREDA: If we accept this we Question put and passed; the Council's
have the same provision twice in the same
clause. In the first case it is a blanket
prohibition against anyone drinking liquor
within 20 chains of a hail or school, and
in the second one it says "except with the
consent of the owner of the premises."
It is just too ridiculous.

Amendment on amendment put and a
division taken with the following result:-

Ayes .
Noes ..

Majority for

Ayes.
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brand
Mr. Butcher
Dame P. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Graham
Mr. Ortyden
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Hearmnan
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Manning

Mr. Hawke
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Moir

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NJoes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

MeLarty"
Naldor
Nlrnmo
Oldfield
Owen
Perkins
Thorn
Watts
Wild
Yates
Bovelt

Nulsen
Rodoreda
Esteman
Styants
Tonkin
Kelly

23

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting; Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

13 Vote-Public Works and Buildings.
- £C989,610:

... 10
-THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Honl.

D. Brand-Greenough) 11.58 am.]: In
as few words as possible, I would like to
cover a survey of the activities of the de-
partment for the last year and those pro-
posed for the forthcoming year. As mem-
bers know, it is the responsibility of the
Public Works Department to construct
certain buildings -by day labour, the de-
partment's own employees, and through

(Teller.) private contractors. Also, the department
is responsible for the drawing up of plans
and specifications. There is a large list
of schools, quarters, hospitals, nurses quar-
ters, police quarters, etc. to be erected and
those buildings. in their turn, are the re-
sponsibility of the various Ministers con-

(Teller.) cerned.
Amendment on amendment thus passed.
Question put and passed: the Council's

amendment, as amended, agreed to.
No. 5. Clause 25, page 10, line 5-

Delete the words "or Good Friday."
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This

clause deals with clubs and the words "or
Good Friday" have been deleted because
a Sunday could not be a Good Friday.

Mr. Graham: That is what I tried to
explain to you the other night.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
correct. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 6. New clause:
Insert a new clause to stand as Clause

19 as follows:-
19. Section 184 of the principal

Act is amended by inserting after the
word "members" in line 1 of paria-
graph (d) the words "other than hon-
orary or temporary members."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This also
deals with club rules and if Section 184
was strictly carried out it would mean
that before an honorary member could
be put up there would have to be a full
committee meeting or a general meeting
held. It is proposed to take out of those
conditions temporary or honorary mem-
bers, and that is the intention of the
amendment suggested by the Council. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

During the year we have endeavoured to
p,.ovil' quart-rs or accommodation for
government 'employees or civil servants in
the various departments with a view to
improving conditions. As the demand on
the departments has grown the accom-
modation has remained the same and, in
many cases, is not sufficient for the officers
employed. We have decided that there
shall be a new building for the architec-
tural division at Welshpool and the cost
is estimated at £25,000, the estimate for
this year being £15,000. There are also
new premises to be erected for the depart-
ment at Fremantle. Workshops at Fre-
mantle are to be constructed at a cost of
£14,000. This work is necessary because
there is a very limited amount of accom-
modation available there at the moment.
A tentative estimate of £:20,000 is included
in connection with the £300,000 project
for the new Government Printing Works.
It is hoped that a start with preliminary
work will be done this year.

Much has been said in respect to har-
bours during the various debates this ses-
sion and I do not propose to cover the
matters raised there. In respect to Albany,
I would say that we hope that the decision
to do the dredging work by contract wilt
be a means of expediting the undertaking.
The dredging people we anticipate will ar-
rive very soon. In respect to Bunbury, I
would advise members that the cut to Tur-
key Point, which has been the subject of
some doubt and controvesy in the Press,
is such that the engineers are completely
satisfied and feel that It will soon stabilise.
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Throughout the year every endeavour
has 'been, -made to provide country towns
with: adequate water supply either from
an~established reticulated system or by the
provision of dams and sealed catchments.
There is a long list, which I do niot pro-
pose to read out, of works under the head-
ing of country water supply. In particular
I would like to mention that the enlargi~g
of the Grass Valley bottleneck to 36 inches
is well under way. A further £55,000 is
to be spent and the job should be finished
this year. A 25 million gallon stand-by
reservoir at Kalgoorlie was completed after
finishing the earlier job at No. 8 pumping
station.

Tenders have been called for the electric
pumping station at the Mundaring Weir,
the raising of which was completed and
declared officially open today. The major
extension to Bullfinch was approved and
the £55,000 scheme for boosting the pres-
sures on the Norseman main begun. Pres-
ent works and future proposals cover the
Barbalin-Waddouring district, the eastern
and Murchison goldfields, not forgetting
a £70,000 scheme to water Kalamunda from
the Mundaring main. The work is pro-
2eeding for the improvement to the water
wchemne at Geraldton. It is well known
Ic every member that Geraldton has
proved .very difficult to adequately serve
wi-th water, but the proposal as put up by
the Director of Works, covering a series
f areas, will I1 (eel stage by stage provide
mn adequate water supply.

It is hoped that a start will be made
)n the works for water supply to Wonganfills and Dumbleyung, the proposal being
-,hat the excavation shall be done by con-
,ract. Tenders will be called as soon as
aossible. The major irrigation works were
,arried out in the Harvey area and
I loan moneys become available it
s probable that £3,000,000 will be
,xpended on land drainage and irriga-
ion during the coming year, This in-
,ludes the commencement of the raising
)f Wellington dam. Country towns sewer-
ige has proceeded at Albany and Collie.
IJew works are also listed at Geraldton
n the 1951-52 programme.

As far aS the Metropolitan Water Sup-
)ly Department is concerned, it has been
I'ully engaged this year in an endeavour
o keep abreast of housebuilding which
iss been disbursed over almost every see-
Ion of the inner and outer metropolitan
irea. More than £140,000 was spent on
ninor extensions and improvements to
vater supply alone, and nearly £250,000
on sewerage, reticulation and pumping
;tations. I think it is known that the
;econd reservoir at Mt. Yokine has been
:ompleted and that its completion will
nean that the service reservoirs will hold
.30 million gallons. Our objective is 170
nillion to 200 million gallons and add!-
lonal, reserves, -at Hamilton Hill are now
ander consideration.

I point out that there is need to build
up ever increasing reserves of water in
the metropolitan area so as to avoid any
restrictions during the time that pipe-
lines or pumping equipment breaks down.
A sizeable group of Nissen huts have been
established at Kelmscott. The department
has found this very satisfactory and the
migrants are quite happy to live there and
are right on the spot to carry on the
work of cement lining the pipes which
have now been completely reconditioned,
and it is thought that the pipe-line will
give a further 50 years' service. The
diversion of Kangkroo Gully to Canning
dam is proceeding. One million gallons
per day during the heavy draw is hoped
for from this source. New works are in
progress in Canning Vale, Riverton, Roley-
stone and Byford. In the case of Byford
the Commonwealth Government is pro-
viding the bulk of the money.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke* Is that for water
supply?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
there is much more I can say but briefly
that is the position. Measures being taken
to safeguard the metropolitan water supply
on a long term basis are the construction
of gauging weirs on the Serpentine, and
investigations into the water potential of
remaining streams in the hills which have
not yet been harnessed, It is hoped that
reticulation of water will be completed
this year in the city as follows-

Hilton Park, East Victoria Park Estate,
Ascot Estate, Hamersley Estate, Midland
Junction, Western Park and Killarney Es-
tate, Scarborough and Ardross and Rey-
nolds Street, Applecross. Ashfield, Willa-
gee Estate at Melville and Manning
Estates. As far as sewerage is concerned
the new works listed for 1951-52 are for
the following areas:-

Area 4, Midland Junction.
Area 2, Bassendean.
Area 1, Rivervale.
Area 56, Perth and several in Vic-

toria Park.

I do not desire to delay the Committee,
but the other departments which come
under my jurisdiction are the Main Roads
Department and Electricity Commission.
In respect to the Electricity Commission,
I would say that the greatest Problem
at the present time is to cope with the
demands for extensions into the outer
metropolitan area and into the hills. Be-
cause of that pressure 'we feel there is
little or no hope of meeting the demand
owing to the shortage of copper in particu-
lar and of transformers. We feel that we
should lay down a six-monthly programme
and adhere to that, in the same way as we
lay down a yearly programme for the
Main Roads Department. By that means
the various communities will know where
they. stand, and we can work to a plan-
ned programme according to the material
we have available.

1779



1780 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Marshall: Did you say you want
copper? I could get you as much copper
as you want1 if the Government will fi-
nance it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
like to take advantage of the ban. mem-
ber's suggestion at a more opportune
moment. As. far as the Main Roads De-
partment is concerned, the policy Is to
buy as much machinery as is available,
and the fact that the bigger machines
are now coming to hand means that a
greater length of work has been carried
out. I was very disappointed with the
length of bitumen that was done last year
and have requested the Commissioner that
he plan to at least improve the pro-
gramme by 50 per cent. this coming year.
By comparison with last year the proposal
in the programme was bitumen seal 171
miles, re-seal 21 miles of which only 116
miles were completed. The main cause
of this deficiency was the water restric-
tion in the Kalgoorlie area which pre-
vented priming; early rains in February
and April which stopped all bitumen work
in some districts: while the diversion of
crushing and screening plant to the sup-
plying of railway ballast reduced the quan-
tity of screenings available for road work.
The amount of tar priming completed was
142 miles. The related figures in the 1951-
52 programme are -

Tar priming..
Bituminous seal
Reseal ... ..

miles.
273

.... .... 182

This, of course, is a marked increase on
last year's effort. In order that the work
might be carried out wve have purchased
quite a number of tarring machines and
associate equipment.

Hon. E. Nulsen: How many more miles
have you got to do between Coolgardie and
Southern Cross?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not give the exact mileage at the present
time. The Commissioner has advised me
that within six months it is hoped that
the road will be right through, and that the
diversion from Woolgangee will also be
through. I would like to pay a tribute to
the staff, and particularly to the Director
of Works and the beads of the various
departments for their loyalty, their drive
and their enthusiasm during the year.
The Commissioner of Main Roads, Mr.
Young, has just returned from America and
I am in receipt of his first two reports.
From a quick scrutiny of these reports
I feel sure that Western Australia will
have much to gain as the result of what
he saw in America in the way of road
building and highway construction.

HON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) (2.l5 a'T.A:
I should like the Minister to Inform me
what Is being done with regard to a water
scheme for Esperance. The position there
Is rather serious. We have only the rail-

way dam, and the supply is not sufficient.
to provide for visitors as well as the resi-
dents. I hope that the Minister will take
steps to ensure that an adequate supply
is provided; otherwise we shall be in Seri-
ous trouble in the matter of the reticula-
tion in the town.

On several occasions I have asked ques-
tions about instituting a State-wide flat.
rate for water. The answers given to me
have been evasive, and seeing that the.
House voted unanimously in favour of a
flat rate, I consider it is time that action
was taken by the Government. On many
occasions my electors, especially at public
meetings have inquired what is being done
in that direction.

I wish to refer now to the retirement
of Mr. W. H. Taylor, who was General
Manager of the electricity supplies. He
was engaged by the Government in 1914.
under a three years' agreement, and gave
32 years of service to the State, and I
must say that he has received scant recog-
nition for the good work he did. I am
not blaming the present Minister, but re-
gardless of whoever was reqnonible, T
Maintain tniat Mr. '.Layior Should nave
received greater consideration for his ser-
vices. We had really no electrical stop-
pages in his time, and he held the 25,000
kilowatt plant at East Perth at its highest
efficiency. He was an excellent engineer
and did good work for the State.

The kilowatt hours in 1918 totalled about
3,000,000 and in 1948 the total was
210,000,000. Mr. Taylor designed the
South Fremantle Power Station after hav-
ing established nearly the whole of tffe
East Perth power house. In 1944, when the
war was at its height, the Willcock Gov-
ernment sent him to England to make
arrangements for the extension of the
plant. I consider that he has been greatly
slighted. I have nothing to say against
the Director of Works. Mr. Dumas, but he
was not asked to retire, as Mr. Taylor was,
when he reached the age of 65. Although
Mr. Dumas holds a very important posi-
tion, I do not think it was more important
than the one held by Mr. Taylor.

Mr. Taylor was succeeded by a man who
had not had anything like such a wide
experience and yet not so much as "Thank
you" has been given to him by any Gov-
ernment. I am not blaming the Govern-
ment for retaining Mr. Dumas because
he is an excellent engineer, but comparing
the treatment meted out to these two men,
I cannot help feeling that Mr. Taylor was
slighted and has not received any recog-
nition for his good work over that long
period. He was retired as an expedient
to put in his place another man who had
not had the same experience. I hope that
the Minister will see that something is
yet done to recognise the excellent work
done by W. H. Taylor.

I should like to know why the title "Gold-
fields Water Scheme" has been changed to
that of "Country Areas Water Supply."
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Mr. Marshall: It is unfair that such a
change should have been made.

Hon. E. NTTLSEN: 1, too, consider it very
unfair because, when it was started by the
Forrest Government in 1898 and opened
in 1903, it was the greatest scheme of its
kind in the world.

The Minister for Works: The Premier
at Mundaring today promised that that
matter will be reconsidered.

Hon. E. NULSEN I am very pleased
to hear that. The people of the Goldfields
were greatly disappointed when the change
was made.

Mr. Marshall: The people of the Gold-
fields paid for the scheme.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: They would not have
minded so much had it been called the
Goldfields and Country Water Scheme, but
they consider it was a great slight to the
men responsible for its construction--Sir
John Forrest, Mr. C. Y. O'Connor and Mr.
Nat Harper.

Mr. Hovell: Goldfields and Agricultural
Districts Water Scheme would have been
better.

Mr. Marshall: The name of Goldfields
Water Supply should have been retained.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Eyre is out of order in discussing that
matter because it comes under public
utilities.

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: It is also under the
Minister for Water Supply.

The CHAIRMAN: The vote for public
utilities is the place to discuss it.

Mr. Marshall: It is under the adminis-
tration of this Minister and the whole of
his administration is open to question.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not know what
is going to happen if the price of elec-
trical current is further increased. The
price is now 5.92d. for light and 1.92d.
for power, whereas during the regime of
the Wise Government, the figures were
3d. and Id., so there has been an increase
of nearly 100 per cent., and this is in
spite of the capital having been written
down by £1,368,000. Ours is the highest
cost for electrictity in any capital city in.
Australia.

The Minister for Works: Are you sure
of that?

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: Yes. The Minister
should look into the charges; otherwise
he will find each individual installing his
own lighting plant and it would be
found that the individual could supply it
more cheaply.

The Minister for Works: Surely you
do not believe that!

MR. BUTCHER (Gascoyne) [2.25 am.]:
I am disappointed that at this hour we
are called upon to deal with this Vote.
Speaking quite frankly, one is not greatly
impressed with politics, if this be poll ics.

Mr. J. Hegney: Not at this hour of
the morning anyhow.

Mr. BUTCHER: We have waited
patiently to speak on this department
and now we are told that we must be
brief. I suppose it is essential that we
should be brief, because most of us are
well and truly worn out. When one hap-
pens to represent an area that is crying
to high heaven for development I repeat
that it is disappointing to have to speak at
such an hour.

I was hoping that the attention of the
Minister and members would be such that
they would learn something about this
land which is potentially rich, and give
us a chance to carry out the development
that is necessary to bring it into pro-
duction. It Is well to consider what this
territory is rich in-wool, meat, iron, lead,
tin, antimony, copper, and asbestos and,
if radio active minerals are to be found
in this State, I suggest that they will be
found In the North-West.

Mr. Marshall: Plus gold and silver.
Mr. BUTCHER: Yes, in plenty, and

there is every Possibility of a mineral oil
basin being discovered there, too. If that
long list is not worthy of a development
Programme, I wonder what is.

Our great Problem, firstly, is transport-
ation, and to have transportation we must
have roads. When we consider the
condition of the road from North-
ampton to Carnarvon, it does not
reflect credit on the Parliament of
this State. We have a closer agricultural
settlement on the river that depends en-
tirely upon road transport. It is dealing
with a perishable product, and the fruit
produced has to be lumbered over 300
miles of terrific road and then loaded
on to railway trucks to be conveyed to
Perth. It is a wonder that the industry
has made any progress at all.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Some of the
Plantation roads are very bad.

Mr. BUTCHER: Yes, they are bad, but
we could endure that if the main road
were Put in order so that the fruit could
be transported in reasonable condition.

Mr. ,J. Hegney: Are not gangs working
on that road?

Mr. BUTCHER: People who have not
travelled on that road-

Mr. J. Hegney: I have been on it twice.
Mr. BUTCHER: I was about to say that

only People who have travelled on that
road in a truck carrying 16 tons of bananas
can form any idea what it is like. Unless
a road has been properly formed and
sealed, it will not stand up to such traffic.
What is the use of employing a gang or
two on a road like that? A grader may
be run over it. but that merely puts the
soft dirt into the pot-holes and, after a
few trucks have passed over it, the effect
of the suction Plus the action of the wind
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makes it a punishing road to travel on.
To employ a few gangs on a road like
that is simply a waste of money. Further-
more, the country is deserving of some-
thing better, and I say emphatically that
a new deal must be given to us in the
matter of roads.

There is also the question of agriculture
-the closer settlement on the Gascoyne
River. The settlers there are battling along
and have established an industry worth
about a quarter of a million a year. That
industry could be developed to an almost
unlimited extent if we had a controlled
water supply. When the rains occur, miil-
lions of gallons of water pour into the
sea. This is one point I wish to stress.
I1 want the Government to make every
endeavour to conserve that water so that
the industry may expand. Then the popu-
lation would expand and population is what
the North needs.

Let us go to Shark Bay, a little town
that is battling for an existence! It has
no water supply; the people have to de-
pend upon rainwater tanks. Surely an in-
vestigation could be made with a view to
establishing a town water supply! When
I hear of the large sums being expended
in other rural areas, I wonder why it is that
the North has been so badly treated.

Another necessity is a slipway for the
fishermen who are developing a worth-
while industry at Shark Bay. At present
they have no proper means of handling
their, boats but have to drag them up on
the beach, do repairs and paint them, and
then get them back into the water as best
they can. Surely it is not too much to
ask that a slipway be constructed there.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You should organise
a Parliamentary trip up there and show
members the country.

Mr. BUTCHER: What is needed is a
change of heart.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: A change of Govern-
ment would be much better.

Mr. BUTCHER: The present Opposition
had many years of opportunity to do some-
thing for the North, buit did not do it. It
is a change of outlook that is necessary,
and a change of heart.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: This Government
has no heart.

Mr. BUTCHER: Surely the Government
realises the great potentialities of the
North and the possibility of finding oil
in my electorate, where a private company
is prepared to spend £1,500,000 on a test
bore. If a private enterprise is prepared
to do that, the Government of the country
should be prepared to spend at least as
much on the development of that part of
the State.

I hope my plea will not fall on deaf
ears and; though I know nothing can be
done on the present Estimates, I trust
that next year some real consideration will
be given to the North-West. I am thank-
ful for the schools that have been built

and for the hospital that is being con-
structed in my electorate, but those things
do not constitute true development, and
they will not be needed in another 10 years
unless a great deal of money is spent on
development to encourage people to stay
in that part of the country.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (Melville)
[2.33 am.]: I want to know whether the
Government is going to do anything about
the 300 tons of cement that has been
charged against Mundaring Weir without
authorisation. The Auditor General has
refused to pass the item of expenditure
which has been charged against that job.
Does the Government intend to ignore
the direction of the Auditor General in
this matter or does it intend to do some-
thing about it? Both members and the
people generally are entitled to know
whether the opinion of the Auditor Gen-
eral in matters of this kind is to be com-
pletely disregarded. There is no excuse
for what has been done and the Premier
has had ample time in which to rectify
it. It is a very serious matter when the
Auditor General refuses to pass an item,
as he has in this case.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is our fault if
we let the Government away with it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The- Auditor Gen-
eral has reported to Parliament that he
refuses to pass this item on the grounds
that a special appropriation from Parlia-
ment is required to authorise the ex-
penditure. and that is his attitude with re-
gard to the whole of the difference be-
tween the cost of the imported cement
and that of the local cement. The fact is
that 300 tons of cement that never went
into the Mundaring Weir has been
charged against it. I would like to know
whether the Grants Commission would
approve of that or not.

The Government could have regularised
the transaction by placing an item on the
Estimates or bringing down a special Hill,
but apparently it is not sufficiently in-
terested to take action of that sort. If the
Government is entirely to disregard what
is required in matters of this kind it can-
not be trusted in anything, because this
is actually a misappropriation of Loan
funds by the Government. Our institu-
tions will be brought to ridicule if we
allow this sort of thing to go unchecked.
We might as well sack the Auditor Gen-
eral and find him another job if his re-
port is to be disregarded. No excuse can
be submitted to Parliament for what has
been done, and it is unfair to the officer
concerned that no notice should be taken
of what he says. Parliament should in-
sist that the matter be put in order and
the pity is that there arc not sufficient
members on this side of the Chamber to
see that that is done.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Anyone could lay
information as an informer.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes. We could
take action in this Chamber if we had a
majority and could force the Government
to do what is right. The people should be
made aware of what is being done, and
then the Government would speedily do
something to rectify the Position. If the
Government, as a matter of policy, decides
to make local cement available to other
People and to use imported cement itself,
that is all very well so long as it is done
in a proper way, but the Government is
not entitled to use Loan funds without an
appropriation for the Purpose. It used
local cement in its own job and charged
against that work some thousands of
pounds In excess of the actual cost of that
cement. So that excess charge was really
a subsidy which the Government gave to
certain industrial users who would have
used local cement if the Government had
not done so, but who were obliged to use
imported cement.

The Auditor General says that the Gov-
ernment cannot give a subsidy out of
Loan without a special appropriation, but
it has disregarded that entirely. Men
have been impeached in other countries
for the same sort of thing, and I believe
that in fact members of the Government
would be personnally liable for having
used Loan money to grant a subsidy to
other persons without proper authority to
do so. Another aspect of the matter is
that the Mundaring Weir job had charged
against it 300 tons of cement at the im-
ported price when that quantity was not
used on the job at all, and that constitutes
a straightout subsidy to somebody else
at the expense of the Mundaring Weir job.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Who got the bene-
fit of it?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Certain industrial
users who manufacture tiles, and cement
bricks. If the Government is content
with the present situation it is entirely
without a conscience in Public matters.
The Auditor General said straight out
that he refused to pass the item. If such
a thing happened in a private firm, some-
body would be in serious trouble. The
officer responsible for the transaction
would be called upon personally to make
good the expenditure of which the auditor
did not approve, and that should be the
position in this instance.. The Govern-
ment should be forced to take action to
enable the Auditor General to pass the
item. I will leave it at that for the
moment but the Government will hear
more of it if the matter is not put right.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [2.43
a.m.]: I have noticed how calm and peace-
ful the Chamber has become since the 10-
gallon keg ran out. The Minister gave an
assurance that the road north of Meeka-
tharra would receive attention but up to
date, I believe, nothing has been done about
it. There is a great deal of transport on

that road now that the mining industry
in the North-West is developing, and a
huge quantity of goods is passing by road
through Meekatharra. Large quantities of
wool are also being carried over that road
and the situation is becoming very serious.
I am told that that road is in very bad
condition and, although our pleadings for
attention to it have been spread over a
considerable period, the Main Roads Board
does not seem to be preparing to give the
matter immediate attention.

The Minister for Works: What road is
that?

Mr. MARSHALL: The Meekatharra-rd.
It is the main North-West artery which
carries all traffic travelling through to the
North-West. I suppose that the traffic
will become greater now that the railway
between Port Hedland and Marble Bar has
been Closed. The maintenance on these
vehicles is high, and in consequence the
haulage contractors increase their charges.
As the member for Gascoyne pointed out.
once a Person goes to those parts beyond
the Darling Range he is completely for-
gotten. There is no hope of keeping people
in those areas unless they receive better
treatment. I therefore ask the Minister
to stir up these departments in an en-
deavour to make a commencement with
the work on these roads.

I am also given to understand that
further south along this road, where it is
known as the Great Northern-highway, the
Main Roads Department, gave an under-
taking to put bitumen on those sections
that pass through the towns of Mt. Mag-
net and Meekatharra but there seems no
prospect of that being accomplished. It
appears that it is being overlooked because
the department is concentrating on roads
which are not nearly as bad as the one I
refer to. The road between Mt. Magnet
and Boogardie is another that requires
attention. It covers a distance of 50 miles
to Mt. Magnet. The Main Roads Depart-
ment gave an undertaking to bituminise
that road, but we are as far from the
commencement of the work as the time
when the promise was originally given. The
water supplies serving the town in my
electorate need to be renewed entirely.
The artesian wells that supply the water
have been drawn on for the best part of
50 years; the salinity is becoming greater,
and the water is well nigh unpalatable.

The Minister for Works: How do you
suggest that we should provide water there?

Mr. MARSHALL, The department did
intend to change from the Nallan supply.
While I cannot offer an alternative for the
Meekatharra water supply, the present
source has been drawn on for a consider-
able time,, and I have noticed that salinity
is becoming greater as the years go by.
People are gradually leaving these areas
because of the adversities which are met
with daily. They do not get the considera-
tion they deserve if it is desired that they
should remain in those parts. The women-
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folk, in particular, become fed up because!
they see there is no possibility of the posi-
tion being improved, and as a result they
and their menfolk drift away. Has the
Minister come to any decision to make
money available to local authorities for
the installation of swimming pools and
other such facilities for people in the out-
back areas? In Meekatharra. there is a
committee that is anxious to install a
swimming pool, and it will call upon the
local authority and the people themselves
to contribute towards its installation. In
fact, one of the residents is prepared to
contribute a large sum towards the cost of
installing the swimming pool, which should
have been provided years ago.

I want the Minister to bear in mind that
the portion of the State to which the mem-
ber for Gascoyne has referred is rapidly
becoming depleted of population because
of lack of consideration on the part of the
authorities, the sparsity of amenities, the
burden of taxation and other adversities.
When I visit these places in my own elec-
torate I notice that many who have de-
parted are of the type whom I would have
liked to see remain. They were goad
workers, and with proper and just treat-
ment they would have become permanent
residents. When one sees settlers who have
resided there for many years leaving for
4other parts, the outlook for the State is
very black because it is most difficult to
get young people to settle there.

MR. RODOREDA (Pilbarra) [4.55 a.m.l:
Several times during the last two or
three years the Premier has given his
solemn promise to me and the people in
the Port Headland district that a traf-
fickable road would be made before the
railway from Port Hedland to Marble Bar
was closed. As members know, the rail-
way was closed about the end of October
and, from the advice I have received from
there since then, the road is far from
being in traffickable condition and is be-
ing cut up badly because of the stream
of traffic that is now travelling over It.
The people are wrathfull about it and
they are justly entitled to be. I hope
the Minister for Works will have a con-
sultation with the Minister for Transport
and the Main Roads Department officials
to see whether something can be done to
fulfil the promise solemnly given by the
Premier on three or four occasions. If
that cannot be done I suggest, as I have
done before, that although the railway
has been closed, as many of the rails as
possible should be left In position until
the first six months covering the wet
season have passed to give us an oppor-
tunity of ascertaining whether the road
will stand up to wet conditions. It cer-
tainly Is not standing up to dry conditions
so f ar.

I would also like the Minister to let
me have some indication of when the Port
Hedland people will have their water sup-
ply completed. It appears to me that it

will be in the dim and distant future. At
a conference held last September Mr.
Dimond, the engineer for the North-
West, gave his assurance that he would
be in a position to cart water by motor
truck about 12 miles into Port Hedlend,
and that the railway could be dispensed
with altogether* for cartage of water. Like
all other promises, it could not be ful-
filled under present conditions, and I ex-
pressed that opinion at the time. The
railway has now run a rake of trucks to
the Shaw River so that water may be
carted to Port Hedland.

Mr. Butcher: At how much a hun-
dred?

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not know the
cost, but considering the wages paid to
the train crew there, I should say it would
be considerable. I made a plea to the
department in September to keep the Port
Hedland-Marble Bar line open for traffic so
that the revenue received from it will at
least pay the cost of carting water as a
backload to Port Hedland, but that was not
given any consideration because Mr. Di-
mond said that at the end of November
the line could be dispensed with. It
will not be possible to dispense with the
line for at least six or eight months. Why
the line cannot be used for traffic with
backloading of water is beyond my com-
prehension. I hope some effort will be
made to remedy the position.

I do not know how the supply of pipes
is progressing for the Port Hedland water
supply, but a definite assurance was given
to the people there in 1948 that they
would have a water supply. We are now
at the end of 1951, and the way things
are going it will be a long time before
the water supply will be provided. We
h ave heard the comments of the two pre-
vious speakers on the condition of the roads
in the North. I know what should be
done, but unfortunately I also know that
the Main Roads Department is handi-
capped by shortage of labour. I can-
not understand why any man would
work on the roads in the North-West.
The conditions and the lack of ameni-
ties are appalling. Men working on these
roads are living in 6 x 8 tents with no
floor and with nothing to wash in, and
half of the time they do their own cook-
ing and eat their meals out in the open
with flies all round them. If a mess Is
provided it comprises four or five sheets
of galvanised iron, and nothing else.

It Is scandalous to think that the Minis-
ter can possibly let such things exist in
this age. I would like him to see one of
those camps. I have the greatest sym-
pathy for these men. Even when their
camp is in a reasonable position, when
bulldozers commence operating they are
enveloped in dust and the conditions are
indeed deplorable. When there is so much
other work offering in the North-West I
do not know why men remain in the
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employ of the Main Roads Department.
The conditions under which the men are
working cannot possibly be imagined by
people down South. That is altogether
apart from the inadequate wages paid to
them, We cannot expect men to work in
the North for £12 a week when any lad
can get £18 a week in a shearing shed.
The result is that as soon as the shearing
season starts, the men leave the jobs and
take on shearing where plenty of amenities
are provided for them, plenty of water,
good camps, good beds and plenty of good
food.

Mr. Butcher: And then there is the
Whaling Commission.

Mr. RODOE.EDA: Yes, the jobs in con-
nection with the Whaling Commission are
like a glamnourised Air Force.

The Minister for Works: But that is
static.

Mr. RODOREDA: Of course, that is so.
Something should be done far the men I
speak of wherever possible, al-;A V-ore i10
ample room for much Improvement. Even
if they could get some flooring for their
tents, the cookhouse and the mess it
would be something. As it is, they have
very little. A few sheets of galvanised iron
are available for roofing purposes to keep
the rain oif the tables in the mess. I can-
not understand what the unions are doing
in permitting such conditions to prevail.
The department should be ashamed of it-
self for asking men to work under such
conditions and for such inadequate wages.
The district allowance for the North-West
is so inadequate as to be a. joke.

The Minister for Works: Are refrigera-
tors provided at most headquarters?

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes, but usually they
are standing out in the rain. Half-a-dozen
sheets of galvanised iron have to serve as
a roof for the cookhouse and the mess,
and the cook has to walk about In dust
so thick that it is over his shoes, while
the flies are there in their myriads. Such
appalling conditions should not be allowed
to obtain. That is why the main Roads
Department cannot keep its key men and
those who would take sufficient care of
plant to maintain the graders and so on.

I have the greatest sympathy for Mr.
Dimond who is the Engineer for the North-
West. He has the whole of the North-West
to look'af ter, and he has as much work to
do as: would provide fulltime employment
for three men. The Public Works Depart-
ment which does not a fraction of the
work that the Main Roads Department
does in the North-West, has engineers and
staff: In my opinion, there should be
three separate road districts in that part
of the State each under a separate engin-
eer, with a travelling engineer, like Mr.
Dimond, at their head. The department
has never had a better man than Mr.
Dimond and no man has had a worse spin
from the department. The Minister should

l6ok ito~these niktters'dnd se6 what-can be
ddrwd to ieiji Mr. Dimond to keep the -key-
ffieri in the district by mb~king provision for
better wages, coiditions and amenities. No
wond'et it is difficult to keep me n under'
the deplorable conditions that exist-and
on Saturdays and Sundays they have to
sit down doing nothing. Unless the posi-
tion is remedied, we will never have any-
thing worthwhile done in connection with
roads in the North-West.

. MR. J. IHEONEY (Middle Swan)
[3;5 am.): There are a few matters affect-
Ing, my-,electorate to which I desire to
refer. The Minister has dealt with one
in a reply he made regarding Guildford-
rd. LIn answer to a question yesterday he
said it is intended to call a conference of
the exfeutive bodies of- the loadl authorities
to consider the matter.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Leach is
dealing with that mitter now.

Mr T. HEGNEY: Some months ago the
Belmont Park Road Board waited on the
Minister with a deputation to discuss the
road system in the district. The board
desired to obtain finance to assist in build-
ing up the system. Since then the Bays-
water Road Board wrote to the Minister,
under date the 7th September. submitting
a, schedule of costs in connection with a
number of roads that require attention.
The Transport Board had written to the
Bayswater People asking that certain
roads should be put in order as the bus
companies had refused to operate over
them until they were in a better condi-
tion.

The Transport Board had urged the
road board to put the roads in proper
order, and subsequently their engineer
took out an estimate of thn, cost that would
be involved in Putting three roads in
order. The estimate was £36,000. The
road board informed the Minister that it
had not the necessary money to undertake
the work. It is largely in the same category
as the Belmont Park Road Board. A
similar problem confronts local authorities
throughout Australia, and representations
were made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, urging that more funds should be
made available from the petrol tax to en-
able local governing authorities to sur-
f ace the roads. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, in reply to those representations,
referred those concerned back to the
State Government and consequently the
local governing authorities have to look
to the Government for financial help.

The two road boards I mention comprise
scattered districts with a great length of
ribbon roads, requiring the- expenditure
of a considerable amount of money for
reconditioning. Perhaps the Minister can
give some indication of whether he can
helpa in this matter and, at any rate, say'
what the position really Is, I was
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terested to hear him Indicate this even-
iing that the matter of sewering Rivervale
was in band. That work is long overdue
.and the board will be gratified that at
long last effect is being given to its repre-
zentatlons.

MR. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) [3.10
aR.mJ): I have no complaints to make re-
garding matters affecting my electorate.
tOne matter that has been troubling me
-for some considerable time concerns the
'water supply for market gardeners. When
some time ago a 25-million gallon dam at
Kalgoorlie was opened by the Minister,
I understood that the restrictions would
be lifted for market gardeners and that,
with the approach of summer, they would
enjoy a better water supply. Unfor-
tunately, even the normal supply has not
yet materialised. Three weeks ago, when
I visited the market gardens, I had a look
at some of the 2-inch pipes leading from
the 30-inch main, which serve two market
gardeners and a poultry farmer. I found
that the piping was badly rusted, with the
result that the poultry farmer was hardly
getting any water at all.

I think the department should inspect
those pipes. I can give the Minister the
names of the people concerned. They
have approached the engineer on the
Ooldfields on the subject hut his reply
was that pipes were not available. I do
not dispute that fact for I k-now there is
trouble in getting pipes these days. How-
ever, some efforts should be made to re-
place parts of the piping most badly
affected. The pipes have been down for
many years. I know that one garden has
been operating for 40 years and the pipes
have been down ever since the water sup-
ply was installed there.

The Minister for Works: No water re-
striction applies there.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: In one instance there
is an effective restriction inasmuch as
n~ot sufficient water can be procured to
keep the sprinklers going. I have spoken
to the engineer in connection with that
grower's case. Whereas the man can norm-
ally keep 12 sprinklers operating, at present
six sprinklers are the maximum he can
avail himself of. If he were to attempt
to use nine sprinklers, the water would
not spread halfway across the garden
plots. These people should receive every
encouragement. Many of them have
brought fellow-countrymen from Italy or
Yugoslavia. If an adequate water supply
were available a lot more country would
I-A opened up. It is not so long azo
that there were many acres of virgin
country and it is a revelation to see how
those fellows have cleaned up that coun-
try and put it under cultivation. Their
trouble Is the inadequate water supplies.
However, the Minister promised on a
previous occasion that he would make in-
quiries into the matter. I hope that the

2-inch pipes from the 30-Inch Main Wll
be examined to discover what is stopping
the normal flow of water through them.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [3.16 a.m.l: I
desire to say a few words about the lack
of water on the Ooldflelds. When the
member for Hannans was speaking, the
Minister for Works interjected that there
was no restriction of water supply on the
Goldfields. But there is a very serious
restriction because of the quality of the
pipes. In many parts of the Goldflelds
they are in such a condition that they
will allow only a small amount of water
to pass through. In the summertime many
people cannot have a shower at certain
times of the day and I fear what would
happen if a fire occurred. In the street
in which I live, it is impossible after 5
o'clock in the evening to obtain a shower.
When we complain to the Water Supply
Department we are told that the depart-
ment cannot get pipes. That may be so.
I believe pipes are in short supply. But
this condition of affairs has applied for
several years, and surely we can get some
relief.

Recently at my own place some of the
pipes were completely blocked. One of
them had a break in it, so the Water
Supply Department employees came and
repaired those that were inside the fence,
with the exception of the first length which
was obviously badly corroded. That was
not replaced because it was not broken.
So apparently a pipe must be broken be-
fore it can be replaced. It is a deplorable
situation, especially when we take into
consideration the fact that people on the
Goldfields are allowed only 10,000 gallons
of water before the excess rate applies.
Then they are allowed 2,500 gallons at
38. per thousand and for anything over
that 2s. 6d. is paid. Compare that with
the metropolitan area where the allowance
is 27,000 gallons before the excess rate
applies and excess water costs only Is. per
thousand gallons.

We know, of course, that water has to
travel a long distance to get to K~algoorlie.
Members of the Government, however, have
from time to time expressed themselves
in favour of decentralisation. When people
have to live under such conditions in
those areas, how can they be expected to
stay there, and how can we induce others
to go there? A sufficient lack of amenities
exists in the outer areas without people
having to live under such conditions,
whereby they have to pay dearly for water
and then cannot get sufficient to enable
them to keep clean.

I hope the Minister will pay attention
to that matter and endeavour to see that
something is done, and that the Gov-
ernment, as a matter of general policy,
will give consideration to spreading charges
for water over all the people of the State,
because if it were not for those who live
in the outer areas there would not be
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any metropolitan area. It is only those
who are prepared to go out into the
country and rear families that keep the
metropolitan area going.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Lands and Surveys, £375,210:

MR. HOAR (Warren) 13.22 a.m.]:- First
of all I would like the Premier to have a
look around the Chamber and notice the
exhaustion of members, which I think is
part of a deliberate policy to avoid any
criticism on the Estimates. Are the Esti-
mates to be introduced by the Minister?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The Minister is
asleep.

Mr. HOAR: These Estimates would have
been carried if I had not risen.

The Premier: It has been done before.
The Minister for Education: Many times.
Mr. HOAR: I do not want to let this

opportunity pass without making some
reference to these Estimates. I have noticed
that over the last 12 or 18 months it
has been the Government's policy in land
settlement more or less t9 concentrate on
the greater use of Crown lands rather than
to settle returned soldiers on developed or
partly developed properties. I can appre-
ciate that in a way in these days, because
I suppose one of the main difficulties with
which the Government would be faced is
the high price of wool and wheat and other
farm produce that makes it well nigh im-
possible to afford the money required to
buy land.

However, I do not know that I altogether
approve of the policy of extensive develop-

mnofsoldier settlement or any sort of
development at present on our few remain-
ing areas of Crown land, because they are
becoming very few in number. The area
is diminishing each year. and there may
come a time when we will require those
lands to a far greater extent than we do
today. The use of such lands, particularly
because of the highly inflated economy
under which we are living, could easily
create a situation so far as the cost of de-
velopment of farms is concerned whereby
they could never possibly be paid for in the
future, when we can anticipate much lower
prices for our primary produce.

Furthermore, I think it is important that
we should be cautious in our desire to
utilise the remaining areas of Crown land,
because up till now we have not done very
much at all in using to the fullest possible
extent the large area of alienated land
which has now gone out of the possession
of the Crown. In all districts there are
many thousands of acres-in fact, in the
South-West Land Division there are mil-
lions of acres-of alienated country not
being used for any purpose at all. It is
therefore with some degree of sadness that
I notice the Government's intention to use
up remaining areas of country which now
belong to the people.

I notice in the 1950 report of the depart-
mernt that ex-servicernen applicants f or
dairy farms have just about been satisfied,
and because of that it may be possible in
the near future to give some attention to
civilian applicants. That is a matter in
which I have been particularly interested
for a number of years, because land settle-
ment in this State since the war has beeii
entirely for the returned soldier, and many
farmers and farmers' sons, who were com-
pelled to remain at home and were in fact
manpowered during the war in order to
provide food for the Services and the civi-
lian population, have been denied any sort
of opportunity at all under the Govern-
ment assistance scheme to further the de-
velopment of agriculture in this State.

So I was interested indeed to notice in
the report the possibility of something
being done for the civilian farmer by way
of assisting him to take up various
branches of agriculture most suited to his
character and requirements. If and when
this is done, we should bear in mind that
we cannot do much good in land settlement
under the old prehistoric methods. Ser-
vices and conditions that up to now have
been laid down for the returned soldier
by way of the greater use of large ma chin-
ery should also be utilised in respect of
any further development of land, or im-
provement of existing alienated land for
the civilian farmer.

But when we do that, we should pay due
regard to the possibility of over-capitalis-
ing those areas, even as we should be doing
today in regard to soldier settlement,
though I do know that a portion of that
must be written off. When the time comes
for us to encourage civilian people to take
up agricultural pursuits, we should give
due consideration to the fact that those
farms can be developed today only at a
very great cost, and in a matter of perhaps
only a few years we might be faced with
the position where our own people are on
a reduced income so far as money values
are concerned, as wvell as our customers
from oversea, and consequently no farm
being developed under today's high cost
can hope to be paid for under the deflated
economy which we might expect to be
brought about in a matter of years.
There is no doubt that the financial policy
not only of this country but others-
particularly England and America-is de-
signed for no other purpose than to de-
flate our inflated economy. That can only
result in reduced prices throughout the
world and reduced incomes, thus creating
a lesser amount of money that can be
distributed in a country like Australia that
is an exporter of primary products.

I do not see that we can find any long
term trade agreement with another
country that can include in its terms any
possibility of meeting the total cost of the
development, land clearing and general
setting up of farms in Australia. I know
that dairying involves heavy expenditure,
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'because of the heavily timbered country
which has been selected for that branch
of agriculture. It would be totally unfair
if we embarked upon any farm project for
civilians if we did not extend to them the
same rebate and writing-off privileges that
we extend to the returned soldier.

I would approve of a similar scheme to
the one now operating being made avail-
able for civilian use at the earliest pos-
sible moment, because this is a time, as
is stated in the report to which I have
referred, when a vital decision has to be
made-and it includes the time factor-
and it is whether we should take a calcu-
lated risk today in regard to agriculture.
By that I presume, is meant whether we
feel we can maintain long term contracts
with people oversea, apart from what
might happen to our own economy. I am
one who is prepared to take a calculated
risk but we must, in fairness to our own
people evolve a scheme whereby the State
recognises its responsibility to meet some
percentage of the total cost of clearing and
developing the heavily timbered country.

I think the demand for our products-
'wheat, wool, dairying and so on-will be
maintained for a considerable time but, if
we can develop our farms only at a very
high cost, then any potential customer
must pay a commensurately high price be-
cause we must attempt as far as possible,
to recover from our customers the capital
outlay.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but we
have been reducing clearing costs consider-
ably for quite a while.

Mr. HOAR: The method of clearing to-
day is something which was a dream a
few years ago, and I am pleased to see it.
Nevertheless I think the Minister, and any-
one else who has studied the question, will
agree that the cost of developing a dairy
farm, even in this machine age, is far in
excess of its productivity.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is too
much conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. HOAR: I think the east of any
future extension of land settlement, either
soldier or civilian, so far as dairying is
concerned, should be based on the pro-
ductivity of the land, and that a fair pro-
portion of the development costs should
be written off in the early stages of settle-
ment. This is a complete departure from
anything we have ever contemplated be-
:fore, so far as civilians arc concerned, but
J1 can see that no success can be achieved,
,even by a soldier settlement scheme, unless
that principle is accepted. If it is thought
-proper to do it in a scheme for returned
servicemen, then we should do it in re-
spect of the civilian population which the
-department evidently expects to assist to
some extent in the reasonably near future.

Mr. Bovell: The country has a special
,duty to rehabilitate returned servicemen.
That was promised them for giving up
years of their lives.

Mr. HOAR: I agree with the hon. mem
ber and I have always said so, but I an
suggesting to the Minister that, if wha
is contained in this year's report of thi
Lands Department regarding civilian popu
lation, is carried into effect, which thi
framer of the report says is possible withii
a short time, we should recognise that thi
cost of developing farms cannot be me
out of the productivity of the farm itself
Therefore to make a proper business pro.
position, the settler must be entitled t(
some rebate or writing-off in the initia
stages.

The Minister for Lands: I agree hi
should be given the property at an eco.
nomic value.

Mr. HOAR: I think that is so
A farmer does not want a lot for nothing
or even anything for nothing, but he want!
a fair go. Very few people fully appreciaUA
the high cost of development in the lowei
South-West. So long as we stick to damr
farming, the cost of establishing proper-
ties there can never be recovered on the
old basis. This is a matter of Govern-
went policy. I brought to the notice ol
the Government a suggestion made by the
Farmers' Union' in connection with thE
reduction of capitalisation charges incurred
in developing the lower South-West lands
On the 11th September I asked the Pre-
mier-

(1) Has he read the report of thE
Dairying Industry Inquiry Committee
appointed by the Farmers' Union ol
Western Australia, and published or
the 12th July. 1951?

(2) If so, does he approve of the
principle adopted therein that a
reasonable Percentage of the cost of
clearing and developing the heavy
timbered areas should be borne by the
State as a whole?

(3) Uf so, will he give consideration
to incorporating this principle in the
£300,000 farm development scheme
now being advertised?

The Government got around this in a
very nice way because the Premier replied
to questions Nos. (1) and (2)-

(1) Yes.
(2) The Government supports the

principle, in the development of farms
from Crown lands, that charges raised
against settlers shall be related to the
productive capacity of the developed
area.

That sounds quite all right, but in answer
to the third question the Premier had this
to say-

The matter will receive con-
sideration, but the writing down of
developmental costs on freehold pro-
perties to below the mar-ket value
raises fundamental difficulties.

That is the principle I am tryjing to get
into the Minister's mind, that in the
dairying industry the whole debt can-
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not possibly be paid because it cannot be
recovered from the consumers of butter.
They never pay sufficient for the product
to meet the total cost of developing and
clearing. Another matter I wish to men-
tion is that soldier settlement in the dairy
industry is not all we are told it is. I
cannot see much difference in the lower
South-West between the soldiers on their
dairy farms and the old group settlement
days. The Government has done a lot of
work and spent an enormous amount of
money, but in four years it has achieved
nothing greater than a 20 to 25-cow farm.
So. no-one can say that the scheme has
progressed in a favourable manner.

I do not believe that the Government
or the Minister thought it was going to
take as long as this, because the original
scheme between the State and the Com-
monwealth provided for a 40-cow unit. In
spite of the fact that the previous Goy-
erment-a Labour Government-in the
short time it was in office from the end
of the war until it was defeated in March,
1947, had started the scheme that it
thought would take 54 years to pro-
duce a farm which would cost in the
vicinity of £8,000, with a carrying capa-
city of 20 to 25 cows--

The Minister for Lands: That Gov-
ernment might have started off the scheme
on paper, but no development was done.

Mr. HOAR: When this Government
took over 50 farms were advertised as being
ready.

The Minister for Lands: They were
ready for advertisement.

Mr. HOAR: I had all the details, but
that is not the point. What I am say-
ing is that in four years this Govern-
ment, which promised so much, has been
able to do no more than create a farm
similar to those that were established many
years ago under the group settlement
scheme. A few weeks ago I asked the
following questions-

(1) How many dairy farms have
been occupied under the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme to date?

(2) How many of the original allot-
tees to these farms still occupy them?

(3) Have any of these farms reached
the standard of development, viz., 40
cow standard, as laid down in the origi-
nal agreement? If so. how many, and
where are they situated?

The answers were something astounding.
According to the Minister there are 195
dairy farms occupied under this scheme,
and 166 of the original allottees are still
in occupation. In answer to question No.
3 we find that the number of farms that
have reached the 40-cow standard is as
follows:-

One hundred and forty-three. Perth,
15; Kudardup, 30; Pemberton, 3'7; Den-
mark, 19; Northcliffe, 5; Hester, 32;
Albany, 5.

This is not true.

The Minister for Lands: It is not true?
Mr. HOAR: No. One reason why I

have taken part in the debate at this late
hour is to try to get the Minister to tell
me just what the figures are, because
they are not true to my certain know-
ledge. Since they were published in "The
West Australian" a soldier settler in the
Kudardup area wrote and told me what
the exact position was there. There are not
30 farms on a 40-cow standard in the
district. If the Minister could find five it
would be the limit. In the Pemberton area
with which I am more familiar, where
the Minister says there are 37 farms on
a 40-cow standard, there is not one, the
nearest is 38. 1 want to know why such
figures as these are given to the House
and to the public, generally. They are
not true and they create a false impres-
sion on the public mind, namely, that
the Government is achieving miracles in
regard to soldier settlement. Up to now
it has produced nothing but the group
settlement standard.

The Minister for Lands: It is far bet-
ter than group settlement standard.

Mr. HOAR: It is doubtful.
The Minister for Lands: Why did not

the hon, member raise the question with
me and I could have qualified it for him?
One of the reasons for taking some con-
siderable time to reach the 40-cow stan-
dard is that labour is not available to
work a 40-cow dairy.

Mr. HOAR: Then why did the Minis-
ter say that so many of these farms had
reached that standard when, in effect,
they had not?

The Minister for Lands: They were the
figures given to me by the board.

Mr. HOAR: They are not true figures,
and there is something wrong with a de-
partmnent that will give its Minister in-
correct figures.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
that is so. It had no reason to do that,
and I have no reason to believe that it
was trying to mislead the hon. member.
It was not trying to mislead anybody.

Mr. Hoar: The Minister should not
have given the answers unless they were
correct. I can assure him that the figures
were not correct and the Minister, there-
fore, is responsible. I have a very strong
letter here from a soldier settlers' as-
sociation that sets out the position so far
as the Pemberton area is concerned. The
letter is too long and the hour too late
to read all of it, but I will read portion
of it. It states-

The farms were assessed recently-
That is this year

-as to their present carrying
capacity. This ranged from between
20 to 30 cow units. A commitment
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was given to those with 25 cows and
over to pay during the present season,
plus the general running expenses,
and the maintenance of the standard
required by W.S.L.S. policy-namely
-to enable the settler to earn a
reasonable standard of living and to
Pay his commitments.

In the Pemberton area many of these
farmers have been passed over to the
Rural Hank far too prematurely. They
are not in a position to be passed over
because, once they are taken over by the
Rural Bank, they come under the head-
ing of "good clients." but they are hav-
ing with 25 cows to pay the total commit-
ments of a 40-cow farm. That Is unfair
and the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme should have kept these people
under its wings until such time as they
had reached the desired standard under
the agreement. They should not have
been Passed over to the Rural Bank in the
manner that they were. This report goes
on to state-

The position now arises that the
settler is now carrying a portion of his
Property which is unproductive and is
expected to purchase super and to

.maintain this area without remunera-
tion. For instance, a 26-cow unit farm
can barely pay its own way and cer-
tainly cannot produce enough to build
the remaining portion of the farm to
the standard required by W.S.L.S.
Policy with the extra maintenance
and insurance etc., costs.

That is the actual position. What the
farmers require in this area, more than
anything else, is a clear statement of in-
tention by the Government. Consequently
they desire to seek one of the following
proposals:-

1. That the farms remain at their
Present estimated carrying capacity
and the settlers be charged a commit-
ment equal to that cow unit carrying
capacity and the settlers to build up
the remaining portion of the farm to
whatever he thinks he can manage
and that it remains his asset for all
time and not chargeable by W.S.L.S.
to the settlers.
2. That W.S.L.S. bring their machin-
ery into action to build the farms up
to the required standard as laid down
by W.S.L.S. policy at the expense of
the W.S.L.S. The work to be done to
agree with the brochure as supplied
to the intending settler in the first in-
stance. This brochure was accepted
as a contract between the settler and
W.S.L.S. The brochure to be strictly
adhered to.

'When we have answers to questions that
put a completely wrong construction on
the real position, I think that members in
this Chamber should be told the truth.
They are the only two areas I have quoted
and I know, from those two areas alone,

that the Minister's statements were defin-
itely wrong. That being so we have to
give some thought as to how the conditions
now operating in the lower South-West. so
far as these farmers are concerned, can be
improved and brought up to the standard
required under the scheme.

The point is that this Government is not
doing it. It is failing completely and lam-
entably to bring into being the agreement
signed by both the Commonwealth and the
States in regard to this scheme. The Gov-
ernment itself has accepted the fact that it
has failed because it has come to an agree-
ment with some of the settlers, or it did a
few months ago, whereby the 25-cow unit
farm is to be acceptable to this Govern-
ment. These farmers were passed over to
the Rural flank on that basis, and that, as
far as the Government is concerned, is an
admission of defeat. It is not good enough.
These farms have cost a lot of money and
they cannot be assessed on the 25-tow unit
basis, because it would not be fair to the
taxpayers of this country. Those farms
should be assessed on a 40-cow unit basis
and it is the responsibility of this Govern-
ment to bring them up to that standard.

Considering all the promises made in
1947, 1 do not think that the Government
has done half what it should have done
during those four years. I read the de-
partmental reports and found them most
informative. However, I know what is
going on behind the scenes all the time,
and I sometimes wonder why it is so neces-
sary to play politics to the extent that we
do play them. Why should we cover up
the mistakes that we make and get our
most trivial actions lauded to the public
through the Press and over the radio, in
order to persuade the public what a won-
derful set of fellows we are? We should
be honest about these things.

The Minister for Lands: Are you sure
you are not playing politics tonight?

Mr. HOAR: I am taking this opportunity
of telling the Minister and other members
of one case in particular, and a very im-
portant one too, where he has definitely
misled the Chamber. I do not approve of
that sort of thing and unfortunately I
did not find out about it until only a short
time ago. This is a disgrace to the Gov-
ernment and the department should not
have attempted to mislead us in this way.

HON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) (3.52 am~n.]:
I notice that there are 100 applicants
waiting for various farms-sheep-raising,
dairying and so on. We have a won-
derful stretch of land at the Esperance
Downs and I was wondering whether the
Minister would give consideration to a
settlement of that country. I have in-
vited him down on several occasions but
so far he has never visited us. If he
cannot get down himself, will he send
down the Director to look at this country?
The land is easily cleared, and I am sat-
isfied that it would not be long before it
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would be carrying probably more than
two sheep to the acre. Good farmers
have told me that on that land they
can carry as many as three or four sheep
to the acre. It is a lovely climate and
has a wonderful rainfall.

There is another item I would like to
discuss and that has regard to Mr. C. P.
Murray. who was with the Rural and
Industries flank for years. He is one
of the best sheep men we have ever had
in this country, and he has assisted
greatly in the development of this State
through his knowledge of sheep. He did
a wonderful job in the mallee areas, and
but for him I am sure the district would
have been closed up. He encouraged the
farmers in that district and, by judicious
buying for them, he put the district on
a very firm foundation. As a consequence,
the Agricultural Bank was able to carry
on.

Unfortunately Mr. Murray has left the
department because he finds he is un-
able to work any longer, and to let him
go without recognising his services is to
my mind a little unjust. We give
honours to members of Parliament and
other People when perhaps they are not
entitled to them but these men, who have
done real work on the land-and the
Minister will agree in that respect--seem
to go unrecognised. If the Minister
would write him a letter it would be
some recognition of the wonderful ser-
vices he was rendered. I suppose every-
body knows C. P. Murray, and particu-
larly the settlers in my area. He is
highly respected and they would be very
grateful if he could be recognised in some
way. However. I would like the Minis-
ter to have a look at the district and see
if something cannot be done to settle it.

Vote Put and Passed.
Votes-The Rural and Industries Bank,

£5; Labour, £8,520; Factories, £E21,250_-
agreed to.

Vote-Crown Law Offices, £374,213:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-Mt. Lawley) [3.58 am.]:
I do not propose to detain the House for
more than a few minutes and I can
probably give members any information
they may desire on any of the items
The revenue expected to be derived from
all sources from probate, law courts,
Crown Law, titles and public trustee is
estimated at E119,300, compared with last
year's actual revenue of £714.711. This
estimate is £4,589 more than the revenue
received for the previous financial year.

Last year's expenditure was £314,962
and the estimate for this year is £314,213.
The expenditure on salaries is estimated
to exceed last year's total by £60,338.
This is occasioned by basic wage rises
and marginal adjustments already granted,
and automatic increases accruing to offi-
,cers. There was one item of expendi-

ture last year of £11,923 for moneys ex-
pended in connection with the prohibi-
tion poll. The licensing revenue last
year was £172,108 and the estimated rev-
enue this year is £185,220. Of course,
this is a very profitable department of
the Crown. The estimated expenditure for
the Police Force is £872,476, being an in-
crease of £122,051. The additional amount
required is to permit an increase in the
police strength from 765 to 850 in the
financial year, and it is necessary also as a
result of an amendment to the industrial
award governing conditions of employment
which was granted by the Arbitration Court
in December, 1950, giving higher salaries
and allowances generally.

The Fisheries Department has expanded
during the year. Additional field staff
appointments have been necessary owing
to the expansion of the industry, notably
in crayflshing, as evidenced by the pro-
duction figures I now quote: The total pro-
duction of crayfish for 1948 was 3,000,000,
and for 1950 it had more than doubled.
namely, 6,549,000. The whaling concerns
in the North-West had exceptionally good
seasonal results. The North-West Whaling
Co. took 574 whales and the Australian
Commission 650 whales, each whale being
worth upwards of £1,000. It is expected
that another company will operate in 1952.
Broome pearlers experienced a successful
year with an overall take of 330 tons of
pearl shell. This exceeded the 1949 pro-
duction by 45 tons. Prices ranged as high
as £500 per ton for the best grade.

Item, Crown Law Offices, £335,753.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I h a ve fo u nd,
especially on the Goldfields, that the elec-
toral roll is very badly out of date. I think
it is some time since the Electoral Depart-
ment sent a man out to bring the rolls up
to date. I know that in the metropolitan
area one can get a man to canvas and get
people on the rolls. In the last 20 years
I have seen men employed by the Electoral
Department to enrol people.

The Attorney General: Have there been
any elections on the Goldfields?

Mr. MCCULLOCH: We should not have
to wait for, an election. When it comes to
an election,' the member for the district
has to do it himself.

The Attorney General: Have there been
any elections for the Lower House?

Mr. MCCULLOCH: When the register
has been put in order, we find after an
election that there are 300 or 400 people
not on the roll, and summonses arc sent
to them. Some of the money spent in
the metropolitan area ought to be spent
in the country, and the Attorney General
should have a man to keep the rolls in
order. I have been referring to this for
the last three years. The other matter to
which I wish to refer is the fees paid to
jurymen. Their fees are still the same,
notwithstanding that wages have gone up.
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The Attorney General said he would look
into the matter about two years ago, and
I think the time is now opportune to do so.

Mr. BRADY: I would like to refer to
the matter of the Traffic Department and
its services to the Midland district. I have
twice had occasion in recent months to
write to the Police Traffic Department for
the Midland Junction Council, requesting
that a traffic officer be placed at various
parts of the town to ensure the safety of
children going to school and also that of
pedestrians using the highways. on both
occasions the Traffic Branch said it could
do nothing to help as officers were not
available, and it was doing all it could.
Midland Junction is becoming a very active
centre owing to increased population, and
the main traffic to the country has to pass
through that centre. I appeal to the Min-
ister to increase the traffic police strength
in the Midland Junction area. The other
day I saw a child who was almost killed
by a lorry carrying a truck. That was on
the main highway, and if the traffic was
regulated properly there would be no neces-
sity for children to take these risks.

A short while ago, a fine strapping young
woman was killed in broad daylight, and
there have been other cases in the dis-
trict. A man named Walsh was killed
last May. The Great Eastern-highway is
a very busy road and I hope the Minister
will give consideration to this aspect.

with the vast progress of industry and
rural pursuits round Midland Junction, the
traffic office, the police court and the police
station are becoming inadequate for the
services they are expected to render. The
traffic offices are invariably crowded with
people; the office of the clerk of courts
is too small for the job being done, and the
police station is totally inadequate. For a
police station, it is an absolute disgrace.
I am not saying it is not in a central Posi-
tion and that the site is not a valuable
one. I would suggest that the site be sold
and that a police station be built in some
other part of the town; also police quarters.

I think I have Pointed out before the
difficulty the police sergeant would have
in the event of a commotion to try to get
his force together, because of inadequate
housing accommodation. The Midland
Municipal Council has asked me to make
representations about the appointment of
a police magistrate. The district warrants
a police magistrate for the legal matters
that crop up day after day. We have to
wait for a magistrate to come from Perth,
and cases are held over. In my opinion, the
district could be extended a hundred miles
to include Moor:' possibly over to Toodyay,
around Chidlows, Wundowie and around
that area. I shall be writing to the Min-
ister next week to make representations for
the early appointment of a police magis-
trate.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I want to refer to
the appointment of magistrates. There
have been four magistrates appointed,

one in the metropolitan area, one in Kal-
goorlie, another at Broome and a fourth
at Carnarvon. I would like to know what
the possibility is of changing these men
around so that they will not stay too
long in one place with no possible chance
of getting out of it. I feel that the men
at Broome and Carnarvon should have a
chance of being appointed to the metro-
politan area and Kalgoorlie, and I would
ask the Attorney General to give con-
sideration to this matter. I consider that
magistrates should serve a period in the
country in order to get experience of the
people who live there and an understand-
ing of their psychology.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: When is the
Minister likely to do something about in-
troducing the system of releasing prisoners
on parole? I understood the Minister last
year to say that he had it in mind to
take some action. New South Wales and
Queensland have moved along the lines
adopted in Canada, where I understand
only 2 per cent. of the prisoners have
lapsed after being so released. The pay
of jurors is another matter that should
be considered. A worker cannot afford to
serve on a jury when he is paid only
about half the amount of his wages. Jury
fees should be made commensurate with
a worker's pay.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: Does the Minister
intend to regularise the item for license
fees collected and then refunded without
authority? An amount of £576 is in-
volved. A regulation was framed fixing
the fee at £5 and money was collected on
that basis. Later the regulation was
altered to make the license fee £2, and
the Minister then refunded £3 in respect
of each license for which £5 had been
perviously collected. The Minister had no
proper authority to refund that money
from Consolidated Revenue. This was
pointed out by the Auditor General, but
nothing has been done. This is a further
instance of a department disregarding en-
tirely the opinion of the Auditor General.

The Attorney General: I have heard you
on that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then I hope the
Minister has some explanation to offer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
question of releasing Prisoners on parole
raises a very difficult problem. The
judiciary holds fairly strong views on the
matter and one does not lightly disregard
those views, and any approach would have
to be made very carefully. I discussed
this matter with the Attorney General of
New South Wales and made inquiries as
to what is being done there. Personally
I should like to see something done to
assist first offenders in this way. The
member for Melville knows that a Minis-
ter must act on the advice of departmental
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officers. I discussed the matter of the re-
funds with the Under Treasurer, and was
advised that such refunds have been made
by all Governments provided they were
made in the year of collection.

Hion. J, T. Tonkin: What sort of re-
funds?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know, but this one was quoted as typical
of many others. If the hon. member
had been in my position and had needed
advice, he would have been guided by the
Under Treasurer.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Have you any
objection to my discussing the matter with
the Under Treasurer?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
a question for the Premi&r.

The Premier: I have no objection.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No Min-
ister likes to have comments by the Audi-
tor General directed at his department.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Licensing, £5,117; Arbitration
Court, £17,210; Police, £372,476; Fisheries,
£31,900-agreed to.

Vote-State Insurance Office, £5:

Item, Manager, £1,128.
Mr. McCULLOCH:, I should like an

explanation of this item, seeing that the
expenditure last year was £2,071.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can-
not explain it at the moment, but will
supply the hion. member with the informa-
tion.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I have done my motor
vehicle insurance with the State Office and
have been fortunate in having no accident
or claim in 20 years. When I came to
renew my insurance, I found that I was
put in another category, one different from
that of civil servants. I was annoyed to
find that I had to pay four or five shillings
more. I understand that civil servants
receive a special rate, and I should like
to know why members should not be in-
cluded in the same category instead of
being classed with the general public.. I
hope the Minister will look into the matter.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported till a later stage of

the sitting.

BILL-WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted on its
amendment now considered.

In committee.

Mr. Yates in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands In charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment on
which the Council has insisted is as fol-
lows:-

.Clause 6: Page 5-Add a further sub-
clause after subclause (2) to stand as sub-
clause (3) as follows:-

(3) Notwithstanding the terms of
any lease, instrument or the provisions
of this or any other Act, a. lessee as
in the last preceding subsection men-
tioned shall be at liberty at any time
and from time to time during the
period of ten years from the comn-
mencement of the term of the lease
to pay any amount or amounts not
exceeding in the aggregate ninety per
centum of the purchase price for the
fee simple, and during such period, in-
terest shall be rebated on the Moneys
so paid by the lessee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move-
That the amendment be no longer

disagreed to.
Last night I explained my reasons for dis-
agreeing to the Council's amendment, but
now another place insists on the amend-
ment, which will permit the lessee to pay
up to 90 per cent. of his commitments to-
wards freeholding his property within the
ten years, and suggests that rebates shall
be made of the interest on the money so
paid. I do not think the question is worth
a conference, and the Deputy Premier and
the Attorney General have advised me that
there is nothing wrong with the proposal.

Mr. BRADY: I was iii another place
when this amendment was dealt with, and
my impression was that we would have to
Pay interest on money under circumstances
that I am not sure would warrant it. Will
the interest be taken into account on the
capital value of the land?

The Minister for Lands: Interest is
taken into consideration in arriving at the
capital value and the fixing of the lease.

Mr. HOAR: Does this mean that the
total amount of money needed to develop
the farm can be repaid-up to 90 per cent.
-at any time within the 10 years, and is
the total limited only to the cost of clear-
ing and development, or does it include
improvements such as fencing, buildings
and so on?

The Minister for Lands: It includes 90
per cent. of the value of the surface im-
provements and the land.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1951-52.

In Committee of Supply.
Debate res umed from an earlier stage

of the sitting; Mr. Yates in the Chair.
Vote-Chief Secret ary, £67,280.
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. V.
Doney-Narrogin) [4.40 ai.m.]: The activi-
ties of the Chief Secretary's Department
include the supervision of charitable col-
lections, street collections, rent control,
film censorship, etc. and the sub depart-
ments within its administration include
the Government Tourist Bureau. Harbour
and Light. Registry and Friendly Societies,
including the Statistical Office, Prisons,
and the Observatory, while Native Affairs,
Local Government, Traffic and Town
Planning are separate departments. The
Tourist Bureau Estimates provide for an
increase of C5,245 over last year's ex-
penditure. The bureau carries out an im-
portant function in the interests of the
State and it is Government policy to en-
courage tourist development.

Two important events in the bureau's
activities last year were alterations and
extensions of its premises, and the sub-
sidising of local tourist bureaus in coun-
try areas. Alterations to the premises of
the bureau now provide accommodation
equal if not superior to any other bureau
in Australia, and will undoubtedly prove
an advantage for the State. The sub-
sidising of local tourist bodies was first
approved by the Government early this
year and provides for a subsidy of l0s.
for every 20s. raised by approved tourist
bodies, up to a maximum of £500 in any
one year.

The bodies so far approved are the
Geraldton Tourist Bureau, the South-
West Tourist Bureau and the Albany
Municipal Tourist Bureau. In recent
years the Local Government Department
has been extraordinarily busy and has
done works substantially in excess of
what might have been expected of it
having regard for the relative smallness
of the staff.

Mr. J. Hegney: When are you going
to bring down a new Bill?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Next year.
Nothing has been done towards drafting
the legislation yet, but it will be a volumi-
nous measure. The Local Government
Department will soon be moving into
seperate accommodation in Manchester
House. The estimated expenditure for the
Department of Native Affairs in the year
1951-52 is £165,744, representing an in-
crease over last year's expenditure of
£6,862. Salaries and allowances including
the wages of native labourers employed
by the department reached £50,875 for
the year 1950-51 and this year's estimate
is £50,886. That is explained by the trans-
fer of the Moore River settlement to the
Magumber Methodist Mission. Expendi-
ture of about £25,000 was incurred annu-
ally at that centre, and now that sum will
be saved.

Since I have been connected with the
department I have been dissatisfied with
what happened at the Moore River Settle-

mnent. I do not think it was ever satis-
factory. and over the 25 years of its exist-
ence it paid no dividends and was of no
benefit either to the department or to
the natives who were supposed in some
way to benefit from being there. In regard
to assistance to missions the actual ex-
penditure of £23,979 for 1950-51 has been
Increased to an estimated expenditure of
£54,705 for 1951-52. This increase is at-
tributed to extra subsidies paid, whilst
further payments for blankets and cloth-
ing were made to each and every mission
in the State. Until about a year ago we
were paying out only 4s. a head to natives
on the missions, under the control of the
department. That has now been increased
to 12s. 6d. and 10s. respectively, accord-
ing to the circumstances of each mission.
That is as far as I need go. Like other
Ministers I am quite willing, where I am
able, to supply information that members
may seek by way of questions.

HON. J1. T. TONKIN (Melville) [4.47
on amendment]: I am reluctant to prolong
the agony, but there are certain things that
have to be mentioned and it is not our
fault that the Estimates should be brought
on at this time of the day. The Minister
mentioned that the Government considers
the tourist trade to be of some importance,
and so it should. It is of such importance
in some countries on the Continent that a
substantial part of their revenue is derived
from it. It is regarded as an extremely
substantial invisible export, because the
return derived from the services rendered
.is large indeed. The Minister already
knows something of what I am about to
say, because a case was submitted to him
in my presence for some further activity
on the part of the Government in the
tourist trade.

I believe there are three directions In
which the Government's activity could be
considerably increased to assist this trade.
It is not much good spending additional
money on offices unless we are to take steps
that will give the best possible return from
the trade. Firstly, the Government could
assist local authorities to provide and main-
tain roadways and approaches to scenic
beauty spots. Fortunately, there are a
number of them In Western Australia. It
would not be necessary to try to provide
the lot at once, but a commencement could
be made, and approaches to each of these
spots could gradually be put in order so
that it would be possible for tourists to
reach them in comfort, thereby making
them more attractive with the result that
the tourist trade would inevitably increase.

Secondly, there is the building, where
necessary, of tourist roads to develop cer-
tain areas from the tourists' viewpoint.
Some people may regard this as unneces-
sary expense, but they would be those who
have given no thought to the revenue that
can be derived by a country which particu-
larly caters for tourists. There are a num-
ber of spots that might properly be opened
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up and developed, and would form addi-
tional attractions to those we already have.
Thirdly, expenditure could be worthwhile
if made in improving our representations
in the Eastern States so that the advan-
tages of Western Australia might be sold
to the people who are looking for places to
visit. Many parts in the Eastern States
are widely publicised and they cannot hold
a candle to some of the scenic spots in this
State, and that is entirely our own fault
because we have not taken the necessary
steps to bring the attractions of these
places prominently before the public.

I am advised by those persons engaged
in the tourist trade that Albany is con-
sidered the premier tourist resort of West-
ern Australia, and the bus companies that
cater for this trade say that the Albany
tour is easily the most popular one to sell.
However, we find that in that district the
coaches used have to travel over roads
and tracks that very often are in a shock-
ing conditions, with the result that travel-
lers have a very bad journey, get fatigue
instead of pleasure, and considerable dam-
age and wear and tear are occasioned to
vehicles. The cost of such tours is there-
fore increased and the greater the cost,
naturally, the less the attraction.

If these beauty spots can be approached
at reasonable cost we would expect more
people to take advantage of these tours.
There would be a distinct gain to those
who go on the tours if the costs were
reduced. I am sure that if better roads
were made available the wear and tear on
the vehicles would be considerably less,
and it would be Possible to reduce the
charges for these tours. I should think
the member for Albany will know whether
these remarks about certain spots in his
territory are correct or not. I am advised
that to reach the south coast very often
means a journey over a road full of pot-
holes, and after the wet season it is some-
times impassable in Places.

Whilst the sand-tracks up to the Gap
were until recently in bad condition, the
Minister for Works, having personal ex-
perience travelling over them when he
was down there, authorised some expendi-
ture and they have now been considerably
improved. Unfortunately it seems to be
that this particular locality is regarded as
a no man's land. The Albany Road Board,
in whose district most of these spots are
situated, receives very little revenue from
this territory and, therefore, is not in a
position to undertake much expenditure
at all. On the other hand, the Albany
Municipal Council, in the area of which the
business community reaps the full benefit
from the tourist trade, maintains the atti-
tude that it is not authorised to spend its
money in another district, and I think that
is the true position. So, between the two.
there is no money available to do the
necessary work.

That must be overcome in some way. We
cannot say that merely because of a matter
of machinery the roads are to be left in

this more or less impassable condition to
the State's detriment; and that is what
is happening. To reach the "Castle Rock,"
one of the most attractive spots in the
Porongorups, Passengers are obliged to
leave the tourist coach at the main road
and face a long and tedious climb, which
could be obviated to a certain degree if
a surveyed road, running up the hill for
almost one-third of the total distance, is
made fit for coach traffic. At present
cars can negotiate the track, but it is
out of the question for a tourist coach.
with the result that passengers, the major-
ity of whom are middle-aged, have to face
this long walk or stay in the coach and
miss the things they have paid to see.

The approach to Hayward Park has been
in bad condition for months. In fact,
coaches become bogged while trying to
reach the Park during September, with the
result that another long walk has to be
faced to see the attraction of this parti-
cular reserve, which comes under the ad-
ministration of the State Gardens Board.
The road to Nannarup, another delightful
spot, is also very bad at various periods
of the year. a section nearest the beach
consisting of a sand track of mediocre
quality. At Denmark the approach to the
Bar can do with attention, while there
are numerous spots along the coast to
which gravel approaches could be built
to add to the scenic attraction of this
particular area.

Pemberton is another area that could
be developed into a tourist paradise, the
place abounding with delightf ul and attrac-
tive scenery. At Present some of these can
be reached by forestry roads, but it is
most difficult for tourist coaches to reach
such places as the Cascades and Beedalup,
Falls, while a most delightful round drive
through National Park Reserve could be
made if there were a road fit to travel over.
To proceed by the coast road from Lake
Cave in the Margaret River district to Kar-
ridale is a most delightful drive if the road
is usable-but it is not. Therefore, tourist
coaches have to retrace their steps and
make a long detour of some 20-odd miles
to reach Karridale, and at the same time
miss some delightful scenery, all because
of what was once a trafficable road has re-
ceived no attention and is now impassable.

To overcome some of this trouble, it is
suggested that the Government should con-
sider making a special grant to the Tourist
Bureau to subsidise the construction of
roads to and the development of tourist
resorts throughout Western Australia. So
it seems that there is plenty of scope for
development which would pay big divi-
dends--maybe not immediately-if this
work were undertaken. It is not much
use having a director of the tourist trade,
enlarging the offices of the Tourist Bureau,
spending money on tourist coaches and so
on, if we do not take the necessary steps
to open up the various beauty spots that
abound in Western Australia.
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The information I have supplied to the
Committee has been given by people who
know what they are talking about and
have experienced these difficulties. A
special effort shold be made by the
department to see what can be done each
year so that eventually all the beauty
spots I have mentioned will be available
to tourists who are anxious to visit them
From what I have heard, our beauty
spots can quite easily hold their own
with scenic attractions in other States.
That is a field that the Minister should
explore, and in connection with which
expenditure will certainly be worthwhile.

I do not want to be told that this
is a time of financial stringency and we
should not consider this type of expendi-
ture because I told the Minister that the
tourist traffic will return to the State
dividends at times when money will be
needed most. Unless we are prepared to
invest in our own wealth, we cannot ex-
pect to reap the dividends that are there
to be obtained through the development of
the tourist traffic. It is not wise to-*say
that the money is not available at the
present time and therefore, as the tourist
trade is a luxury, we cannot do anything
about it at present. On the con-
trary, this is when we should be making
a special effort to do everything possible
to see that the State will get a return
from this new development.

We have much to gain from tackling
this problem in a commonsense and
reasonable way. I am not suggesting that
the Minister should ask the Treasurer for
hundreds of thousands of pounds in an
attempt to do everything at once. On
the other hand, a start could be made
with same of the beauty spots and some
of the roads that urgently require atten-
tion. Decidedly something should be done
to solve the problem of the two local
authorities to which I have made ref er-
ence-one that derives no revenue but is
required to undertake work and the other
that derives considerable revenue but is not
permitted to spend its funds on the roads
leading to scenic attractions.

Some solution is necessary that will
result in making the places more attrac-
tive to the increasing number of people
who are coming to this State to see our
beauty spots. If tourists come from the
Eastern States with a view to visiting
our beauty spots and are prevented from
doing so because of bad roads and other
considerations, when they return they
will discourage others from coming here
because they will tell their friends that
they need not try to see such and such
a spot because the roads are too bad,
that the journey is bumpy and that they
will be worn out with fatigue. That would
be bad business for us and would result in
a marked diminution in the tourist trade.
On the contrary, we should encourage it
itL every way possible.

We should see that the roads are pul
in better order and that all reasonable
facilities and provisions are made for the
tourist traffic, so that we shall also reduce
the wear and tear on the vehicles which
the companies use for the trade, I hope
the Minister will go into the question
with enthusiasm to see whether some-
thing cannot be done to eff ect a con-
considerable improvement on present day
conditions.

MR. HILL (Albany) £5.7 a.m.]: I en-
dorse the remarks of the member for Mel-
ville, particularly as they apply to the
Albany electorate which, of course, I know
quite well. He referred specially to the
road to the south coast which needs re-
conditioning. Along the south coast is
some of the finest scenery in Australia,
but the road is in bad condition. The
Albany Road Board get practically no
revenue from it and the Albany Muni-
cipal Council is not allowed to spend any
of its funds on the road. As a matter of
fact, it has not the funds to spend. The
Nanarup-rd. is in a. similar condition and
it would be a good idea if a larger amount
from the petrol tax were made available
for purely tourist purposes.

I am reminded of the late Mr. Hay-
ward who said that tourist traffic was
one we could continually sell and yet
always keep. One can go to other parts
of the world and see how the tourist trade
is prospering. The Main Roads Depart-
ment has been generous regarding my
electorate and has assisted both the muni-
cipality and the road board and the Den-
mark district as well. Other roads in the
district are the main road east of Albany
and the Kalgan-rd. in which I am particu-
larly interested. 'Another important road is
the one through the Porongorups.

Substantial grants have been provided
for their upkeep and it is Proposed to
carry out work on them and ultimately
to bitumninise the surface throughout.
Those roads will give access to many
beauty spots and will be greatly availed
of for tourist purposes. Unfortunately, the
road between Denmark and Nornalup is
in bad condition and Portions constitute
death traps. I hope the Government will
do what it can to help put the road in a
safe condition and to bituminise the sur-
face later on. I trust the Government will
also recognise that in the tourist trade
we have a most valuable asset.

MR. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) f5.9 am.]:
The member for Melville has mentioned
the tourist traffic but I notice that no
reference has been made to the Goldfields.
Money is made available for the Tourist
Bureau and provision is made for Albany,
Bunbury and Geraldton. Some people on
the Goldfields asked me whether it would
be possible to arrange a bus tour along
somewhat similar lines to that run from
Perth to Kalgoorlie. If such a tour could
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be arranged from Kalgoorlie, a tourist trip
could be taken through Merredin and
across country to the, coast and thence
back to the fields.

I made inquiries at the Tourist Bureau
about the possibility of arranging tours
from Kalgoorlie and I was told that the
Metro Bus Company should be approached.
I had some talks with the representatives
of that company but they would not agree
to undertake tours from Kalgoorlie be-
cause the cost would be too much. People
on the Goldfields get their holidays once
a year, and if they come down to Perth
by train they experience difficulties re-
garding accommodation. I feel that if
tours were conducted by the bureau they
would prove worth while.

I would like the Minister to see what
can be done to provide a service for the
Goldfields people and thereby enable them
to enjoy conditions somewhat similar to
those available to people who reside in
the metropolitan area. In the city it is
possible to arrange ten-day tours at a
cost 'of about £18 18s., so that it is not
expensive. I would like to see some tour
arranged from Kalgoorlie to Merredin,
down to Albany and Denmark and back to
the fields. As the member for Melville
pointed out, such moves would be to the
advantage of 'the people and would be
revenue producing in the time to come.
It would of advantage to the people on
the Goldfields if tours could be arranged
so that they could visit different places,
and such a scheme would certainly be
acceptable.

The Minister also mentioned something
about country transport matters. it
should be made generally known that
under the Transport Act taxi drivers are
permitted to charge 5d. for a third of a
mile with 3s. as a minimum charge. Im-
proved conditions are enjoyed by the taxi
drivers in the metropolitan area where
the roads are much better. On the Gold-
fields the roads are inferior. There are
some 40 taxi men on the fields and I was
informed by them that just recently a
notice had been put up by the traffic in-
spector of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Coun-
cil providing for decreased charges.
Formerly they were allowed to charge up
to Is. Gd. a mile and I have not heard any
complaints about the rate which has
operated for many years.

I drew the attention of the Minister to
the matter and asked him to take cog-
nisance of the fact that the drivers there
should at least be Permitted to charge
the rates that apply in Perth. In addition
to that, the drivers on the fields are only
allowed to carry three Passengers whereas
Metropolitan taxi drivers can take four
passengers.' That is another disability the
men- on the fields are experiencing. The
notice 'that was put up at Kalgoorlie set
out that the milage rate was to be reduced
to Is. 3d. a mile.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. V_
Doney-Narrogin-in reply) [5.15 am.):
There is no very close relationship that
I can see between taxi fares between Kal-,
goorlie and Boulder and the tourist Vote.
Nevertheless, I think I informed the bon.
member some little while ago that I Was
agreeable to raising the rate to substant!P
ally beyond that- applying' in the metro-
politan area. I am obliged to the mem-
Lers xor Melville and Albany for their
interest in tourist matters, particularly
hi thie south and south-wesc parts of the
State,

Those members did not break any new
ground because the same advice has been
tendered before, but I appreciate it be-
cause it is practical and happens to be
one of those matters that I, too, am aim-
ing at. It may be recalled that when
speaking on the tourist Estimates I said
that the Government had already made
a small contribution in that it has of-
fered 10s. for every £1 raised by the local
bureaus, though this applies to only three
-those at Albany. Geraldton and Bunbury,
Although this will amount to no more than
£500 a year, it is being appreciated by the
local bureaus,

One thing I do not like about the tourist
traffic in the centres named is that those
who at present are benefiting most--apart-
ment-house keepers, hotels, and transport
companies-contribute practically nothing
to the funds of the local bureaus. They
should certainly do that. The only sources
from which there comes any sensible
amount of money at all are the local
authorities and they, in their own local
interests, are spending their own money
and time. I do not want it to be thought
that all that we have to show for recent
expenditure is the new centre in Hay-st;
that is not so. I have in front of me
some figures which will show that very
substantial progress Is being made ini re-
gard to the number of tourists who travel
in the State.

With respect to laying down better roads
so that the beauty spots' may be more
easily reached, that is a job that past Gov-
ernments should have tackled Years ago.
Had they done that progressively, we would
not have been in our present fix. I think
we all agree there was never a time when
charges of this type upon the Treasury
were as great as they are at present. But
I am anxious to do something.

The bar at Denmark has been mentioned
by the member for Melville. When I
was with the Public Works Department
I Sent Mr. Tydemari down there to make
inquiries., I believe, without being too sure.
because it was arranged for at the time
that there has been some cooperative ac-
tion between Mr. Tydeman and the road
board, and that the Position should be sub-
stanitianly better than when the member
for Melville was there last.

In 1947, the people taken on country
tours in Western Australia numbered no
more than 1.626. In 1948, the figure rose
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to 2,117. In the succeeding year it was
2,461; in 1950, it was 3,400; and for this
year 4,250 have already booked, and a
substantial number in addition to that is
expected.

Mr. Mctulloch: Would that be local
people?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, many
come from the Eastern States. They visit
Perth and make arrangements with the
central bureau, and are taken to what-
ever part of the State the trips have been
arranged for. The figures I have mentioned
were for country tours. Short tours have
been conducted, and the following number
of passengers carried:-

Year. Number,
1948 ... 18,000
1949 ... 29,000
1950 ..- ... 34,000
1951 .. I'l 36,000

(to 31st October).
It looks as though by the end of this
year up to 40,000 odd tourists will have
been taken to various spots. The col-
lections might tell a more reliable story.
For 1946-47, the figure was £48,000. and
for 1951-52. it was £200,000. That repre-
sents over a 400 per cent, rise. So mem-
bers should agree that the attention the
Government is giving to this matter, plus
the good work done by the bureau and the
very willing co-operation of individual
bureaus scattered around, are already hay-
ing splendid results.

I do not know that we are in a. position
to embark upon the large-scale job of
making good roads to the various beauty
spots. Usually, these are fairly inaccess-
ible, which means a greater cost still. It
is the Government's intention, neverthe-
less. to be more active in this direction,
though I am not in a position to say when
we shall make anything in the way of a
sensible start.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Registry and Friendly Societies,

£415,848; Prisons, £112,468; Observatory,
£2,555; Tourist Bureau, £26,784; Harbour
and Light and Jetties, £84,935; Town
Planning, £5,950; Local Government,
£22,299; Native Affairs, £153,704-agreed
to.

Vote-Medical, £ 184,669:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver-Subiaco)
[5.25 a.m.l: The last financial year was
a period of considerable activity in the
work of improving our hospital system,
limited only by the persistent difficulty
which contractors have found in comnplet-
ing the work allotted to them. In some in-
stances, tenders have been called un-
successfully as many as ten times for
country work. Where tenders are received
and accepted, prices are high and pro-
gress Is painfully slow.

Most of the hospitals in the State have
benefited by improvement work to some
extent. Some have been substantially re-

built and others have had improvements
in their facilities and their working con-
ditions made easier. Out of 80 country
hospitals, not fewer than 53 have bene-
fited from these improvements, while in a
further 23 hospitals proposals for in-
proveinents are maturing. It is fair to
say that at no time has as much been
achieved in the improvement of our hos-
pital and health system in a period of
three years as has been effected during
the last three years. The metropolitan
area, however, is extremely badly served
for hospital beds and lacks more than
700 for general cases. Unless we build
new hospitals, this deficiency will increase
to 1,200 beds in 1960.

The Health Council, a committee of
leading doctors, both country and city,
mainly appointed by the British Medical
Association, has continued to render valu-
able assistance to the Government and
the community. As one of its tasks it
undertook to investigate the shortage of
hospital beds and advise the Government,
A State-wide examination of population
and available beds was made by Dr.
Davidson. It was found that in country
districts throughout the State, with the
exception of a few towns, there were suf-
ficient beds to meet the needs of the pre-
sent. The great shortage of beds lies In
the metropolitan area.

Owing to the impossibility of providing
further hospitals in these areas for a
considerable time, I brought before the
Health Council a suggestion that some
provision for domiciliary treatment, with
financial help, should be made for those
who could not be admitted into a hospital
on account of lack of beds. The sugges-
tion was accepted by the council for
further investigation, and I have been in
correspondence with the Rt. Hon. Sir Earle
Page, asking for Commonwealth con-
sideration for a payment to be made by the
Commonwealth to patients who must be
treated at home because there is no hos-
pital bed accommodation.

The cost of maintaining a patient in a
hospital bed is steadily increasing. In
1946-47, the average cost per patient day
was 20s. 9.05d., while during the financial
year recently closed the cost had risen to
41s. 1.57d. per patient bed day. The total
amount provided by the State Government
for the hospitals in 1946-47 was £468,750,
while the expenditure last financial year
was £1,392,047. The estimate for the cur-
rent year, as will be seen, is £1,692,047.

There is special need this year for eco-
nomy in expenditure. It may not be pos-
sible to assist hospital boards and ameni-
ties committees in their work to the same
extent as hitherto. Owing to ,Common-
wealth policy of reducing loan expendi-
ture, our State hospital programme has
been considerably curtailed, and some hos-
pitals which we had hoped to erect must
be delayed. Our Health Department is
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constantly appealed to to provide doctors,
staff and extra equipment for board hos-
pitals. The Government does all within
its power to help, not always as success-
fully as we could wish. Doctors and staff
are short, especially in hot or isolated
areas. We have a shortage of 10 matrons
and nearly 100 nurses. I am hopeful that
next year there will be a sufficiency of
doctors. There is no likelihood of ade-
quate nursing staff, unfortunately.

Amongst the steps taken by the Gov-
ernment to maintain or increase the beds
have been the purchase and refurnishing
,of the "Hawthorn" hospital at Mt. Rlaw-
thorn; the purchase of 'tBundi Kudja" hos-
pital and Capt. Hudson's adjacent pro-
perty at Fremnantle; the acquisition of
"Woodside," which is being converted to
the purposes of a 26-bed midwifery hos-
pital; the leasing of a property in Have-
lock-st. for 25 aged women suffering
chronic sickness: the leasing of "Rosella"
hospital at Geraldton and Stirling hospital
at Bunbury, while other proposals are on
foot which will each make a small con-
tribution towards satisfying the need.

In the North-West considerable improve-
ments have been made to the general hos-
pitals at Wyndham, Derby and Broome,
while the native hospitals at Broome and
Derby will be practically rebuilt, and much
improved provision will be made at the
native hospitals at Port Hedland, Onsiow,
Roebourne and Wyndham. This latter
work is delayed because it has been im-
possible to secure joinery. Nissen huts
for the main structures have been on the
job for many months. Salaried doctors
are now established at Wyndhamn, Broome
and Port Hedland, and two doctors are
established at Derby. Two more doctors.
with regional qualifications, will take up
duty as soon as possible.

Co-ordination with the Flying Doctor
service at Port Hedland is maintained on
an amicable basis and improvements in
the service will be effected as soon as pos-
sible. An arrangement for the permanent
availability of an emergency plane was
disturbed very soon after it was made, by
the appointment of the reserve pilot to
an important position in another State.
'The Flying Doctor service is seeking other
means to make the emergency plane avail-
able at all times. The Flying Doctor ser-
vice conducts also the radio base at Meeka-
tharra, as well as arrangements for routine
and emergency flights from that town.

The child guidance clinic in Newcastle-
st. has been established and has been -in
operation long enough to have proved its
value. Up to the present 620 children have
been patients and treatment has usually
been extended to the parents. A new
development Provides for a limited num-
ber of country children to be accom-
modated under the eye of the medical
superintendent for closer observation of
conduct and behaviour.

During the year the Mt. Henry home
for aged women was opened and was
immediately filled. The demand was so
great that it proved impossible to close
the "Woodbridge" home, which is also
maintained at its greatest capacity. There
are at Mt. Henry, 138 women and six
married couples and at "Woodbridge," 50
women. The superior conditions at Mt.
Henry have resulted in the receipt of ap-
plications for admission far beyond the
capacity of the home. Up to the present
over 400 applications are on the waiting
list. Some are very old and unable to
care for themselves. At "Sunset" con-
siderable, improvement has been made to
the buildings and working conditions. A
contract has been let for the remodelling
of two wards for the care of 50 additional
bed cases.

Under legislation passed by the last ses-
sion of Parliament the training of physio-
therapists has now commenced in this
State. Last Year additional doctors, den-
tists and nurses were engaged for the
school medical and dental services. We
have now six doctors, whereas in the past
there were but three. There are 13 dentists
where for years there
has enabled a vastly
be given to school
those in the outback.
type dental surgeries
more are on order.

were only four. This
improved service to
children, especially
Nine mobile trailer

are in use and three
During last year we

were extremely fortunate in securing the
services of Professor Gye and Professor
Ida Mann, both world renowned cancer
research workers. They are pursuing their
investigations at the Nedlands laboratories,
and I know that not only the people of
Western Australia but the peoples of the
world will hope that their labours will be
crowned with success.

The Government has made a grant to-
wards postgraduate training to secure the
services of world medical authorities to
lecture and demonstrate to our doctors in
Western Australia. During the year
several new infant health centres and sub-
centres were opened. Inf ant health centres
and sub-centres now total 275 and extend
throughout the State. Mothercraft is being
taught to high school students, and this
effort should produce its reward in the
future. The Government has engaged in
increased publicity with a view to educat-
ing the citizen to a better appreciation
of the principles of health, namely,
through the newspapers and by means
of films, and a display at the Royal Show
and at the department's annual confer-
ence of health inspectors.

In regard to tuberculosis, the work at
the clinic continues to increase both as
regards the number of films being
taken in the course of mass radiography
and the number of patients referred by
medical practitioners for opinion. More
than 130,000 ex-ray films have been taken
by fixed and mobile plants. A fulltime
chest surgeon, as assistant to Mr. Fred
Clarke, is now with us and he is contri-



buting greatly towards reducing the ar-
rears of patients requiring surgery. The
work of the clinic is extending into
the country, as many country practi-
tioners now regularly take chest films of
their patients and refer them to Perth
for opinion. Next year we will have a
mobile x-ray unit in operation for touring
country centres. At Woorolon Sanator-
ium a daily average of 235 patients is
cared for. The need for a large chest
hospital is becoming more and more press-
ing. The Commonwealth Government has
decided to pay for the construction of this
hospital, which will cost approximately
£1,000,000.

We can expect an increase in the num-
bers of subnormal children with the grow-
ing population. The children at Clare-
mont, with few exceptions are all mental,
and staff troubles and expense to the
nation must increase. It takes the ser-
vices of two members of the staff to
look after every five of these children.
The houses at Guildford-purchased with
funds provided by Mr. N. Harper-are
approaching completion of reconstruction
and renovations, and we expect to have
them in use early in the New Year.
These homes will only accommodate com-
paratively few children. Other schools
are necessary to reach the mentally
deficient child and teach him to do some
type of work. This is always difficult, as
the mental deficient quickly tires of work,
and if we are not to have an overwhelm-
ing population of citizens incapable of
supporting themselves this subject must
be tackled scientifically.

The mental hospitals share in the
serious deficiency of beds. The Claremont
mental hospital built for 985 patients, has
a regular population of 1.370 patients.
Buildings in Claremont are in progress
which will provide for 154 patients,
roughly half of them being sufferers from
tuberculosis and the other half senile aged
women. However, buildings for at least
600 patients are necessary. During the
year the Government agreed to provide
"spending money" for the patients in
mental hospitals to the extent of Vs. 6d.
per week for those who work and 2s. 6d.
per week for those who cannot work.
This is believed to be more generous
than any other State, and will mean a
cost of approximately £15,000 per year,
which must keep on increasing as patients
increase. An up-to-date canteen is being
erected by the Lotteries Commission and
two welfare officers have been appointed.
No matter what criticism has been level-
led at this department, the amount of
work done has been colossal, although I
would like to make many more improve-
ments. I wish to thank my officers; for
their hard work under difficult circum-
stances.

I want to say a few words on the
Supply and Shipping Estimates. Item 1
shows an increase of £3,594. This is

due to the transfer of liasion officers and
staffs in Sydney and Melbourne from the
Treasury Department to the Department
of Supply and Shipping and also to
salary increases due to reclassification
and basic wage adjustments. Item 2 also
shows a slight increase which is due to
the cost of postages, telephones, travel-
ling allowances. etc. The increase has
come about because of the office inci-
dentals in Melbourne and Sydney which
were previously paid from the Miscel-
laneous Vote of the Treasury. There is
an increase also in Item No. 3, Unemploy-
ment Relief. This is a very small amount.
Every year we see to a few people who
are unemployed.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.43
a.m.): I feel a bit fresh at the break of
day. I notice there is nothing on the Esti-
mates in regard to Supply and Shipping
so I suppose that you, Sir, might rule me
out of order if I refer to the necessity for
some action by the Minister. Before I
make these remarks, I would like to ask
the Minister for Health whether her de-
partmental officers appreciate the fact
that prevention of ill health or sickness
is far better than treatment? What
astounds me are the number of laws we
have of a protective character-that is to
say, which carefully prevent the possibility
of anything unhealthy in the community
being found out. Even with all the laws
that we have to provide for the care and
nursing of prospective mothers and chil-
dren, never in the history of Australia
have I known such a demand for hospitals
and doctors as we have today.

That demand is much higher now than
it has ever been and I noticed in the
paper yesterday where two more new hos-
pitals-one of which should comprise 350
beds-are urgently required in this city
alone. So I ask the Minister for Health
to look into the problem and to try to as-
certain some means of preventing sick-
ness. We have all sorts of scientific advice
available and a multiplicity of laws to help
protect the health of the community. But
there are more people sick today than
ever before, and hospital accommodation
is urgently required everywhere.

The Minister for Lands: You know the
reason for it, do you not?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. I think I do and
it lies with the Minister's department and
the sooner he takes action the better.

The CHAIRMAN: Order 1
Mr. MARSHALL: We had better not

start an argument on that point. How-
ever, there is one other matter I want
to raise with the Minister for Supply, and
I negotiated with the Minister some time
ago in regard to the lack of dried milks
and baby foods on the Goldfields. This
position has become more acute since I
last spoke to the Minister and it has
reached the stage of being critical. There
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are young mothers in my electorate and
some of them are unable to feed their
children on the breast and are forced
depend entirely on artificial food for their
babies; particularly in the form of dried
milk and dried artificial food which
is so popular. I believe that in some
towns today, there is not a tin of
either obtainable. Yesterday informa-
tion was given to me that large quantities
of dried milk were going into some of our
native missions. I endeavoured to get hold
of the Minister for Native Affairs to ascer-
tain the accuracy of these rumours, but
apparently I rise a little early for him
and was unable to contact him.

The Chief Secretary: What morning
was this?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yesterday morning.
I want the Minister to have a look into
the matter for me. I rang up the Com-
missioner of Native Affairs and he gave
me some information. I believe that our
native people should be given all that It
is possible to give them, but if there are
limited supplies of dried milk and baby
foods available more supplies should go
to the white children first. As I under-
stand it this milk is going to the mis-
sions, but we should make sure that our
white children get it before the native
adults. This food Is used to keep babies
alive in many parts of the State. If
there were ample supplies, I would not
mind in the least but that is not the case.

I think the Minister for Supply and
Shipping should tackle the Commonwealth.
Government more vigorously than she has
been doing. I have taken the matter up
with the representative for my district in
the H-ouse of Representatives and I think
the Minister should press her case more
strongly with the Commonwealth Gov-
erment, which I understand is permit-
ting large quantities of this particular
commodity to be exported. I cannot
understand why the Government should
be so eager to send large quantities of
this commodity away to foreign coun-
tries while our own people are left desti-
tute. In effect it is criminal.

The Minister should endeavour to get
the Commonwealth Government to in-
crease the supplies to the various States,
this State in particular, so that the people
in the North-West and areas throughout
my electorate can have a substitute food.
We do not have any cows in our area and
once the mother runs out of milk there
is nothing else she can use. If we could
have some substitute it would be all right,
but we have nothing else except the dried
milk. I believe there are large quantities
going to South Africa and that is deplor-
able. I congratulate the Minister upon her
heroic effort in staying up all night and,
if she can put up as good an effort in
getting supplies of this commodity for the
people of the North-West as she has dur-
ing the last 24 hours, I will congratulate
her again.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
C5.54 amJ: The other evening I asked the
Minister a question about beds for the
Fremantle hospital and her answer reads
as follows:-

The provision of additional beds in
the present hospital site appears to
be uneconomical and impracticable.
The Health Council has recommended
a new hospital instead. Meantime,
pressure in the hospital will be eased
by the use of "Bundi Kudja," Hud-
son's, "Woodside," and arrangements
now being made for the continuance of
"San Hedrin," and the home nursing
arrangements incorporated with the
Silver Chain.

As the Minister knows, there is an urgent
need for extra beds in Fremantle and I
have heard her speak on this subject be-
fore. "Bundi Kudja" will not help be-
cause it is used as a maternity hospital,
and even if they are able to get "Wood-
side" it will not be of much assistance.
Hudson's is no help at all, because that is
a home for the sisters from the Fremantle
hospital and there are no patients' beds
there. Something should be done immedi-
ately. I noticed in the paper the day before
yesterday where people would not be able
to get into the Royal Perth Hospital un-
til somewhere about 1952. I saw another
report in the paper as well which reads
as follows--

Hospital Board Resigns. Following
a motion carried by the Hospital Board
on November 16th, the board, at its
last monthly meeting, resigned in a
body, the resignations to take effect
as from December 16. Members re-
signed because of dissatisfaction with
the Medical Department's "failure", to
implement promises to have certain
alterations and improvements carried
out at the hospital.

That report comes from Esperance where
the board walked out in a body. That,
coupled with the information about the
Royal Perth Hospital, and the answers the
Minister gave me the other evening, does
not make things look too happy as far as
hospital accommodation is concerned. Beds
are urgently needed and I hope the Min-
ister will be able to wipe away the cob-
webs on the hospitals because they seem
to be thicker than ever before. Before
the Minister's Government got into Power
it was going to clear away all the cob-
webs, and I hope that she will do some-
thing in this direction;, that will be appre-
ciated by the people of Fremantle.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midiah'd)
[5.56 am.]: I would like to draw the
Minister's attention to a few matters af-
fecting my electorate and, if she has a
sharp pencil handy, she will be able to
make a note of them. Firstly, I want
to talk about the Aged Women's Home at
East Guildford and I would like the Min-
ister to have something done to the road-
way leading into the place. There is
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about 400 or 500 yards of roadway and have minded the department doing it up
it is in a shocking condition; it has been
in that condition since the home was
established and it really wants sealing with
bitumen. I suppose that might be a little
costly, but the position is that the people
who visit the aged women have to walk over
this gravel road to see their friends and
it causes them a considerable amount of
distress. Even some of the aged women
themselves, desiring to take a walk, have
to try to walk to the front gate over this
gravel road and naturally they experience
considerable difficulty.

The employees cannot even ride their
cycles from the front gate; it is an ab-
solute disgrace that the approach to the
Aged Women's Home should be in that
condition. For the sake of the inmates
of the home, the staff and the visitors
and the tradesmen I would like the Min-
ister to go into the matter and see if
something cannot be done about it. This
might be the job of the Minister for
Works but, whoever is responsible, I would
like something done about it.

The next matter concerns the women
themselves. There are 30 or 40 of them
in the home and I suppose most of them
are old pioneers who have reared families.
I have met a number of these women and
they are all fine types, who, no doubt, have
come from fine homes. As a matter of
fact, some of the sons are holding im-
portant positions in the city, and members
would be surprised to know the names of
some of the mothers that go into these
homes. The mothers of some of our busi-
ness men live there and these people de-
serve consideration. I have seen some of
them that are really sick cases which ought
to be in hospital.

The home is very drab, so much so
that it almost makes me sick every time
I go down there. I realise that the staff
is doing its best with the facilities avail-
able. The place is clean enough but
there is nothing bright about it. There
are no palms or ferns, no polished brass.
or decent clean paintwork; the whole place
is drab looking. This was one of the
original buildings erected when Captain
James Stirling came to this country over
100 years ago. Subsequently it was part
of the preparatory school for Guildford
Grammar School. It is badly in need of
a coat of paint. The blinds want renewing
and there is a good deal of that type of
work to be done.

Mr. J. Hegney: Does it need a face lift?
Mr. BRADY: It could do with a face

lift. The place is in a very bad state of
repair. I drew attention six months ago
to the fact that there were people working
on the staff of the aged women's home at
East Guildford desirous of having the use
of a residence. They are New Australians
and have been living in rooms for years.
They were prepared to pay a small rental
for the building and to do it up so that
it would be their home; they would not

for them and charging them a small rental.
But, of course, that was never acceded to.
and the condition of the place is now 100
per cent. worse than it was when I drew
the attention of the department to this
matter. The property in the hands of the
State is being neglected. There was a
considerable amount of vandalism in this
place and it has increased. I do not know
who is responsible for it.

I hope the Minister will look into that
and see that this property is let to this
couple working on the Premises. Some of
the writings on the wall are blasphemous
and indecent and, though I drew the at-
tention of the department to It, the officers
seem to be indifferent to the matter. Fin-
ally I would like the Minister to have a
notice Put up at the entrance of the aged
women's home indicating what and where
it is. Visitors going to the hospital exper-
ience difficulty in finding the home. It
is set back from the road about a quarter
of a mile, and there is nothing to indicate
that it is there. I make those few com-
ments in the hope they will bring some
benefit to the inmates in regard to the
matters to which I have drawn attention.

MR. RODOREDA (Pilbara) [6.3 ai.mjl:
It is rather a pity that a member should
be forced to contribute to this debate at
6 o'clock In the morning when he has sat
continuously for about 18 hours after a
very heavy week of late sittings. I want
to protest again about the whittling down
of the privileges of the private members;
it is growing worse every session. The
Premier knowvs it is the only opportunity
private members have of airing their
grievances and criticising the activities of
the Government. It is totally unnecessary
that we should be compelled to stay here
all night: we are physically and mentally
weary, as is everybody else. It is a trav-
esty of Parliamentary procedure and we
should not stand for it. It is time there
was someone in control of Parliament who
could manage its business better. I am
fed to the teeth with it.

The Chief Secretary: It has happened
frequently in the past.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is no reason
why someone should not take over now and
do the job properly. It is growing worse
every year.

The Chief Secretary: No, it is not.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. RODOREDA: A couple of years

ago we had a gag put on us because the
Government did not want criticism of its
actions, and heaven knows we had enough
about which to criticise it. During the
discussion on the Loan Estimates and the
Loan Bill the Premier wag not even in
the Chamber to listen to the comments.
A nice tribute to pay to members.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I think the
member for Pilbara is getting a long way
from this Particular Vote.
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Mr. RODOREDA: I agree and I will
see what I can do about the Vote. It is
a source of increasing wonderment to me
as to the number of patients with which
our hospitals are required to cope. The
medical and health position has never been
more deplorable; there seems to be nO solu-
tion of it. The sick people of this country
are being kept for 'years without accom-
modation, and all we can think of do-
ing is building elaborate hospitals in
concrete and steel. During the war
servicemen were treated in tents and
they recovered. All we want is accom-
modation and beds, not elaborate concrete
and steel structures to attend to a few
sick people. If there were beds to put the
sick people in, the surgeons and doctors
could attend to them. There should be
something like that for these sick and
indigent people who are refused beds at
the Royal Perth Hospital.

In spite of our pre-natal and post-natal
care the percentage of sick people in the
community seems to be increasing. Why?
That should be a subject of investigation.
I suppose all this pre-natal care is all
right if we could keep children in glass
cases. We are saving the kiddies only to
have them die when they grow older. We
have statistics to, prove that the infant
mortality is improving but there are no
statistics to show what is happening to
the teenagers.

The Premier: Of course there are.
The Minister for Health: I have given

them in this House.
Mr. RODOREDA: 1 have never seen

them. It would be far better to lose chil-
dren in the early years rather than to rear
them for 20 years and then lose them.

The Premier: Do you not know the
population has increased tremendously?
Does not that have any effect?

Mr. RODOREDA: I am talking about
the increasing sickness in the population,
which is an entirely different matter.
What is the use of an increased popula-
tion if a great percentage of it is sick all
the time?

Mr. Yates: How are you going to stop
them getting sick?

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not know, but
it seems that with all the pre-natal and
post-natal care and all the scientific
knowledge, we still have more sickness;
there is no survial of the fittest now.

Mr. W. Hegney: There is here!
Mr. RODOREDA: I want to say a. few

words about the Flying Doctor Service.
I have been on to the Premier about this
matter ever since he has been in Office
with a view to obtaining a substantial
increase for the service. For the first
time since the Government was returned
the subsidy has been increased to £4,100:
the Previous estimate was £1,600 and

£2,300 was spent last year. The amount
provided is not enough. We have the
spectacle of a committee being formed to
rattlie boxes in the streets and depend on
charity to keep the Western Australian
section of the Plying Doctor service in
operation. It is a Government responsi-
bility, just as it Is to provide medical ser-
vice for the people in the city, in the
suburbs or in the agricultural areas.

It is a reflection upon the Government
and upon us in Parliament that this, Is
not a charge on the Crown. I do not
know what I can do beyond appealing to
the Government. I took a deputation to
the Minister for Health a few months ago
to request the Government to take over
this service. The secretary of the Flying
Doctor Service, Mr. Adkins, stated that
it was beyond the financial resources of
the Organisation to run the service. I
requested that two planes be stationed in
Port lied land with two or three doctors.

The Minister for Health: That is being
done.

Mr. RODOREDA: The Minister
promised to let me know what decision
was arrived at. I am aware that a
second plane has been sent to Port Bed-
land, but I have not heard of its being
used. There is only one doqtor at lied-
land and another is supposed to be going
there, but no house is available for him
to live in.

The Minister for Health: We have ar-
ranged that.

Mr. RODOREDA: I am pleased to hear
it. Finance is the trouble. The people
of the North-West pay their social ser-
vice contributions, and yet they have to
rely upon a few women rattling collection
boxes in the streets of Perth in order to
secure funds for the survice. It is a
scandal. The Government can spend a
quarter of a million on wealthy farmers
to subsidise the cartage of super, and this
year the Premier has promised to find
at least k100,000 for this purpose, though
it will probably be £200,000, whereas, to
maintain a few doctors in the North-West
to attend to the health of the people there,
he provides £4,000. Where is his sense
of Proportion?

The Minister for Works appears to be
overcome with shame at what I am say-
ing and is taking the knock. The Premier
can still smile, for which I give him credit,
though this is no laughing matter. I hope
be gives serious consideration to my re-
marks. How on earth he can sleep with
an easy conscience when he treats the
wealthy wheat and wool farmers so well
and provides so little for the Flying Doctor
Service, I do not know. I wonder he does
not collapse. I hope the Minister for
Health will be in my corner and will get
the Premier to accept a greater share of
the responsibility for this service.
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MR. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) [6.24
a~m.]: I should like to refer to the Old
Women's Home. We on the Goldfields
have no such home arnd there are some
very deserving old ladies on the Fields.
I wish the Minister would try to make
provision for a home at Kalgoorlie so that
these old ladies could enjoy decent treat-
ment at the latter end of their lives.

The Premier: What about staff?

Mr. MeCULLOCH: I think the old
ladies themselves would be able to look
after a home. The old men are able to
look after their home, and I understand
that there are seven or eight of them in
the home at a time. I suppose there would
be a dozen or 15 old women who have been
on the Goldfields for many years and do
not like to leave, but if accommodation
could be provided for them, I believe they
would be prepared to look after themselves.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Dame
Florence Cardell-Oliver--Subiaco--in re-
ply) [6.25 am.]: So many unjust re-
marks have been passed during the dis-
cussion of this Vote that I do not feel
like replying. When I was introducing
the Estimates, I explained that, in the
matter of hospitalisation for the people,
more had been done in the last three
years than in any other triennial period
in the history of the State. Because I
do not make announcements every day
and because members are told the truth
about the shortage of requirements, they
seem to think that nothing is being done.
A great deal is being done.

with regard to Woodbridge, the mem-
ber for Guildford -Midland has left his
seat after making some observations that
were not exactly correct. When the Mt.
Henry home was built, we expected to
be able to leave Woodbridge and concen-
trate on the new home, although Wood-
bridge had been done up aL couple of Years
ago and was not in such a bad state
as hats been represented. As there were
so many old ladies desirous of being ad-
mitted to the Mt. Henry home, we decided
to keep Woodbridge going until we could
arrange for more beds at Mt. Henry.

So far as the house on the land is con-
cerned, this Is something that has been
investigated by the department. I would
not recommend the renting of the place
to outsiders because we might need it at
any time. In reply to the member for
Hannans that something should be done
for the aged women on the Goldfields,
I point out to him that I have received
similar requests from many other towns.
I suggest that the people of those towns
should get the local authorities to provide
homes of this sort. It would be a fitting
way in which to meet this need. Then
they could keep these aged women in the
surroundings to which they were accus-
tomed.

Mr. McCulloch: Did not the ratepayers
build the Mt. Henry home?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Lotteries Commission helped considerably.
It would be a great credit to each mnem-
ber if he were instrumental in getting
a home for the aged established in his
town.

The member for Murchison spoke about
milk. I wish to assure him that there
is not a day of my life when I do not
Lake some action regarding the milk ques-
tion. I am constantly in contact with
the Commonwealth Government and with
Nestles or the other companies that manu-
facture milk to ascertain what can be
done to get the milk here. The shortage
that has prevailed has been due to floods
in the Eastern States and to other ab-
normal conditions, but I assure the hon.
member that there is a good quantity
on the way now, and I feel sure that in
future we sh all receive better supplies.

I wish the hon. member to understand
that every consideration is being given to
the country districts. We ring Nestles
almost daily requesting that something be
sent to a particular town and, provided
the firm has supplies, it is sent, but if
the supplies are not on hand, naturally
they cannot be sent. Everything possible
is being done to ensure a continuity of
supplies.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Public Health, £527,962: Mental

Hospitals and Inebriates, £440,040-agreed
to.

Vote-Supply and Shipping, £6,396:

Mr. RODOREDA: The Minister In her
reply dealt with everything that had been
mentioned except the questions I raised.
I do not know whether this was due to
forgetfulness or to set purpose, but she
did not make one reference to the Flying
Doctor Service.

The Minister for Supply and Shipping:
I told you that we had got an extra plane.

Mr. RODOREDA: I am referring to my
request for a greater subsidy and to the
fact that the Minister made no reference
to it in her reply. At any rate, I am
becoming accustomed to treatment of this
sort.

As to the Department of Supply and
Shipping, I understood that this was a
department in name only. I do not know
what good it is doing, but according to
the Estimates, seven clerks are employed
and the cost is roughly £4,200. What
on earth-does the department do to require
seven clerks?

The MINISTER FOR SUPPLY AND
SHIPPING: This expenditure used to be
shown on the Treasury vote. We have
two liaison officers, one in Melbourne and
one in Sydney, and typists etc. have to
be employed. Those officers in Melbourne
and Sydney are doing a tremendous
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amount of work. We receive numerous
letters acknowledging the work done by
them.

Mr. Rodoreda: What Is the result of
their work?

The MINISTER FOR SUPPLY AND
SHIPPING: If the hon. member comes
to my office I can show him hundreds of
letters expressing thanks to the depart-
ment for the work it is doing in getting
goods to Western Australia. Those offi-
cers are in the East to ensure that goods
required in Western Australia are put on
the ship. But for those men, we would
not have half the goods we are receiving
today.

Mr. Rodoreda: I was only asking for
information. You need not get hot and
bothered about it.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported till a later stage of

the sitting.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Concil's Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
further amendment made by the Assembly
to the Council's amendment No. 4.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.
1. Road Closure.
2. Reserves.
3. Licensing Act Amendment (No. 1).
Without amiendment.

BILL-RENTS.. AND.. TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it insisted on its
amendments Nos. 22, 23, 29, 30, 35 and 36,
had disagreed to the Assembly's further
amendments to its amendment No. 34, and
had agreed to the further amendment
made to the Council's amendment No. 31.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendment No. 9 to which the Assembly
had disagreed, and had agreed to the
further amendments made by the Assembly
to its amendment No. 7.
BEIL-WORKERS' COMIPENSATION ACT

AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of 13 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Ccminittec.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 5-delete.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

This amendment proposes to delete
Clause 5.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendm-nt not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 6 page 3, line 11-Delete
the word "two" and substitute the word
",to."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move--
That the amendment be agreed to.

In clause 6 the word "two" should read
"to.",

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 6, page 3, line 19-Delete
the word "ceases" and substitute the word
"cease."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 6, page 4-Add at the end
the following words--Notwithstanding
anything contained in the preceding para-
graphs of this Section the Board on ap-
plication by the worker shall decide
whether the worker is entitled to have
his hernia accepted as an injury within
the meaning of the Act and the decision
of the Board shall be final.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment be not agreed

to.
This amendment deals with the provision
relating to hernia, and it introduces new
language which may conflict with other
Provisions of the Act. It might possibly
deprive a worker of the right to go before
a medical board.

Mr. W. HEONEY: The hernia provision
was added to by an amendment agreed to
by. this House and subsequently agreed to
by another place-

The Attorney General: It might de-
prive a worker of the medical board.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It would give the
Workers' Compensation Board power.
in cases of doubt, to determine whether
the Injured worker was entitled to com-
pensation for this disability. I think the
amendment clariflies the position and
gives the board power to consider the
circumstances, and then determine
whether the worker shall receive com-
pensation.

The Attorney General: But under it he
could not go to the board.
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Mr. W. HEGNEY: When given this
Power, the board would naturally obtain
medical evidence. Under the present pro-
vision, the board has power to determine
whether, if a worker does not obtain a
medical certificate within '72 hours, he
is blameworthy or not. The board can-
not now determine whether the worker is
entitled to compensation but this amend-
ment would give it that power. I agree
to the amendment.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Noes .. .. ..

Majority for

Ayes.
Mr. Abbott Mr.
Mr. Brand Mr.
Mr. Butcher Mr.
Dame F. Cardell-Oliver Mr.
Mr. Cornell Mr.
Mr. floney Mr.
Mr. Griffith Mr.
Mr. Hearnn Mr.
Mr. Hutchinson Mr.

Brady
Graham
Hawke
J. Hegney
W. Hegney
Hoar
Marsh all
McCul loch

Mann
McLa
Nalde
Nimnm
Owen
Thorm
Watts
Wild
Oldfle

Noes.
Mr. Moir
Mr. Nuisel
Mr. Rodor
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleem
Mr. Styan
Mr. Tonki
Mr. Lawre

Question thus passed; tl
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clause_13, page 6,

... 18

... 18

after prescribed in paragraph
(d)" in paragraph (c) of the
proviso.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment has to do with certain pay-
ments that are allotted for ambulance
expenses, medical expenses and hospital
expenses. It is proposed that the amounts
shall be £20, £75 and £100 respectively. The
ambulance expense might not be incurred
nor may all of the other amounts. I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

- Mr. STYANTS: We should oppose this
2 amendment. In fact, there are four

- amendments, all consequential one upon
the other. As the Minister has stated,

ing the amendment seeks to allot the specified
r amount for each expense incurred. I do
0 not see why there is any need to alter the

practice that has existed in the past and
has been quite successful to date. The

Id worker may not be called upon to expend
(Tell"r.) anything on ambulance charges because

in the metropolitan area free or semi-free
ambulances are available to an injured

n worker, and on the Goldfields the worker
Ieda would have nothing to pay because the

Rn ambulances are supplied free by the min-
ts ing companies. In regard to the charges

nee allocated for hospital and medical ex-
(Teller.) penses. it is well known that some men

he Council's may expend more on medical expenses
than on hospital charges and vice versa.
I therefore cannot see any need for the

line 20-Dc- amendment and the one following it.
lete the words "diependants of" and sub-
stitute the words "widow or mother wholly
dependent on."

The ATTORNEY
amendment proposed
ant of the widow or
dependent on them.

GENERAL: The
to let the depend-
mother be wholly

I move-
That the Council's amendment be

not agreed to;
Question thus passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 6. Clause 13. page '7-Insert a new

paragraph to stand. as paragraph QI) as
follows:-

(i) deleting the words "first aid and
ambulance or other" in lines 5
and 6 of paragraph (c) of the
proviso.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the amendment. be not agreed

to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. '7. Clause 13, page 7-Insert a new

paragraph to stand as paragraph (j) as
follows:-

(U deleting the words "hospital
charges for treatment
tenance not- exceeding

and main-
as herein-

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 13, page 7-Delete para-
graph (j).

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This pro-
poses to make provision for a set amount
for hospital expenses and has relation to
the amendment we have just dealt with.
I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 13, page 7-Insert a new
paragraph to stand as paragraph (kc) as
follows:-

(Ic) deleting the words "one hun-
dred" in line 18 of paragraph (c) of
the proviso and inserting the words
seventy-fivye".

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
consequential upon the foregoing amend-
ment and r move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
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No. 10. Clause 13, page 7-Insert a new
paragraph to stand as paragraph (1) as
follows:-

(1) Inserting af ter the word
"Pounds" in line 16 of paragraph (c)
of the proviso the words "and also
including hospital charges for treat-
ment and maintenance not exceeding
as hereinafter prescribed in Para-
graph (d) and not exceeding in the
aggregate one hundred pounds and
including ambulance services not ex-
ceeding in the aggregate twenty-five
pounds."

The ATT7ORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment proposes to insert a new para-
graph setting out in detail the amount to
be allocated for the provision of trans-
port. doctor and hospital. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I want to be clear
on this amendment. Apparently it seeks
to grant a total sum for the payment of
medical, hospital and transport charges,
artificial limbs and so on. Is that cor-
rect?

The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. W, HEGNEY: That clarifies the

position for me and, as we have disagreed
with the previous amendments, we must,
of necessity disagree with this one.

Question put"and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 13, page 7-Delete para-
graph (1).

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This para-
graph was inserted in the Bill for the
Provision of hearing aids to an Injured
worker. However, I think the Council's
amendment may be justified and I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 12. Clause 13, page 7-Insert a

new paragraph (in) as follows:-
(in) deleting the words "except

when the board is or oninion. having
regard to the circumstances of the
case that such amount is inadequate,
in which event the board may allow
such additional amount as it deems
expedient, but not exceeding fifty
Pounds" in lines 16 to 21 inclusive in
paragraph (c) of the proviso.

The ATTORNTEY GENERAL: This
amendment is consequential. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 14, page B-Delete.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Council's amendment seeks to delete
Clause 14 which dealt with lump sum pay-

ments, and provided for a review in the
case of the worker's injury becoming,
worse. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: We should not agree
to the Council's amendment. Clause 14
deals with an important principle in con-
nection with worker's compensation. As
a matter of fact, it was drafted last year
as a result of long discussions by trade
union representatives who have had con-
siderable experience in workers' compen-
sation cases. The Bill that I introduced
on that occasion was lost, but the clause
which the Council now seeks to delete is
almost identical with one embodied In
the 1950 Bill.

Just what is the position of this
Chamber in relation to a matter such
as this? As representatives of the whole
of the people we gave consideration to
Clause 14, and agreed to it in the form
in which it was sent to the Council. The
Minister in charge of the Bill in that
House moved the second reading, taking
charge of it on behalf of his Government
which had agreed to its provisions. Then
In Committee when this vital clause was
considered he crossed the floor of the
House and voted against it. He voted
against a provision in his own Bill, and
now the Attorney General asks us to
agree to the Council's amendment! I
shall fight the matter to the finish. I was
amazed when I saw what went on in an-
other place. We call it a democracy!

Mr. Lawrence: It is a; dictatorship.

Mr. W. HEGN EY: What took place in
the Upper House was absolutely denlorable.
'The Minister in charge of the B~ill in an-
other place turned down a vital provision
in his own Bill by voting against it.

The Attorney General: Were all your
amendments defeated in another place?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No, but this vital
one was.

The Premier: Did not the Minister
stick to his own Bill in another place?

The Attorney General: As originally
introduced in this Chamber?)

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Premier and
the Attorney General know that the
Minister in the Council did not stick to,
his Bill.

The Premier: I do not know it.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Then I am telling
the Premier and he can check up on it
if he likes. The intention of the clause
has been misrepresented. Some members
thought that, because a worker's injury
deteriorated, automatically he would re-
ceive compensation; but that is not the
position.
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The Attorney General: You have raised Government was extremely anxious and
several objections to the motion. I have
simply moved that it be agreed to, but
you can oppose It. I do not want to pre-
vent it from being taken to a conference.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is what I hav'e
been trying to get the Minister to say for
the last five minutes!

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
cil's amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Attorney
General, Mr. Griffith and Mr. W. Hegney
drew up reasons for not agreeing to cer-
tain of the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 22. 23.
29, 30. 35 and 36. had disagreed to the
Assembly's further amendments to its
amendment No. 34, and had agreed to the
further amendment made to its amend-
ment No. 31 now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is known
to the Committee that another place has
declined to alter its view in respect to the
-submissions made by us. There are six
amendments involved here and I move-

That the Assembly continues to dis-
agree to the amendments made by the
Council.

Question put and* passed.
Resolution reported and the report ad-

,opted.
.Assembly's Request for Conference.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-

That the Council be requested to
grant a conference on the amendments
insisted on by the Council and that
the managers for the Assembly be the
Minister for Education, Mr. Griffith
and the mover.

Han. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not in-
tend to offer any opposition to the motion,
but I will explain the reason why it is
not desired to be represented upon this
conference. We take the view that the
Bill is a Legislative Council Bill: that it
was framed by the Government to make
sure that it would be accepted by the
Legislative Council. Consequently it was
framed along lines extremely favourable
to landlords and therefore very unfavour-
able to tenants generally. Some two
months ago-probably a little longer-the

determined to amend the legislation passed
towards the end of last year for the pur-
pose cf wiping out of that legislation the
word 'requires", so that there would be
substituted for, it the words " reasonably
needs".'

The Government introduced a Hill on
that principle, and it was passed through
the Legislative Assembly, and subsequently
killed in the Council. As members will
recall, the then session was wound up and
the Government called a new session into
being very quickly, and some time later
brought down a new rent Bill-the Bill
with which we are now concerned. This
measure proposes to repeal the existing
Act and to place upon the statute book
a new Act dealing with the control of rent
and evictions from dwelling-houses and
business premises.

The new Hill retains the word "requires"
and does not in any part of it have the
words "reasonably needs", so obviously it
has been introduced by the Government
to suit the more rebellious and reactionary
members of the Legislative Council. Those
more reactionary and more rebellious mem-
bers in the Council represent the wealthy
section of landlords in Western Australia,
most of whom are to be found in the
metropolitan area. It is obvious, from the
attitude of the Legislative Council in in-
sisting upon the amendments it has made
to the Bill, that it is calling the tune
all along the line. It has called the
tune, beyond any shadow of doubt, in
regard to the framing of the Hill and in
regard to what would be in it. Now,
on further consideration, it has decided
to make the Bill even worse than it wanted
it to be initially.

There is no doubt about the attitude of
those more reactionary and rebellious mem-
bers in the Legislative Council. They have
their marching orders from the more
wealthy section of landlords in the metro-
politan area, and it seems to me it would
be a humiliation to members of the Legis-
lative Assembly to go to such a conference,
because the managers from the Legislative
Council would hold the whip hand. They
would be able to say, "Well, we stick to
our amendments no matter what anyone
from the Legislative Assembly wishes and
we will stick to them to the point of
having no Act at all from now on."

We know that during the debate on the
Hill in the Council. it was moved that
all existing controls of eviction of tenants
should cease in June or September of next
year. So it would not matter one scrap
to the more reactionary elements in that
Chamber if there were no legislation after
the 31st of this month over the control
of rents and tenancies of business pre-
mises and dwellinghouses. Members on
this side feel that they are not prepared
to go into a conference on that basis and
are not prepared to humiliate themselves
in discussions with individuals of that
type, because we know those people are
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prepared to sacrifice the interests of the
mass of the people of this State to the
greedy, grasping interests of the wealthy
section of landlords in the metropolitan
area.

We have said, during the debates on this
Bill, that we quite realise there are in the
community needy and deserving land-
lords. We have been prepared to go to
reasonable lengths to try fairly to meet
the needs of those deserving eases. All
along the line we have been prepared to
agree to reasonable eviction provisions so
that needy and deserving landlords should
receive an even measure of justice: we have
been prepared to leave it for the courts
to decide whether a landlord is entitled
to receive the dwelling-house or business
premises which he has leased to a tenant
or for some higher rental than that now
ruling. But all those approaches have
been in vain. The Government, which
was so determined to put the words
"reasonably needs" into the legislation
some 10 or 12 weeks ago resisted vigorously
and successfully the move we made to put
the same words into the new Bill some
two or three weeks ago. The Government
fought hard and successfully to retain in
this Bill the word "requires," which was
put into the old Act last December and
has caused so much difficulty and trouble
from last December until the present time.

So we now take the firm stand that we
much prefer not to be associated with a
conference of this kind, which is heavily
loaded against the Assembly and at which
individuals who represent only a handful
of people in this State will be able to
dictate to the representatives who go from
this Chamber. The members of the Council
will be able to hold a pistol at the heads
of our representatives, and say, "We stand
firm on this. We want our amendments,
and if they are not granted to us then we
do not mind whether the existing Act ex-
pires by effluxion of time, and we do not
mind and do not care whether there is
a new Act or not from the beginning of
January, 1952." As far as I am concerned,
they can have it on their own.

The PREMIER: It has certainly come
as a surprise to me to find that the at-
titude of the opposition is such that it
has refused to take part in this confer-
ence. I cannot ever remember an Op-
Position adopting such an attitude pre-
viously. As long as Parliament has existed
In Western Australia, disputes between
the two Houses have been settled by con-
ferences. Yet today the Opposition, -as
stated by the Leader of the Opposition,
is departing from the custom which has
been in existence ever since this Parlia-
ment was established in Western Austra-
lia. One should take into consideration
the attitude of the Government on this
matter. It will be remembered that last
session, when the first Bill was defeated
in the Legislative Council the Government
made every effort to get it reinstated and

succeeded. On the next occasion, how-
ever, the Bill was again defeated. Because
the legislation was regarded as necessary
a new session was commenced and, after
much consideration, another Bill, the one
we are dealing with was presented. In
this measure, consideration had to be,
given by the Government to framing &
Bill which would be acceptable to Parlia-
went--

Hon. A. R, Q. Hawke: Parliament!

The PREMIER: -and which would, as.
far as possible, do justice to the landlord
and the tenant.

Mr. W. Hegney: There is a dictatorship.
there.

'The PREMIER: Let it be remembered
too, that during the discussions on this-
Bill, the Opposition took a very promin-
ent part. Its members successfully moved
several amendments and considerable
time was taken up in discussing them.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There is no doubt-
about who is ruling the country.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position talked about a certain section of
the Legislative Council representing
wealthy landlords. I would remind him,
anid members generally, that the great
majority of landlords in Western Austra-
lia are not wealthy.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: No-one said they
were.

The PREMIER: And, as members know.
a great number of them have suffered
acutely during the time that this class of
legislation has been in existence. So even
at this late stage I again appeal to the
Opposition to send one of its members to
the conference. I think it is their duty.
as this is a most important measure.
As members know, we have another Bill
which has to go to a conference, and what
would be the attitude of the Opposition
if members on this side said, "We will
take no part in this measure, because cer-
tain of our members have not been able
to get their own way?"

Hon. A.' H. G. Hawke: The Premier can
say that if he wishes.

The PREMIER: I do not say that, but
I think it is our duty to take part in this
and try to reach agreement, as far as
possible, within the principles of the Bill
which was presented to this House. I
cannot agree that the Leader of the Op-
position has put up a logical argument
and, to my mind, a duty devolves upon
members opposite to be represented at
this conference and to try to keep the
principles within the Bill as near as pos-
sible to those that were in it when it
left this Chamber. Again I ask the Op-
position to reconsider its attitude towards
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this Particular conference. It is almost
the breakfast hour, and we can adjourn
and the Leader of the Opposition can
have time to think things over.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The answer is
no.

The PREMIER: This break will give the
hon. member time to discuss the matter.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There is no hope.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier said

that it was unprecedented that the Opposi-
tion should take an action of this kind.
Of course, the circumstances are unpre-
cedented, too. We have been here for more
than 20 hours without any sleep whatever,
and are expected to go straight into a
conference which could last another 10 or
15 hours, because the Legislative Council
has already made no secret of the fact
that it has no intention of giving way.

The Premier: I have not heard that.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have.
The Premier: I do not think that is

SO.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN:

said.
I have heard it

The Chief Secretary: From the men
themselves?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have heard it
from the Legislative Council, where I spent
some considerable time during the last 12
hours or so. They are prepared to lose
the Bill and would not care if it were lost.
That will be the stand that its members
will take. So. if we were to go into con-
ference without any chance of gaining
anything, it would be absolutely useless.
I ask the Premier, is it reasonable to expect
us, or anybody, after being here for 20
hours, following a week where, in my case,
I have averaged less than four hours' sleep
each night, to go into conference straight
away without any sleep and expect us to
remain there for some considerable time?

The Premier: You are being represented
at the other conference. What is the
difference?

Hon...T. TONKIN: That is a different
type of conference from this. In this we
start off with the idea that those in op-
position to us are prepared to lose the Bill.

The Premier: No.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, they are.
The Premier: No. You have no right

to say that at all.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: They will put the

Government in a jam if it is not careful.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The tenants con-

sidered this legislation when it was first
introduced and said they strongly pro-
tested against it, as it afforded no protec-
tion to tenants and, if enacted, would be
of no value to them at all and that it would
be more straightforward if the legislation
were abandoned altogether. That was the
declaration the tenants themselves made

regarding this Bill before it went to the
Legislative Council and was amended in
that Chamber. The legislation before us.
with these amendments, is worse than it
was when introduced here. The tenants
said "The legislation which was originally
introduced should be abandoned, and it
would be more straightforward if the
Government did that, because we are
opposed to it."

The Premier: Some tenants.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Tenants As-
sociation of Western Australia; an organ-
isation which they themselves formed and
which expressed their viewpoint. That
was the declaration made on behalf of the
tenants of Western Australia.

Sitting suspended from 8 to 9 a.mn.
(Saturday).

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
Committee of Supply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting: Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-Mines, £E282,500:

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [9.2 am.]: I
would like to make some comments on
the Estimate of the Department of Mines
and in the first place would refer to
prospectors. I notice that in today's "The
West Australian" there has been formed
a gold Producers' association to sell gold
on the premium market. It -sets out the
system or method which the goldfields
producers will adopt in dealing with this
association. Then the article goes on to
say-

The Western Australian Govern-
ment would have a representative on
the association's executive committee
to Protect the interests of the small
producers.

I would like to ask the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Mines whom the Gov-
ernment is going to appoint to be its
representative. Is he going to be selected
from the Amalgamated Prospectors' As-
sociation? Is that association-that is
the Amalgamated Prospectors' Association
-going to be consulted in any way? This
Government is open to quite a lot of
criticism for the lack of assistance that
it has given to prospectors. Anybody with
any knowledge at all of the goldmining
industry knows that prospectors are hav-
ing a very hard time: they are receiving
very little assistance from this Govern-
ment. If we do not have prospecting
activity we cannot hope to open up new
mining areas or revive some of the older
ones. Prospectors have not received any
sympathetic consideration from this Gov-
ernment.

I know that prospectors over a consider-
able Period have been advocating that
assistance be rendered to them in differ-
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ent ways and, as far as I am aware, this
has fallen on deaf ears up to date. For
instance, the prospectors' association has
been making representation to the Minis-
ter for Mines to have a spur railway line
put in at Golden Gate, Kalgoorlie, in
order to be able to rail their ore right into
the battery. At present they rail their
ore to Golden Gate where it is taken out
of the railway truck, put on to motor
trucks, and carted to the State battery.
In the majority of instances, when it
reaches the State battery it has to be un-
loaded and dumped in the ore paddock
until such time as the particular prospec-
tor's turn comes at the battery. That ore
has then to be loaded again 'on to the
motor trucks and taken up the ramp and
tipped into the ore bin. That is all un-
necessary expense to the prospectors con-
cerned.

Since I1 have been in this House I have
seen mention of considerable amounts to
be expended on spur lines to be put in at
Collie. We know that coal is a very im-
portant matter to the State, but I suggest
that the obtaining of cheap treatment of
ore for the small mineowner and prospec-
tor is also an important matter to this
State. During the course of my second
reading speech on the Workers' Com-
pensation Act I mentioned the prosperity
of the mining industry. When I men-
tioned that I was referring, of couise-
seeing that we were dealing with workers'
compensation-to these large companies
who are employers of labour. But the
small mineowner works the mine himself
as does a syndicate of owners. They and
the prospectors are in an entirely different
position. He is battling along, trying to
develop his mine and his small show, and
he is confronted with a very serious posi-
tion. This Government has not done what
it should have done to assist those people.

Let us take the question of rail freights!
We all know the rise there has been on
rail freights. This is a very heavy burden
on the small mineowner and the prospec-
tor, who have to rail their ore. We have
beard comment here of huge sums of
money to be paid by way of subsidy to the
farmer on the cartage of super. There is
a subsidy paid to prospectors on the cart-
age of ore; last year an amount of £7,596
was paid. I notice on the Estimates this
year the amount is £7,000; a decrease of
£596. Why should that be so? The Gov-
ernment should be increasing the ore
carting subsidy, not decreasing it; or may-
be it anticipates that there will be less
ore railed and that, of course, will be a
reasonable assumption when it is known
that the Amalgamated Prospectors' As-
sociation, which is a body to which the
majority of prospectors belong, has de-
creased its membership from 513 in 1948
to 204 during this past year.

So it Is probably right to assume that
not so much money will be needed for
a subsidy owing to the reduced tonnage

(61]

that will be handled by this body of gold
producers. I know the Government has
had field parties out, making geological
surveys, and that, of course, has been
beneficial. But the Government should do
far more than that; it should make every
effort to encourage the exploration and,
if possible, the discovery of new gold finds.

The CHAIRMAN: Order: There is too
much noise and it is not Possible for
"Hansard" to report the speech.

Mr. MOIR: I can hardly hear myself
speak, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Marshall:- You are perfectly right.

Mr. MOIR: Not only in the field of gold
production should the Government be
rendering assistance, but also in the pros-
pecting and development of strategic
minerals and base metals of which any-
body who has any knowledge of the State
knows there are payable quantities on
different fields; on known fields. All that
is needed is for the Government to en-
courage people to work those fields.

Another matter in which the Govern-
ment has been remiss, to my way of think-
ing, is the fact that it has not made pro-
vision for the treatment of sulphide ore
of which there is quite a quantity. Sul-
phide cannot be treated by the ordinary
methods in use at State batteries, but re-
quires a special plant and is treated by a
special process. At present, when a small
mine-owner or prospector finds sulphide
ore, it cannot be mined and just has to be
left.

Mr. Marshall: And they have left it.

Mr. MOIR: Yes. It is a tragedy for
the small-mine owner when he strikes sul-
phide ore in his mine because it is an
indication that he has depleted the free
milling ore. It might be only a small
mine, not large enough to interest a big
company, but it would keep in employment
a small syndicate such as I have referred
to. When this occurs, the mine has to be
abandoned, which is a very bad thing for
the State.

I wish to refer to the matter of hauling
appliances on the mine shafts. The Mines
Regulation Act sets out the conditions to
be observed. Certain inspections have to
be made and the Act lays down the method
of making those inspections. It seems to
be held by officers of the Mines Depart-
ment that it is not their function to carry
out the inspection of these appliances, but
that it is the duty of the machinery in-
spector. While inspectors of the Mines
Department inspect the mines regularly,
I am not aware that machinery inspectors
are so regular. Certainly they make in-
spections from time to time, but the In-
terval between inspections is too great, with
the result that we have had one very bad
tragedy caused through the failure of haul-
ing appliances.
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In that accident, three men lost their
lives and another was seriously maimed.
We have had several instances of these
appliances having failed and of the skips
breaking away and falling to the bottom
of the shaft. There have been several
instances where defects have been detected
in time to prevent an accident. It has been
more by good fortune than anything else
that there have not been more accidents.
Members will understand that, when a
cage containing 12 or 18 men is being
hauled up the shaft, should a breakage
occur and the cage get away, it is prac-
tically a certainty that all the men in the
cage will be killed. I consider that the
Minister for Mines should pay special at-
tention to this matter, and ensure that
some better system of checking and in-
specting these hauling appliances is ad-
opted.

Comparatively recently, the aluminium.
therapy treatment has been introduced for
the benefit of workers in the goidmining
industry in this State. The Mining Divi-
sion of the A.W.U. is not at all happy
about the way in which the installation
of this system has been carried out or
the manner in which the treatment is
being administered. Aluminium therapy
is a treatment having for its object the
prevention of silicosis in mine-workers,
but to be efficient, the treatment must be
carried out thoroughly and methodically.
The union has been seriously perturbed
at the long delay in installing the treat-
ment and in the manner in which it has
been administered. As the Minister is

-ware, the conditions for the application
or aluminium therapy are laid down by
the patentees of the treatment, but we
find that these instructions are not being
carried out.

The union has made representations to
the Mines Department on many occasions
and there have been consultations with the
State Mining Engineer and the Chief In-
spector, but while there has been some
improvement in certain respects in the
building of change-rooms, so that the
change-room on almost every mine on the
Golden Mile is equipped to administer the
treatment, we still find that at least one of
the larger mines has not had its change-
room so equipped, Consequently, if miners
working on a mine where they have been
receiving that treatment should leave and
go to work for the company that has not
installed the equipment, the treatment
ceases for them. This treatment, to be
successful, must be applied regularly and
I say that this is not being done.

A majority of the companies that have
installed the treatment have gone to great
expense to alter their change-roams. Some
of them administer the aluminium the-
rapy in a very efficient manner. They have
gone to considerable trouble, have ap-
pointed special officers to supervise the
treatment, and even installed various in-
novations of their own to make the treat-

ment more effective. On the other hand,
there are companies which, although they
have spent a large amount of money in
complying with the direction of the Mines
Department, once the treatment has been
installed, seem to think the mere fact of
having it there is all that is required of
them,

During this year, following representa-
tions made by the union, a conference was
held in Kalgoorlie between representatives
of the Chamber of Mines-every large gold
mine is represented on that body-officers.
of the Mines Department and representa-
tives of the union. They endeavoured to
lay down some uniform system for ob-
servance by all the mines. While the dis-
cussion, in my opinion, was beneficial, it
has not produced the results that the
union officials anticipated. one of the
requirements for the success of aluminium
therapy is that a doctor should administer
or keep a check on the treatment of the
workers. I understand that the Govern-
ment did endeavour to obtain special medi-
cal officers, but experienced some difficulty,
though eventually a man was obtained. He
underwent a course of training and then.
for some reason or other, was not appointed
to the position. Whether this was due
to a decision on his part not to take the
position, or whether the Government de-
cided not to appoint him, I do not know.
The fact. remains that, though the treat-
ment has baen administcred on the Fields
for some time, there was no doctor to
olns-rve the rz sult, and no system has been
s et up for rzzording the results of the
treatment. It is highly necessary that
Such a record should be kept.

Apparently the Government has no in-
tention of moving in the matter this year.
I notice that the contribution last year
to the Commonwealth Government to-
wards the upkeep of the Health Laboratory
was £1,?32, and the estimate for the cur-
rent financial year is £2,300, an increase
of £568. This increase probably represents
the increase or anticipated increase in
wyages. The miners are examined at the
Commonwealth Health Laboratory in Kal-
goorlie. While the State Government
makes a contribution towards the upkeep
of the laboratory, the main part of the
expense is borne by the Commonwealth
Government.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Mlembers must
keep quiet. "Hansard" cannot record the
speeches unless there is less noise in the
Chamber, particularly behind the dais.

Mr. MOIR: These items indicate clearly
that the State Government is not making
any provision for setting up a system under
which the details of ' miners receiving
aluminium therapy treatment may be re-
corded. The change houses have to be
sealed up while the treatment is being ad-
ministered and the men pass through
them, changing their clothes. It is during
that period that they inhale this very fine
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dust whir h is discharged into the air and
which, when inhaled, coats their lungs.
Members will understand that in the beat
of summer on the Goldfields conditions
in the change-rooms became unbearable.
The Mines Department should lay down
conditions under which certain things
would have to be done to render the atmos-
phere in the change-rooms more bearable.

It of ten happens, under present condi-
ttons, that instead of staying in the
change-room for the requisite time-about
10 minutes-the men hurry through as
Quickly as they can in order to get out
again into the! fresh air, and consequently
they do not receive the, treatrmt properly.
Another fault is that different mines ad-
minister the treatment at different times
during the morning, with the result that
in many cases the men have passed
through the change-room before the treat-
ment is administered.

The Minister should appoint a special
officer in charge of ventilation. At present
there are assistant ventilation officers who,
when inspecting the mines, give their
whole attention to their subje-ct. 'Until
last year there was an inspector of the de-
partment wh6 was in complete charge of
that aspect, and who gave it his full atten-
tion. He was a most efficient and capable
officer, but he has resigned from the de-
partment.

Mr. Marshall: When did he resign?
Mr. MOIRh: He was Inspector J, Lloyd,

who has now retired and who is living at
Albany. He took a very keen interest in
his work, but he resigned and I think he
did so because of a feeling of frustration.
Representations were made to the depart-
ment to have him appointed in complete
charge of ventilation with an official stand-
ing, but that was not done.

Mr. Marshall: When were those repre-
sentations made?

Mr. MOIIR: Last year.
Mr. Marshall: While the present Minis-

ter was in charge?
Mr. MOIR: Yes. The union was in-

formed that the department did not con-sider it necessary. The department must
be criticised for not directing the mining
companies when they were ordered to
make provision, under the Act, for alu-
minium therapy. That meant that the
change rooms had to be doubled in size,
and the companies had all sorts of dif-
ferent ideas about what should be done.
The department should have drawn up
plans and specifications so that the min-
ing companies could have got information
as to what were the requirements, but in-
stead of that the companies had to ex-
periment with their buildings, at great
cost.

When the union made representations
to the department in this regard, and
pointed out that many of the change-
rooms would not meet the specifications

laid down by the Maclntyre Research in-
stitute, the reply was-"We will see what
they are like when they are built, and
if they are not up to the specifications
they will have to be pulled down again."'
That was a lamentable answer from re-
sponsible officials of the department.
Aluminium therapy is not new or an ex-
periment. but a thing from which those-
who are concerned about the incidence of'
industrial disease among miners have every-
right to expect great things.

There are 70 mines in Canada and a
like number in the U.S.A. equipped to,
administer this treatment. The insurance
companies handling workers' compensa-
tion in British Columbia will not afford
cover for industrial diseases to mines
where this equipment is not installed, and
that shows in what high regard they hold
the treatment. I trust that the Minis-
ter will take notice of my comments and
suggestions in regard to these matters,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.40
a,..: I endorse the remarks of the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn and the mem-
ber for Boulder. I had intended to have
something to say on the administration of
this department but, after 22 hours of
sitting in the atmosphere that is appar-
ent here, I will reserve my remarks until
next session.

MR. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) [9.41 a.m.]:
As I have said previously in this Chamber,
there is something seriously wrong with
our efforts to secure an increased price
for gold. I read, in the Press, some time
ago, that we would be too late, and I think
we are too late already. It is not long
since gold brought 38 dollars an ounce
on the free market and the standard Price
was 35 dollars, but we read now that the
Commonwealth Treasurer is going to Lon-
don and, among other things, will enter
into negotiations with regard to Aus-
tralian finance. I believe that if the
2i sterling is brought into line with the
£1 Australian that will be the death knell
of the Goldfields unless there is a corres-
ponding increase in the price of gold.

When the present Government came
into power it was said that it would buy
the sulphide mill at Spargo's. During the
war that mine -was closed down and it
Participated in the £100,000 subsidy that
the Commonwealth Government made
available to keep mines unwatered but,
when the sum was absorbed, the mine was
allowed to fill with water. The crushing
Plant there, we were told, would be
bought by this Government and instal-
led at some State battery so that suiphide
ore could be treated, but that has not
been done. Prospectors on uhe eastern
Goldfields are crying out fo- such a mil
which, if it were erected in a proper place
on the Goldfields, would n~e of great as-
sistance to them.
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Prospectors are almost all their own em-
.vployers, and they have advised me that
the only time they can secure insurance

,cover is when they are driving their ore
:from the mine to the railway or from
the railway to the battery. It seems that
the insurance companies will not cover
them at other times. There is a loss
of about £9,663 annually on the State
batteries in Western Australia, but that
is nothing because the prospectors have
opened up the country in their search
for gold, which is the life-blood of the
Commonwealth. The more State Batteries
that can be erected, within reason, the
better it will be for the State. Were
that not true the Government would
not have promised, nearly tour years ago.
to purchase the battery at Spargo's.

I do not want to delay the Committee
for long because I am just as anxious to
go to bed as anyone else, but I endorsed
the remarks of the member for Boulder
when he made reference to the subsidy
paid to prospectors for carting ore to the
State Battery. It costs prospectors some-
thing in the vicinity of 1 dwt. per ton
for the cartage of the ore by truck to
the battery. The Minister for Mines said
that he would go half way. -He went
even further and stated that, if there
were any increase in the price of
gold, the 4 dwt. subsidy would be
abolished. Some of the bigger mines and
most of the smaller ones are working
under difficult circumstances at present.
As the member for Boulder has told the
Committee, if there were no people on
the Goldfields there would be none in the
metropolitan area. Notwithstanding the
absence of the Minister representing the
Minister for Mines, I hope his colleagues
will take some notice of both mine and
my colleague's remarks.

The Premier: I can assure the hon.
member that notice will be taken of what
he has said.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Agriculture, £C432,262; College of
Agriculture, £38,960; North-West Gener-
ally £200: Forests, £152.950: State Hous-
ing Commission, £56,005-agreed to.

Votes-Public Utilities: Gold fields Water
Supply Undertaking, Nil; Country Areas
Water Schemes, £450,000: Other Hydraulic
Undertakings char geable to Revenue,
£336,810; State Abattoirs and Saleyards,
£134,104, . Metropolitan . Water Supply.
Sewerage and Drainage Department,
£419,800; Railways, £10,158,000; Tram-
ways, £E927,000; State Batteries, £148,250;
Cave House, £E25,425-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of Re-
venue and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

in Committee of Ways and Means.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
Murray) I move-

That towards making good the Sup-
ply granted to His Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1952, a sum not exceeding
E2'7,015,803 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Questi on put and Passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS ESTI-
MATES, 1951-52.

In Committee.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure

for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June, 1952, now
considered; Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

Division - State Engineering Works
£453,000:

Mr. MARSHALL: May I ask you Sir, to
amplify your call by making it a little
more informative? Might I suggest that
if you call, say, "State Engineering Works"
as well as the amount, we would be in a
better position to know what we are dis-
cussing?

The CHAIRMAN: If the bon. member
has the Estimates in front of him, the
divisions should be clear enough. How-
ever, I will make the call as he desires.

Division-agreed to.
Division-State Hotels, £1Z62,965:
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: State Engineer-

'ing Works, Mr. Chairman!
The CHAIRMAN: That Vote has been

passed.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It has been

passed all right because we did not have
an opportunity to get the Estimates on
the State Trading Concerns out of our
bundle of papers in time. That is no way
to rush things through! The Govern-
ment has had a pretty good go and it is
about time It gave us a go.

The Minister for Lands: You have had
a pretty good go!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister for
Lands has had more than his share! You
know, Mr. Chairman, the trouble we had
getting these Estimates out from among
our papers and, in fact, the Deputy Pre-
mier had to assist the member for Mur-
chison by supplying him with his copy.
Some of the other Votes will not go
through if that is the way we are to be
treated.

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry if the hon.
member considers that I have rushed the
Votes through. However, I will make the
call by designating the State Trading
Concern as well as the amount of the
Vote from now on.

Division-agreed to.
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Divisions-Meat Export Works, £E262,600;
Wyndham Freezing Works, £E801,462;
State Shipping Service, £1,082,895;
State .Brickworks. £C145,400;.. State Saw
Mills, £1,425,800, agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the
State Trading Conncerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1951-11.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 12th December; Mr.
Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental. £C231,000 (partly
considered):

HON. J. B. $LEEMAN (Premantle)
[9.58 a.m.]: On looking through te
Loan Estimates I find that the following0
sums have been provided: State Electri-
city Commission, £2,336,000, and alongside
that we have an amount of £55,000 for the
frequency changer, £445,000 for the State
Shipping Service and £1,314,619 for har-
bour works. I would like to draw attention
to the state of' the electricity and gas sup-
ply, for which £:2,955,000 is provided
in the Loan Estimates. The power station
at South Fremantle cost something in the
vicinity of £5,000,000. It is capable of
generating 50,000 kilowatts.

During the recent breakdown caused by
a fault in the frequency changer at the
East Perth powerhouse, it was discovered
that it has been serving 5,000 people on
a load of only 2.500 kilowatts during the
night. There is something wrong when
a 50,000 kilowatt generator cannot be given
more load than that. The solution is
simple because the principal reason is that
the man who designed the South Fre-
mantle plant was not retained by the
Government until the plant was put into
operation. He was Mr. Taylor, who was
responsible for the designing of the plant
and the drawing up of the specifications.
Despite that, he was dropped for some-
body else before the plant was ready to
start.

With that plant Fremantle could have
been supplied with electricity on the 50-
cycle frequency while the breakdown was
on, if it had been so desired, but evidently
the reason why it was not done was be-
cause of the threat that was made to the
Fremantle City Council by the Govern-
ment, namely, that it was to be kept on
40 cycles. When the Government found
that it was able to take over the electricity
and gas supply controlled by the Perth
City Council, it approached the Fremantle
City Council with an offer to buy its
plant, but the council said it was not in-
terested because it had an agreement. It
said to the Government that it was not
interested in the offer because it had an
agreement under which it had 16 years
to go.

Then the squeeze began, and everything
possible has been done in that respect.
The Government said to the Fremantle
people, "You must sell out or pay Is, 6d.
for your current. If You do not, we will
introduce a Bill and deal with the matter."
That led to trouble and finally the Fre-
mantle people, under duress, agreed to
sell out. As a matter of fact, they got
more than they wanted, and it does not
look as if they wanted to buy. They could
have continued supplying the people of
Fremantle. Had that been done, there
would have been considerable saving and
the load on the East Perth power station
would have been eased appreciably. The
supply at Fremantle could have continued
on the 50-cycle basis. The frequency
changer had to be repaired, and if the
consumers' change-over had been made
the industrial undertakings at Fremantle
and the Harbour Trust could have been
kept working on full time. But, because
the supply to Fremantle was kept on the
40-cycle basis the position continued, not-
withstanding that the cable had been com-
pleted for some considerable time.

We also find that when the plant was
installed on the specifications, the en-
gineer-in-charge, Mr. Taylor, was not in
favour of the frequency changer system.
If he had had his way, there would have
been no frequency changer at all. That
was put in at a cost of between £200,000
and £300,000, and the result is that, when
the change-over in the metropolitan area
is completed, that system will have to be
scrapped because there will be no further
use for it.

We also find that current from the Fre-
mantle powverhouse, instead of being sup-
plied direct to, the consumers at the port,
had to be sent 16 miles to the East Perth
Power house where it was put through the
frequency changer and returnted anether
12 miles, at 40 cycles. They wvent to all
that trouble whereas the current could
have been supplied direct at Fremantle. I
understand that quite a conside~able
quantity of power was lost in transrtVssion
from Fremantle to East Perth and back.
At one time, the metropolitan system was
noted for supplying the cheapest cuarrent
in Australia. Now, I understand, it is prac-
tically the dearest in Australia.

* The Minister for Works: The supply
compares favourably with that obtainable
in any other State.

Hon. J1. B. SLEEMAN: I am informed
that it does not comoare at all favourably,
and is much dearer than most of the
other electricity supplies. The contract
that the Fremantle people had the Com-
mission wanted to cancel. There was
a great outcry when the Persian Govern-
ment broke the contract with the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company, and there was even
a threat of war, all because the contract
had been abrogated. Certainly, Mossadeq
had the decency to go out and shed a few
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tears because of what he had done. The
State Electricity Commission has shed no
tears about what It did at Fremantle, and
was only too anxious to get control of the
Fremantle undertaking.

The Minister for Works: The Commis-
sion asked for the cost of generation which
was only fair.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Commission
asked for payment of Is. 6d. and also
wanted the works sold to it. That was
wanted so that everything would be cen-
tred in P-ith and the Commission wvould
have the whole lot.

The Minister for Works: That was the
original idea when the Bill was introduced
in 1945.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Government
is responsible for the price charged for
electricity and also for the production cost,
because it did away with the contract the
Labour Government had with the Black
Diamond collieries. Had the Commission
been allowed to retain its own coal suplies
it would have been £150,000 better off, be-
cause its supplies could have been obtained
under the contract for 6s. or 7s. per ton
cheaper.

The Minister for Works: You have no
p-,oof of that-none whatever.

Hon. 3. B. SLEEMAN: I think I have,
but I should have said that the saving
would have been £105,000. I think I said
it would have been £150,000. I can tell
the Minister quite a lot about the matter.
However, I do not disclose what I am told
privately but, if the Minister sees me later,
I will tell him privately. I am satisfied
that what I say is true.

The Minister for Works: You do not
get cheap coal from Wonthaggi.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The State Elec-
tricity Act says that the Commission has
power to purchase or take over the lease
of any coalmine, so it set about securing
its own field and by this means secured
the Black Diamond leases. Then some-
thing happened in 1947, after a few thou-
sand pounds had up to that stage been
spent in boring. The Government decided
that the Commission should not have its
own coalmine. The Premier, in a minute
that appears on the file, informed the Min-
ister for Mines and the Minister for Works
that Cabinet did not desire that any coal-
mine should be operated by the Electricity
Comamission or by any Government depart-
ment, and wished the Minister for Mines
to negotiate with private firms to operate
any open-cut on the Black Diamond lease.
Then we find the chairman of the Commis-
sion writing to Bell Bros. asking if they
would be likely to tender for a contract to
remove the overburden. The Government
declared that the Commission would not
be permitted to develop a coalmine and
that the leases were to be handed back
to the company.

The position that was created caused the
Electricity Commission a lot of concern be-
cause the Commissioners could see that the
opportunity to produce electricity at a rea-
sonable cost was gone for ever. We find
that the Commission expressed its dismay
at the Government's decision, but it had
to do as it directed. The Commission, to
its credit, expressed dissatisfaction with
the proposal and asked the Government
to reconsider its attitude. The members
of the Commission were not at all pleased
at not having their own coalmine to assist
in the operations. The chairman, Mr.
Dumas, wrote to the Minister about a
statement that had appeared in the Press
in which it was stated that the Commission
had no equipment, and that Amalgamated
Collieries had all the necessary appliances.
The chairman, in his communication,
said-

I have to advise that the Commis-
sion did have available the necessary
plant and equipment to open up an
open cut, equal to the plant of Amalga-
mated Collieries.

Mr. Marshall: Amalgamated Collieries
did not have plant at the time.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: 'At any rate,
that is what it told the Commission.

Mr. Marshall: As an ex-Minister for
Mines, I know it did not.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: However, the
Commission thought it should do the job,
and the chairman wrote to the Govern-
ment saying it had all the necessary plant
and equipment to operate an open-cut
equal to that of Amalgamated Collieries.
However, by this means the Commission
was hamstrung in its operations. Then we
find the Commission recording its regret at
being compelled by Government direction
to enter into an arrangement for the pur-
chase of coal.

Mr. Marshall: That was on the cost-
plus basis.

The Minister for Works: Why did you
not do something?

Mr. Marshall: I ams not there long
enough.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: At any rate, the
Commission found that it could not get
its coal at a reasonable cost. Now we have
the spectacle of a power house costing mil-
lions with a night load of 2,500 kilowats
for some 5,000 people, when it could gen-
erate 50,000 kilowats. A special line was
built to Fremantle to convey 50-cycle
current direct. Had Fremantle been the
first in the change-over, as was originally
recommended, when the frequency changer
went wrong, Fremantle, with the industries
there and the Harbour Trust as well, could
have been changed to 50-cycles direct from
the power house. That would have taken
a load of something like 10.000 kllowats
off the draw on the East Perth power sta-
tion, and industrial activities at the port
could have been kept going continuously.
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The Minister for Works; We are chang-
ing over as quickly as we can.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Some do not be-
lieve that. A start was made at the right
end.

the Minister for Works: But we are
doing it.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: At any rate, South
Fremantle could have taken much of the
load from the East Perth Power Station.

The Minister for Works: It does not
matter, with the change-over.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes, it does, be-
cause the Minister would have saved the
expense of taking the current to Perth
and back and losing a big percentage,
something like 20 per cent.

The Minister for Works: That is not so.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: At least 10 per
cent. could have been saved if the trans-
mission to Perth and back again had not
been undertaken.

The Minister for Works: The change-
over could not have been made More
quickly at Fremantle than at Victoria Park
or South Perth.

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: Does the Minister
not realise that there would have been a
savingf on the sending of current to Perth
and back?

The Minister for Works: You have been
talking about the 50-cycle phase, and it
has nothing to do with that.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It has everything
to do with it because the current could
have been supplied direct on 50 cycles and
thus eased the load on the East Perth
station. Instead of having to draw from
Perth a load would have been taken off
Perth,

The Minister for Works; It was the time
taken to change over. We would still only
have had 2,500 kilowats. at Fremantle.

Hun. J. B. SLEEMAN;, No. It would only
have affected the industries around Prc-
mantle and the Harbour Trust. There are
a good many consumers in South Perth but
there are not many industries around
there. They are all private consumers,
and it takes a lot of private houses to make
up for industries. It would have been
better if the recommendation of the fre-
quency change committee had been
adopted. The committee consists of tech-
nicians whose recommendation was that
Fremantle should be one of the first to be
changed over;, but because Fremantle was
not prepared to do everything the Commis-
sion desired, it was told that it would
have to stay on 40 cycles. The Minister was
present when Fremantle was told it would
have to remain on 40 cycles.

The Minister for Works: According to
the agreement.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister knew
and everybody knew that that could not be
carried out. Imagine the power house in

operation and everybody else on 50 cycles,
but current being sent to Perth on 50
cycles, broken down to 40 cycles and sent
back to Fremantle, .Just for the sake of
keeping Fremantle on 40 cycles! Why was
the special line built from South Fre-
mantle into Frenmantle to carry 50 cycles
if it was not intended to change Fre-
mantle to 50 cycles?

The Minister for Works: We are waiting
on transformers for the ineatworks.

H-on. J,. B. SLEEMAN; Fremantle even-
tually requires to have 50 cycles, and the
Electricity Commission would have been
better off had it done what the committee
recommended. We have heard of chang-
Ing horses when crossing a stream. By
retiring Mr. Taylor, -the Government did
more than that. He had everything at his
fingertips. He was responsible for the
specifications of the plant, and I do not
suppose there is any better electrician In
Australia. I think that the least that
could have been done was to retain his ser-
vices until the plant was established.

I hope the Minister will see that Fre-
mantle gets an even go and will not be
squeezed any more. I think the Commis-
sion realises that Fremantle has called Its
bluff. The whole place is there to be sold
for a valuation, and I do not think the
Commission is anxious to have it. The
Commission not only had all its eggs in
one basket, but unfortunately it bad every-
body else's eggs as well, and instead of
supplying a large portion of the metro-
politan area, as it could have done, until
the frequency changer was repaired, it is
simply supplying South Perth.

There is an allocation of £030,000 for
harbour works, for further works on berths
1, 2 and 3 at North Wharf. That is at
variance with what I said last night. I
see that it is intended to proceed with the
work on those berths. The Minister for
Tr-ansport said that could not be done
until nlew berths were provided there so
that reclamation work could be carried out,
but it appears that the work on berths 1,
2 and 3 is to be proceeded with.

An amount of £445,000 is set aside for
State shipping. This covers the final pay-
ment on the mv. "Kabbarli," and altera-
tions and conversion of No. 2 hold for the
carriage of perishable cargoes. This is a
bit of a joke around the port. A new ship
was brought over here and it was proposed
to hold it up for three months to alter
it. Now the idea is to have a couple of
trips, because it will not look so bad then!
Thereafter the vessel will be put on the
slips and quite a lot of money will be ex-
pended on it. And this is a new ship that
has been off the slips for only a few weeks!
Surely someone has blundered!

When the vessel was ordered, whoever
was responsible should have known what
was wanted, Evidently a lot more space
for cattle was provided than was needeAd,
and now an alteration has to be made
which will take two or three months. That
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is a, bad mistake. I trust that North-West The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon.
members will have their way and obtain
another ship and that on the next occa-
sion no mistake will be made. It is a bad
advertisement for the Government of the
country.

MR. BRADY (Middle Swan) [10.21
am.]: I wish to speak on the Loan Esti-
mates in connection with contracts let
by the Government for locomotives and
rollingstock. As I see it, this expenditure
onl the purchase of these things will in-
terfere with future employment in the
Midland Workshops. I consider that a
lot of the work should have been done in
Western Australia. The Government
should have endeavoured to import steel
and have the work fabricated in this
State.

I notice that Tomlinson's, a local firm,
has been given a contract in the vicinity
of £155,000 in connection with the con-
struction of GE wagons. If Tomlinson's
can obtain steel and labour to build GE
wagons in Western Australia, I do not
see why the same wagons could not be
built at the Midland Workshops. I be-
lieve the workshops were established with
the idea of our being able to build our
own rollingstock and do necessary repairs
and generally to meet railway require-
ments, yet contracts to the value of
£7,660,000 have been let oversell for loco-
motive engines and other rollingstock.

As member for the district, I protest
strongly about these contracts being let
outside the State, I consider that the
time is fast approaching when our work-
nien will be told there is no work for
them. The Government will say. "We
have expended our loan funds and have
no money available to employ you."

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Railways and Tramways, £5.903,529
-agreed to.

Vote-Elcctrictiy Supply. £2,955,000:

Item, Metropolitan Power Scheme and
Gas Supply, £2,336,000.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: We should enter
a protest at the treatment meted out to
Fremantle with regard to electricity, and
should see that the Government is taken
to task and made to do something it evi-
dently does not want to do. It will be
remembered that the member for Mel-
ville made reference to the fact that the
sum of £34,759 17s. 3d. should have been
a Loan item but was not passed by the
Audit office. As a protest against the
Government doing business in this manner
and also against the way the Electricity
Commission has treated Fremantle, I pro-
pose to move that this item be reduced
by £:36,000. That will make the sum
£2,300,000 instead of £2,336,000.

member will have to move to reduce the
Vote of £2,955,000 and not an Individual
item.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Very well. I
move -

That the Vote be reduced by
£55,000.

That will make the Vote £2,900,000. I
consider that the Government should take
notice of what the Auditor General says.
It is not much good having an Auditor
General if no notice is taken of him when
he points out that something wrong has
been done by the Government. The Auditor
General is the servant of Parliament and
not of the Government. When he reports
that something like this has occurred
and the Government has been told about
it and has taken no notice of it, it is
time that members did so. If not, the
Auditor General will say, "It is no good
reporting to this Parliament. Members
let the Government do what it likes, and
I will not draw attention to these things
any more."

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes ..
Noes ..

Majority against

Mrt. Brady
Mr. Graham
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Mahall

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brand
Dame F. Cardell-oLIve,
Mr. Doney
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Hill
Mr. Manning
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Nalder

Ayes.
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Needhamn
Mr. Pnnton
Mr. May

.... .... .... 11
.. .I... 17

6

Ayes.
Mr. Mc~ulloch
Mr. Moir
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Sleernan
Mr. Kelly

Noes.
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Oldfleld

rMr. Owen
Mr. Styants
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Yates
Mr. Hearman

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Totterdeil
Mr. Mann
Mr. Ackland
Mr Boyd]l
Mr. Cornell1

(Teller.)

(Tcller)

Amendment thus negatived.
Progress reported till a later stage of

the sitting.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 1, 4, 5,
8 and 13. and did not insist on its amend-
ments Nos. 6, 7, 9, 10 and 12 now con-
sidered.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Amend-
ment No. 1 deals with the deletion of
Clause 5; No. 4 is in respect to a worker
having his hernia accepted as an injury;
No. 5 makes provision for a wholly depend-
ent widow or mother; No. 8 concerns the
deletion of paragraph (j) of Clause 13. and
No. 13 Is the deletion of Clause 14. 1
move-

That the Assembly continues to dis-
agree to the amendments made by
the Council.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

Assembly's Request for Conference.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I1 move-
That the Council be requested to

grant a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council. and
that the managers for the Assembly
be Mr. Hearman, Mr. W. Hegney and
the mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS.
Council's Further Message,

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on
the amendments insisted on by the Coun-
cil and had appointed Hon. H. S. W.
Parker. I-on. H. L. Roche and Hon. H. KC.
Watson as managers for the Council, the
President's room as the place of meeting
and the time 10.45 am.

BILL-LOAN, £12,535,000.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Further Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on
the amendments insisted on by the Coun-
cil. and had appointed Hon. E. M. Heenan.
Hon. L. A. Logan and Hon. H. Hearn as
managers for the Council, the Council
Ministers' Room as the place of meeting
and the time forthwith..

Sitting suspended from 10.50 am, to
2.30 p.m.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS.
Conference Managers' Report.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: At
the request of the Chief Secretary I beg
to report that the managers met in con-
ference on the Bill and reached the follow-
ing agreement:-

No. 22. Agreed to.
There is only one amendment that has

been agreed to in the form offered by
the Legislative Council, and that is No. 22.
This provided for the insertion of the
words "or widowed" before the word "child"
in that part of the Bill which enables the
owner to occupy pgssession on behalf of
his child, mother or father, and the words
"widowed child" will now appear in the
Bill.

No. 23. Disagreed to, but agreed to
the following in lieu:-

Clause 20. page 11, add after the
word "years" in line 6, the words, "or
for occupation by any body of which
he is a substantial shareholder or of
which he is a director, manager or
secretary."

This amendment provided for the rights of
repossession if the premises are required
for the occupation by a person who, or
a body which, is associated with the lessor
in his trade, profession or calling or of
whom, or of which, the lessor is an em-
ployee. We endeavoured to follow the
reasons given in this House as far as pos-
sible. In regard to this one the diffi-
culty that was occasioned was that neither
the six months' ownership nor the two
years' residence applied to this particular
applicant. On careful discussion of the
matter, and after obtaining legal advice,
it was found that it could be so worded
or incorporated in the wording of the Bill
that the six months' ownership and two
years' residence should apply. In conse-
quence the amendment as moved by the
Legislative Council was disagreed to and
what I have read was agreed to instead.
The word "he" goes back to the person
at the beginning of Subclause (3) of Clause
20, of which this forms part. So we had
to compromise to that extent.

No. 29. Agreed to, subject to the
addition of the following proviso to the
end of paragraph (c) of Subolause (2)
as follows:-

Provided that where the lessor
is a protected person the State
Housing Commission shall make
available to the lessee within
three months of the date of the
order a worker's home or dwelling
house.

This deals with the "protected person"
question, and provided that the protected
tenant should have the prior claim unless
the lessor is a protected person. This
amendment was agreed to subject to the
proviso which I have just read.

No. 30. Agreed to subject to the
following amendment:-

Delete the words "word 'month'"
and insert in lieu thereof the
words "period of two months."

This was
ment. It
lessee to
premises.

agreed to subject to an amend-
dealt with the obligation of the
allow the lessor to inspect his

The Bill provided once every
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three months; the Legislative Council
wanted once every month and the report
of the managers recommends once every
two months.

No. 34. Legislative Council amend-
ment agreed to subject to an amend-
ment to paragraph (e) of Subiclause
(2) as follows:-

Delete all Words in the first six
lines of paragraph (e) and the
words "of this Act" in the seventh
line of the paragraph, and in-
sort in lieu thereof the words
"affect the rights at law of the
lessor of premises leased at or
after the specified day the lessee
of which after the specified day."

This was the subject of a considerable
-amount of controversy because it provided
that the provisions of this part do not
,effect the rights at law of the lessor of
,premises leased at the specified day, the
lessee of which, whether before or after
the coming into operation of this Act, with-
'out the consent of the principal lessor
assigns the lease of the premises or sublets
the premises, wholly or in part. This House
took exception to the words "whether be-
fore or" after the specified day, that is,
the 31st December, 1950. As the Legislative
'Council had the clause, subletting by the
tenant five years ago could have been a
ground of objection. We contended that
-subletting after the passing of this Bill
would be the only ground for objection.
Finally we compromised with the sublet-
ting taking place after the specified day.
by which time there was a similar clause
Placed in the then legislation providing the
landlord with certain rights if the tenant
sublet or leased without his consent. I
think that is strictly in accordance with
what was intended by the law of 1950.

No. 35. Agreed to, subject to the
following amendment:-

Delete the words "thirtieth day
of September" and insert in lieu
the words "thirty-first day of Oc-
tober."

This provides that Part IV. of the Act
should come to an end on the 30th Sep-
tember, 1952. The words "thirty-first day
of October" are to be inserted in lieu. There
-was some conflict of opinion as to
whether this new Clause 22 should be
appearing In Part V of the Act, or in
Part IV which deals with evictions. There-
fore it was decided to include the fol-
lowing words to make certain.

The new clause, the subject of
amendment No. 35 as amended, to be
inserted at the end of Part IV of the
Bill.

So that time will expire on the 31st
'October, 1952.

No. 36. Agreed to, subject to the
following amendment:-

Delete all words after the word
"operation" in line 11 down to and
including the word "incorporated"
in the last line of Subelause (1).

This was one to which exception was
taken by this House because it provided
that:-

Applications made, Proceedings for
recovery of unlawful charges, prose-
cutions for offences, appeals, and other
proceedings, commenced, notices given
and warrants issued, Pursuant to the
provisions of the repealed Act, but
not finalised when this Act comes in-
to operation, may be finalised as if
that Act had continued in operation
and for this purpose it is hereby de-
clared that the expression "lessor" in
section 15A of the repealed Act shall
be deemed always to have included
a body whether incorporated or not
incorporated.

An effort was made in this House to have
those words struck out and the managers
have agreed that they should be struck
out. I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question Put and Passed, and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managsers' Report.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I beg to

report that the managers met in confer-
ence on the Bill and reached the following
agreement:-

No. 1:-Conference has agreed to Legis-
lati .ve Council amendment.

Clause 5 of the Bill provided that pro-
tection should be given to a worker when
Proceeding to and from his place of em-
ployment to his home. The Legislative
Council amendment was to delete this
clause, and the conference managers have
agreed.

No. 4 :-Conference has agreed to Legis-
lative Council amendment.

Clause 6 of the Bill, paragraphs (b) and
(d), provide that a worker should obtain
a certificate from a duly qualified medi-
cal practitioner within 72 hours of the
accident, or within such longer period as
may be justified by the distance between
the place where the accident was sustained.
It further provides that unless the board
is of opinion that owing to circum-
stances beyond the worker's control he was
unable to obtain the certificate, the in-
tention is that the certificate shall be
obtained so soon after the accident as is
practicable. The Legislative Council sought
to add these words-

Notwithstanding anything contained
in the Preceding paragraph of this
section. the board on application by
the worker shall decide whether the
worker is entitled to have his hernia
accepted as an injury within the mean-
ing of the Act and the decision of the
board shall be final.
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The ,conference 'agreed to the Legislative
Council amendment.

Amendment No. 5:-
In the 'First Schedule, Clause 1 (a) (i),

provision is made for dependants when
death results from injury to a worker. if
the worker leaves any dependants wholly
dependent on his earnings, a sum of £1,000
and an initial sum of £25 in respect of
each dependent child and step-child under
the age of 16, but not in respect of any
ex-nuptial child, shall be payable, less the
amount of any weekly payments and less
the amount of any lump-sum paid in re-
demption. Conference agreed that the
amount of £1,000 should be increased to
£1,500, and that the additional sum of £25
in respect of each child should be increased
to £50. The Bill sought to add the follow-
Ing proviso:-

but no such deduction shall be made
so as to reduce -the amount payable
in respect of the dependants of the
worker under this section below £500,
plus £50 for each dependent child;
but if the only persons entitled are
infant dependants. the total amount
Payable Pursuant to the provisions of
this paragraph shall not exceed £1,500.

The Legislative Council sought to delete
the words "dependants of" and substitute
the words "widow or mother wholly depen-
dent upon". Conference agreed to delete
the paragraph and insert the following
paragraph in lieu:-

(c) Adding after the word "thereof"
being the last word in sub-paragraph
Q)l of paragraph (a) the words-

Provided that if the worker dies
leaving a widow or mother wholly
dependent upon his earnings or a
dependent child or dependent
step-child under the age of six-
teen years wholly dependent upon
his earnings, the amount payable
under this sub-paragraph shall be
not less than five hundred pounds
plus fifty pounds for each depen-
dent child.

Amendment No. 8:-The Council sought
to increase the amount for hospital
charges. The Act provides that an injured
worker shall be entitled to medical ex-
penses not exceeding in the aggregate £100
except when the board is of opinion
having regard to the circumstances of the
case, that such amount is inadequate, in
which event the board may allow such
additional amount as it deems necessary
or expedient, but not exceeding £50. Con-
ference amended the Paragraph by delet-
ing the sum of £100 and inserting £200 in
lieu, and by striking out the words "except
when the board is of opinion, having re-
gard to the circumstances of the case, that
the amount is lnadeouate, in which event
the board may allow such additional
amount as it deems necessary or expedient
but not exceeding £50." The result is that

the medical expenses -will be £200 instead
of £100 and the reference to the additional
amount has been deleted.

Amendment No. 13. Clause 14 sought to
add a new clause to the First Schedule to
be known as 11A., providing that where a
lump-sum agreement has been entered into
and duly registered and the incapacity of
the worker increased subsequent to the
date of the agreement, the agreement could
be re-opened and an increased amount al-
lowed at the discretion of the,' board, if the
board thought it necessary, to give ade-
quate compensation to the worker. The
Legislative Council sought to delete that
clause and Conference agreed to its dele-
tion. I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question Put and passed, and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS.

Council's Messagre.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting; Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-Electricity supply, £2,955,000
(partly considered):

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I wish to mention
to the Premier, in the unavoidable absence
o( the Minister for Works, that the pub-
lic is not at all satisfied with the attitude
adopted 'by the State Electricity Com-
mission regarding price increases. Since
early in January, there have been several
increases, and consumers are wondering
where they are going to end. I do not
know what method the Commission
adopts in calculating the basis for an in-
crease, but every member who looks over
his gas and electricity bill will appreciate
the difference in the cost 12 months ago
and now, even after taking into account
the higher costs of production.

Quite recently, another appreciable in-
costs. I do not think I shall be wrong
inquiry at the Commission is that charges
hiave been raised in accordance with the
increase in the basic wage and other
costs. I do not think I shall be wrong
in conjecturing that, after Parliament has
risen, another increase will be imposed
upon consumers. The time has arrived
when some investigation -should be made
and when Parliament should be advised
of the basis of the calculation. Definite
details should be made available to the
public.

t821
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Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What is the charge difficult to follow me. However, I merely
per unit?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have not the figure
before me at present, but that is beside
the point. These charges have been in-
creased by a substantial percentage. I
do not know on what the Commission
bases its calculations, but I suggest that
it acts by rule of thumb.

The Premier: No, it does not.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Can the Premier in-

form me? Apparently he cannot. I do
not expect him to tell me this afternoon.
but I should like to be supplied with the
information so that consumers could be
informed. I appreciate that increased
charges are unavoidable, but people are
concerned about the percentage increase.
I call at quite a number of homes in Mt.
Hawthorn, and I should' say that two out
of every three people refer to the increase
in these charges. If the Government
would supply the Information through the
Press, the people would be pleased to have
it. We have a paucity of information
from the Commission and, if the circum-
stances were different, I should feel in-
clined to mention its administration and
system of accountancy. I do not know
where I could lay my hands on a complete
balance sheet, but I should like to see one.
We had a discussion on the Estimates of
the State Electricity Commission last
year, and I repeat that the consumers are
not at all satisfied. The Government
should arrange for the information to be
supplied and ensure that there will be
no further increase in the charges for
gas and electricity. These higher charges
reflect indirectly on tram and trolley-bus
fares.

Mr. Marshall: And on Industry gener-
ally.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes, but I am deal-
ing with the matter from the Point of
view of the householder and the worker
who travels to and from the metropolis
daily. Recently the Government saw fit
to withdraw the concession enjoyed for
many years whereby workers were able
to travel before 8.30 am. on a reduced
fare. Now, the worker is obliged to pay
the full fare and, in addition, the fares
have been increased quite recently.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid the hon.
member is getting away from the Vote
under discussion.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Trolley-buses are
propelled by electricity, and that Is what
I am dealing with. I am pointing out as
briefly as possible that electricity charges
are being increased continually.

The CHAIRMAN: I ani afraid I can-
not follow the hon. member's logic.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I can appreciate the
fact that, after you have been in the
Chair for the last 30 hours, You find it

wish to add that I hope the Premier will
undertake to have this information made
available to the public. I would like to
get an assurance from the Government
that there will be a halt called to these
increases. Such a statement coming from
the Premier would be very welcome to
consumers In the metropolitan area.

The PREMIER: The Electricity Com-
mission is like all other Government
undertakings and, as far as possible, is
expected to pay its way. Two of the
factors in its cost are the basic wage and
the price of coal, which members know
have increased considerably. The Com-
mission works on a formula scientifically
based in regard to cost and, when rises
take place in the basic wage or in the
price of coal, the costs are taken out and
then the Commission strikes the rate
which it considers necessary. I am pre-
pared to let the hon. member have the
information in this regard.

Vote put and-passed.
Votes-Harbours and Rivers, £1,314,619;

Water Supply and Sewerage, £2,583,358;
Development of Gold fields and Mineral
Resources, £500,000; Development of
Agriculture, £531,254; Roads and Bridges,
Public Buildings, etc., £1,105,000; Sundries,
£C2,224,360-agreed to.

This concluded the Loan Estimates for
the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

Message.
Message from the Governor received

and read recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.
In accordance with resolutions adopted

in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means,' leave given to introduce the Bill,
which was read a first time.

Second Reading..

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
Murray) [3.5 p.m.) in moving the second
reading said: The Estimates of expendi-
ture from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
and the General Loan Fund having been
Passed, this Bill is now required to ap-
propriate the money necessary for the
ordinary services of the year, and to carry
out the policy of the Government with
regard to loan works.

To enable the services of the State to
be carried on until the passing of this
Bill, two Supply Acts have been passed
this session granting in all £13,000,000
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
£6,500,000 from the General Loan Fund
and £500,000 from the Public Account for
Advance to Treasurer, and clause 2 of
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-this Bill grants further 'supplies up to
the total amounts requiring appropriation,
-as detailed in Schedule "A".

The Estimates of the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund provide for a total expenditure
of £33.158,375, but of this £6,142,512,
which includes £4,932,796 for public debt
charges, is already appropriated by spec-
ial Acts and the amount set out in this
Hill, namely £27,015,803, represents depart-
mental expenditure and the requirements
of the Public Utilities, as summarised
in Schedule "B".

The Estimates of the General Loan
Fund provide for a total expenditure of
£17,348,120, the main headings being enu-
merated in Schedule "C."

Clause 3 formally appropriates the
amounts required from the respective
funds, including £2,000,000 from the Public
Account, which may be spent in the man-
ner set out in Schedule "D3".

Clause 3 further appropriates 'the ex-
penditure incurred during the year 1950-51
In excess of the Votes for that year, and
details of these exc esses will be found
in Schedules "E" and "F", the former
covering the Consolidated Revenue Fund
and the latter the General Loan Fund.

Clause 4 of the Bill is to approve of
the expenditure of £341,564 from the
Reforestation Fund, details of which are
set out in the scheme of expenditure
which has been laid on the Table of the
House, and which requires the approval
of Parliament.

A summary of the proposed expenqi-
ture is shown in Schedule "G".
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

Sitting sus pendedl from 3.5 to 3.50 p.m.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

The PREMIER: This concludes the busi-
ness of the session. I wish to take the
opportunity of expressing to you. Mr.
Speaker, my gratitude for the manner in
which you have presided over the delibera-
tions of the House. I am appreciative, too,
of the able manner in which the Chairman
and Deputy Chairmen of Committees have
carried out their duties. In wishing all
a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

I wish to include the officers of the House
and those who have served us in any
capacity. To My colleagues I am grateful
for the able assistance they have given me
during the year, and I appreciate the
loyalty I have received from supporters of
the Government.

I regret that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion are not present, but I have asked the
member for Murchison to convey to all
members of the Opposition my best wishes
for a merry Christmas and a happy New
Year.

Of course, this does give one the oppor-
tunity to express appreciation to the staff
who have always been so courteous, and
have so efficiently carried out their duties.
Also to the "Hansard" staff I would like
to express my appreciation for the capable
manner in which they fulfil their duties
and they do so at times, as members know,
under very exacting conditions.

I wish to convey my best wishes to
yourself, Mr. Speaker, and to all those who
serve us in Parliament in any capacity
whatsoever.

I do not want to omit my friends of
the Press who have to sit here as long as
we do, and of course they too, at times,
must find their duties trying, particularly
at this period of the session. We never
indulge, at this time, in anything of a
contentious nature.

We have finished up a very long sitting-
I think about 28 hours. I regret that this
state of affairs does arise at the end of a
session. We know this is not by any means
the first time it has occurred. I would
gladly co-operate with the Opposition in
trying to get down to a more practical
basis in order that we might avoid these
long sittings at the end of the session.
Daring this recess I hope to be able to
formulate Some plan which I can present
to members--the Opposition, of course,
would haVe to be in it-to see whether we
could avoid these late sittings. I have
much pleasure indeed- in conveying these
greetings.

Mr. MARSHALL: On behalf of the
Opposition I desire to associate myself with
the remarks of the Premier. I join with
him in complimenting you, Mr. Speaker,
on the efficiency and impartiality which
you have displayed, and associated with
you are the Chairman of Committees and
his deputies. We all keenly appreciate the
generous way in which you have treated
each and every one of us in the course of
making our contributions to the various
pieces of legislation that have been pre-
sented by the Government.

I also take this opportunity of informing
the Premier that I shall convey his good
wishes to the Leader and Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. I join with him in
wishing you. Sir, and all the officers of the
House a very happy Christmas and a
prosperous new year. On behalf of the
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Opposition I extend these greetings to all
the officers of the House. They display
a great deal of efficiency and are ever
ready to oblige and serve us, as I think
we all appreciate. They carry out their
work in a most joyful manner, which
makes it pleasant for us to be associated
with them. I wish them all that they
would wish themselves including a happy
and prosperous new year.

I cannot let the opportunity go by with-
out including in these good wishes and
Christmas greetings the Controsler and
that section of the staff. They render
most efficient service and satisfy our ap-
petites on every occasion. I want also to
extend the best wishes of the Opposition
to the "Mansard" staff, their stenographers,
the telephone operator and also our own
stenographers who render such valuable
personal. service to us.

I would like to join with the Premier in
endeavouring, if it is possible, to do some-
thing about preventing this end-of-the-
session rush. If the Premier would in-
vite some of us to discuss this matter with
him during the recess we will be only too
happy to co-operate in an endeavour to
solve the problem, and thus end the ses-
sion in a more efficient way. You, Mr.
Speaker, and I have been here for many
years and we both appreciate the fact that
at the conclusion of every session there
is this rush of business with long sittings,
and it is most displeasing to everybody.

If the Opposition can do anything to
assist the Premier in arriving at a solu-
tion, and enable us to end the session
more amicably and satisfactorily, we will
be only too happy to co-operate. I extend
to those members who are in the Chamber,
and those absent as well, Christmas greet-
ings and all the best for the festive season.
The Opposition extends to them all that
they would wish for themselves.

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank the Premier
and the member for Murchison for the
very kind wishes they have extended to
me. I desire to endorse the compliments
they paid to our officers and the
"Hansard" staff, the Press, the Can-
hroller and his staff and the steno-
graphers. I would say that this has been
one of our hardest sessions, and I have
felt more tired during the last few days
than I have ever felt before at the end
of a Parliamentary session. It has not
been only the effect of last night but also
the effect of the three weeks before. I
wish one and all the compliments of the
season.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLaty-

Murray): I move-
That the House at its rising ad-

journ to a date to be fixed by Mr.
Speaker.

Question put and Passed.
House adjourned at 4.3 P.m. (Saturday].
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